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• Preface 


Pioneers  in  “^rof ile  is  an  ex-neriment  T*'hich  grev'  o"^  the 
■biogranhy  nroject  in  the  second  quarter  (l9^4-4F)  "'^reshman  Lnglish  at 
Pethel  College,  The  object  was  tv^o-fold.  The  technical  ■mimose  was 
to  teach  students  the  use  of  original  source  material;  the  cultural  nur- 
T)ose  wa<5  to  reveal  to  young '-neonle  the  richness  o'^  hume.n  ex-nerience  that 
has  gone  into  the  hacT^grounds  out  o'f'  v'hich  they  have  come. 

"’his  collection  contains  the  work  o"^  the  entire  class.  Each 
hiogra-ohy  v^as  written  with  the  -nermission  o'f'  the  -nerson  (or  -nersons)  con- 
cerned. Likewise  the  writer  presented  the  hiogra-nhy  to  this  same  T>erson 
for  uroof reading.  The  v^riter  o'f  each  ■profile  decided  u-^on  his  method  of 
atvoroach  and  style  o'^  writing, 

One  im-portant  lesson  learned  by  both  instructor  and  class  is  that 
such  a nroject  requires  more  time  than  was  allotted,  ^‘^e  realize  tha-t  much 
is  left  to  be  done  in  gathering  materials,  composition,  and  revision. 

The  De-partment  of  ^^ecretaria.1  Studies  helped  in  motivating  the 
project  when  the  suggestion  was  made  to  combine  the  various  biographies 
into  a book  which  the  students  of  this  department  would  design,  print,  and 
bind.  To  that  department,  thus,  belongs  the  credit  for  the  creation  of 
the  book. 

Herewith  we  express  our  gratitude  to  those  v^ho  have  given  encour- 
agement to  the  project,  both  to  those  who  have  been  vriHing  to  lend 
themselves  as  subjects  for  study  and  to  those  who  have  given  necessary 
information,  are  grateful  also  to  those  who  have  encouraged  us  by  an 
expression  of  confidence  in  the  value  of  the  project. 

^'^e  humbly  present  Pioneers  in  Profile  as  an  expression  of  our 
appreciation  to  those  vrho  through  courage  and  faith  have  led  the  way. 


— Honora  Li,  Pecker 
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PBTSR  E.  YOST 


Preface 


It  has  "been  my  privilege  to  get  together  more  information  re- 
garding my  grandfather,  Peter  E.  Yost,  from  personal  interviews  and  read- 
ing the  recor-^  of  the  Yost  History. 

As  I remember  him  he  was  of  a cheerful  disposition,  making  friends 
wherever  he  went;  striving  to  live  in  peace  with  all  men,  being  the  kind 
of  man  that  builds  a good  neighborhood.  In  his  business  affairs  he  was 
prompt  and  sincerely  honest.  He  was  a wonderful  grandfather.  His  admoni- 
tions and  instructions  were  well  worth  heeding. 

I have  received  most  of  my  personal  interviews  from  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Susanna  Megli-Yost,  and  my  prints'^  material  from  the  Yost  History  which 
was  compiled  by  Henry  Y.  Henning  of  Hew  York,  to  both  of  which  I am  much 
indebted  and  from  which  I have  quoted  frequently.  I am  also  indebted  to 
my  uncle,  Earvey  M.  Yost,  for  reading  the  manuscript,  and  my  mother,  Mrs 
Amanda  M.  Yost-Berner  for  her  constant  help. 


♦ ♦ * 

There  comes  a period  in  the  life  of  every  individual,  a retro- 
spective impulse  as  he  looks  back  to  his  boyhoo'^  days  and  thinks  about  his 
kinfolk  who  used  to  come  to  visit  in  the  old  family  home. 

Peter  was  born  in  Canada  on  April  1st,  lS6l,  at  Musselburg,  a 
village  situated  about  one  mile  south  and  four  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
the  village  of  Milverton,  Perth  County,  Ontario.  He  was  the  oldest  of  the 
ten  children.^ 

His  father,  whose  name  was  also  Peter, ^ came  to  Canada  in  the  year 
of  1853  from  Darmstadt,  Baden  Hesse,  Germany,  vdth  his  widowed  mother, 
Katherine  Kohl,  They  were  in  poor  circumstances  and  had  a hard  time 
getting  along  and  making  ends-^meet.  They  heard  that  America  was  a rich 
country  and  It  was  easy  to  make  a living.  So  their  (John  Yost  and 
Katherine  Kohl -Yost  Ho.  1)3  eldest  son,  William,  left  for  America  in  search 


^Interview;  Mrs.  Peter  Yost,  Moundridge  Kansas,  January  22,  19^5* 
2 

Note  that  the  difference  between  Peter  E.  Yost  whom  I am  writing 
about  and  Peter  Yost,  his  father,  is  the  middle  initial. 

^John  Yost  and  wife,  Katherine  Kohl  Ho.  1,  was  Peter  E.  Yost’s 
grandfather. 
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of  worjc.  After  the  (departure  of  their  son,  William,  John  worried  a great 
deal  and  feared  for  Williams  safety.  John  -’ied  about  six  weeks  after  the 
departure. 

After  the  death  of  Zatherine  Zohl’s  husband,  John,  «he  had  to  go 
to  work  in  order  to  support  and  keep  her  family.  She  would  get  meals 
where  she  worked,  and  sometimes  would  put  a piece  or  two  of  bread  in  her 
pocket  to  take  home  to  her  children  so  they  would  also  have  something  to 
eat.  They  had  black  bread  and  pumpkin  butter  at  home,  but  when  they  re- 
ceived a piece  of  white  bread  they  were  "getting  cake." 

Zatherine  Zohl-Yost  and  her  family  were  nine  weeks  crossing  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  They  came  by  sailboat,  as  there  were  no  steamships  at 
that  time. 

When  Peter  E.  Yost's  father,  (Peter  Yost  No.  5)^  arrived  in 
Canada,  he  lived  with  his  brother  (William  Yost)  who  was  sent  over  in 
search  of  work. 

Peter  Yost,  No.  5*  married  Fanny  Oyer  in  the  year  of  1859»  They 
lived  on  a farm,  a small  place  about  five  and  one-half  miles  southeast 
of  Milverton. 2 Two  years  later  their  first  child  was  born  and  they ^named 
him  after  his  father,  Peter,  They  lived  in  Canada  for  only  seven  years. 

In  the  year  of  186g  Peter  E.  Yost  moved  with  his  parents  to  a 
farm  near  Reed  City,  Osceola  County,  Michigan,  vdiere  he  lived  with  them 
for  ten  years.  As  a lad  he  spent  many  hours  fishing.  It  was  a great 
sport  and  also  a pastime  when  the  work  was  done.  He,  being  the  oldest 
son,  had  to  do  a great  deal  of  the  work.  He  would  plow  the  field  with 
a plow  and  oxen.  With  a board  across  his  shoulders  and  two  pails,  he 
would  carry  milk  for  several  miles  to  the  cheese  factory. 3 

In  his  early  youth  he  was  converted  and  joined  the  Church  of  God, 
in  Christ,  Mennonite,  in  which  he  was  a very  faithful  member.^ 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  Peter  E.  Yost  moved  with  his  parents  on  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  the  town  of  Plymouth,  Jefferson 
County,  Nebraska,  where  they  endured  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life. 5 


^Peter  Yost  No.  5 wife  Fanny  Oyer,  were ’Peter  E.  Yost 's‘ father 
and  mother. 

2 

The  Xpst  History,  Henry  Y.  Henning,  81  Argonne  Drive,  Zenmore  17. 

New  York. 


19^5. 


^Interview:  Earvey  M.  Yost,  Hesston,  Kansas,  January  31»  19^5* 

4 

Obituary:  The  Evenirg  Zansan  Republican,  September  26,  1939* 

'^Interview;  Mrs.  Peter  E.  Yost,  Mo\indridge,  Zansas,  January  22, 


r 


3 


His  father  (Peter  Yost  No.  5)  was  afflictei’  with  ’’Br^pht’s  Disease”  an^  on 
March  p6,  I906,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 


Crops  were  goo-^  in  Nebraska  thrashers  were  scarce.  Peter  E. 

was  one  of  the  few  that  hai^  a thrashing  machine.  He  hai’  many  calls  to  go 
thrash.  He  was  the  best  thrasher  an-’  there  seemci^  to  be  no  enr^  to  the 

p 

neei^s  of  the  people. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  married'  Susanna  Megli.  After  their 
marriage  they  live-^  on  an  eight-acre  farm,<  I'hey  then  move-’  on  the  home 
place, 3 To  this  oanion  six  chil-’ren  were  born,  four  sons  an-^  two  -’atighters. 
In  the  year  1912  he  moved  with  his  wife  an-*  five  chil-’ren  to  a two  hun-»re<« 
an.^  eighty  acre,  farm,  about  one  mile  north  of  the  town  of  Hesston,  Harvey 
County,  Kansas.^  On  the  home  place  hep.har»  a new  house  built  in  which  he 
live-^  until  his  (Peter  E.  Yost)  -’eath.^ 


Peter  E,  Yost  had  farme-^  an-9  thrashe-^  omtil  he  reaches  the  age 
of  fifty-six,  at  that  age  he  retire-*.  Although  he  was  retire-^  he  coul-^ 
not  keep  from  working.  He  ha-*  a workshop  in  which  he  woul-*  make  tables, 
stan.*s,  an-*  the  like  an-*  give  them  to  his  gran-’chil-*ren  for  keepsakes. 
He  love-*  his  gran-*chil-*ren  «*early  an-*  they  love-*  him  too. 


Another  pastime  was  his  bees.  They  woul-*  never  sting  him  no 
matter  how  many  times  a -*ay  he  woul-*  interrupt  them.  He  wo\il-*  have  felt 
lost  without  his  bees. 


Keeping  his  gar-*en  an-*  flowers  also  kept  him  busy,  an-*  a few 
chickens  that  woul-*  eat  the  -*rie-*-up  lettuce  an-*  whatever  there  might 
be  for  them. 

Yes,  that  car  ha-*  to  be  washe-*  an-*  polishe-*,  too;  it  was  as 
important  to  keep  clean  as  gran-smother’s  kitchen  floor. 

His  gray  bear-*  as  it  grew  up  the  si*e  of  his  face,  touche*  his 
gray  hair  an-s  forme*  a frame  aroun*  his  wrinkle*  face.  When  he  walke* 


^The  Yost  History,  Henry  Y,  Henning,  81  Argonne  Drive,  Kenmore  17, 
New  York. 

2 

Interview:  Mrs  Peter  E.  Yost,  Moun*ri*ge,  Kansas,  January  22, 

1945. 

^Interview;  William  F.  Yost,  720  01-’  Main  Street,  Newton,  Kansas, 
February  U,  1945. 

4 

The  Yost  History,  op.  eit » 

5 

Interview:  William  F.  Yost,  o£.  cit. 
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he  would  have  his  han<^s  claspe/’  in  back  of  him.  He  was  a cheerful  man  an»^ 
ma^e  frien-^s  wherever  he  went.  He  v/as  very  kin»^  an^  goo/’  to  his  children 
an^  treated  them  the  best  he  knev/  how.^ 

He  was  a good  Christian  an-^  a fine  worker  in  the  church  until  he 
was  calle'^  to  his  heavenly  home.  He  passe-a  away  at  the  Bethel  Hospital, 
Newton,  Kansas,  at  the  age  of  seventy  eight  years,  five  months,  an-^  twenty- 
three  '’ays.^ 

The  home  had  lost  a good  husband  an^  father;  the  neighborhood  had 
lost  a goo«»  neighbor;  and  the  church  ha-’  lost  a loving  brother. 

The  Conclu-^ing  poem  is  taken  from  the  Yost  History.  It  serves  to 
join  the  raerabftrs  together  and  to  cultivate  a friendly  spirit  one  toward 
the  other. 


1.  Know  Something  Goo«^  About  You 

Would *nt  this  ol^  world  be  better. 

If  the  folks  we  meet  would  say, 

”I  know  something  good  about  youJ” 

And  then  treat  us  that  way? 

Would 'nt  it  be  fine  an>»  -=»andy 

If  each  han-’clasp  warm  an<5  true, 

Carried  with  it  the  assurance, 

"I  know  something  good  about  you."* 

Would *nt  life  be  lots  more  happy. 

If  the  goo-^  that’s  in  us  all. 

Were  the  only  things  about  us. 

That  folks  woul-^  bother  to  recall? 

Would ’nt  life  be  lots  more  happy. 

If  we  praise-^  the  good  we  see? 

For  there’s  such  a lot  of  goodness. 

In  the  worst  of  you  and  me. 

Would *nt  it  be  nice  to  practice, 

That  fine  way  of  thinking,  too? 

You  know  something  goo-^  about  me.’ 

I know  something  goo-»  about  you. 

- - Author  Unknown 


^Interview;  William  F*  Yost,  o£.  cit. 

2 

Obituary:  The  Evening  Kansan  Republican,  September  26,  1939» 
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CHAPTER  II 


SISTER  FRIEDA  KAUFMAN 


PREFACE 

Although  I did  not  have  the  privilege  of  knowing  Sister  Frieda 
Kaufman  personally,  I feel  now,  after  writing  this  biography  of  her  life, 
that  she  is  a very  close  friend  of  mine.  Sister  Frieda  lived  a very 
remarkable  and  blessed  life.  What  she  accomplished  was  a request  from 
the  Lord.  She  did  her  work  in  His  presence. 

I want  to  thank  all  those  who  contributed  theii*  precious  time 
and  material  to  help  me  in  this  project.  Without  their  cooperation  I 
could  have  done  very  little,  since,  at  one  time,  Sister  Frieda  was  a 
cojnplete  stranger  to  me. 


* « * 

The  ancestors  of  Frieda  Marie  Kaufman  came  from  the  beautiful 
village  of  Orindelwald,  Switzerland,  located  in  a fertile  valley  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  Bernese  Alps.  Because  of  their  religious  convictions, 
however,  they  left  the  village  and  settled  just  across  the  border  in  the 
Wiesenthal  Valley  in  Germany , The  family  retained  their  Swiss  citizen- 
ship, 

Frieda  Kaufman's  father,  John  Kaufman,  was  born  on  the  Hagerbacher 
Hof,  a large  farm  not  far  from  Bazel,  Switzerland,  After  his  marriage  to 
Marie  Egle,  he  became  the  owner  and  operator  of  a flour  mill  in  Binzen, 
Germany,  at  which  place  they  made  their  home^  Later,  the  family  moved  to 
Haagen,  Baden,  Germany,  a few  miles  from  the  Swiss  boundary.  This  village 
lay  in  the  Wieaen  Valley,  which  is  a portal  of  the  Black  Forest,  famous 
for  its  beautiful  scenery.  It  was  in  this  village  of  Haagen  that  Frieda 
Kaufman  was  born,  October  23,  1883,1 

Frieda  was  the  last  of  nine  children.  Three  boys  and  three  girls 
had  died  before  she  was  born,  some  in  infancy  and  the  others  in  diptheria 
epidemics  which  were  always  dreaded  in  this  and  surrounding  villages  be- 
cause they  took  such  heavy  tolls — sometimes  all  the  children  in  a village.^ 

As  is  so  often  the  case  in  the  home,  the  baby  was  expected  to  be 
a boy  instead  of  a girl,  and  so  it  was  in  the  John  Kaufman  home,  Frieda's 


^Letter:  Miss  Olga  Schowalter,  516  Santa  Fe  Street,  Halstead, 
Kansas,  Miss  Schowalter  is  a niece  of  Frieda  Kaufman. 

2 

Taken  from  Sister  Frieda's  life  sketch  with  its  closing  tribute 
to  the  Cross,  It  was  writ t eh  by  her  on  November  19,  1942,  and  was  found 
in  the  envelope  with  the  funeral  suggestions. 
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father  had  wanted  her  to  he  a hoy.  Later,  when  she  grew  up  to  he  such  an 
adorable  child,  this  disappointment  was  dismissed  from  her  father's  mind.- 

Since  Trieda  was  the  youngest  of  the  children,  she  was  idolized 
and  could  have  been  a very  spoiled  child,  hut  her  mother  had  enough  for- 
sight  to  curb  this,  Frieda  loved  her  school  work  and  always  did  very  well 
in  it.  She  attended  a G-erman  school' in  which,  besides  the  regular  studies, 
each  student  was  taught  some  kind  of  handwork  such  as  knitting,  sewing, 
woodworking,  or  drawing.  The  teachers  always  praised  Frieda  for  neatness 
and  exactness  in  all  of  her  work. 

When  only  a child,  Frieda  enjoyed  people  of  all  ages  and  could 
visit  with  them  for  hours.  Often  she  would  make  the  rounds  in  the 
neighborhood  and  visit  with  the  older  ladies.  She  also  enjoyed  teaching 
smaller  children  new  games, 2 

Because  of  financial  conditions,  the  family  decided  to  come  to 
America,  Frieda  thought  this  a wonderful  adventure.  She  made  many  friends 
on  the  trains  and  on  the  boat.  To  the  family’s  advantage  was  Frieda's 
friendship  with  the  chief  cook  on  the  boat,  for  in  this  way,  they  could 
enjoy  many  choice  bite  that  they  never  would  have  had  otherwise, ^ 

On  July  2,  1892,  after  a long  and  tiresome  trip,  the  John 
Kaufman  family  arrived  at  Halstead,  Kansas,  The  family  included  Mr, 
and  Mrs,  Ka\ifman,  Lisette,  Anna, 4 and  Frieda,  They  were  welcomed  and 
cared  for  by  the  Christian  Wirklers^  until  they  were  able  to  secure  a 
small  house  in  town.  Here,  Frieda  spent  the  rest  of  her  childhood  days. 

She  attended  the  public  schools  of  Hhlstead  with  Miss  Nellie  H.  Huggett, 
now  Mrs,  M,  A,  Penney  of  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon,  as  her  first  teacher. 

Among  her  later  teachers  were  such  v/ell-known  leaders  as  J,  W.  Kliewer, 

H,  0,  Kruse,  and  C,  E.  Krehbiel,® 

On  June  21,  1894,  two  years  after  the  family's  arrival  in  Halstead, 
Mrs.  Kaufman  passed  away.  I quote  from  Sister  Frieda's  own  life  sketch, 
written  by  her  on  November  19,  1942:  "This  changed  my  youth,  and  I had  a 


^Letter:  Mrs,  John  Mosiman,  Furley,  Kansas,  January  21,  1945. 

Mrs.  Mosiman  is  a niece  of  Sister  Frieda, 

2 

Letter:  Olga  Schowalter. 

^ieette  later  became  Mrs,  John  Mueller  and  after  she  was  widowed, 
Mrs,  Richard  Schirmer,  Anna  married  A,  K,  Schowalter  of  Halstead, 

5 

Christian  Wirkler  is  a great-uncle  of  Frieda  Kaufman, 

g 

In  The.  Service  the  King.  September,  1944. 
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very  hard  readjustment  to  make  when  both  of  my  sisters  were  married  soon, 

Euid  rather  lived  with  Mrs*  Schowalter,”  Frieda  suffered  greatly  from  the 
loss  of  her  mother*  It  was  in  this  time  of  inner  suffering  that  her  heart 
turned  to  the  Lord,  whom  she  accepted  as  her  personal  Saviour  at  the  age 
of  twelve.  She  needed  a close  friend  and  the  meaning  of  the  death  of 
Christ  \3p0n  the  cross  became  clear  to  her  and  precious  in  her  need.l 

She  received  catechism  instruction  from  Christian  Krehbiel,  her 
pastor  at  Halstead,  and  he  made  the  story  of  salvation  even  more  clear  to 
her.  On  June  7,  1897,  she  was  baptized  upon  her  confession  of  faith  and 
determination  in  her  heart  to  spend  the  rest  of  her  life  as  a handmaiden 
of  the  Lord, 

When  Frieda  was  sixteen,  she  expressed  her  desire  to  become  a 
deaconess.  She  took  care  of  an  elderly  lady  who  was  practically  bedfast. 
People  admired  Frieda  for  her  patience  and  for  the  fact  that  no  task  was 
left  unfinished*  After  preliminary  arrangements  were  completed,  F7'i.Kia 
was  enrolled  in  the  Deaconess  Hospital  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  1909. 
for  a two-year  course  in  nursing.  On  November  14  of  the  same  year,  sia 
received  her  deaconess  garb  and  became  Sister  Frieda, 2 

Sister  Frieda  graduated  on  August  9,  1904,  Before  the  Bethel 
Deaconess  Hospital  was  built,  she  had  four  years  of  valuable  experience 
as  a pioneer  private  duty  nurse  in  Newton  and  surrounding  communities c 
This  proved  to  be  a splendid  preparation  for  tjie  future  service  in  the 
institution  which  she  was  to  serve.  It  was  her  joy  to  go  into  the  farm 
homes  and,  with  few  conveniences,  care  for  a new-born  baby  and  its  mother, 
the  home,  and  often  times  do  the  chores  out-of-doors*  When  she  arrived 
at  a certain  home  and  found  it  to  be  filthy  and  very  untidy,  it  wasn’t 
long  until  the  floors  were  cleaned  and  the  place  ready  for  her  patient. 

Her  love  for  humanity  could  hardly  be  measured*  She  cared  for  the  rich 
and  the  poor  alike,  and  became  so  quickly  and  so  easily  their  burden  bearer. 
She  realized  that  there  is  no  joy  in  life  to  comare  to  the  joy  of  being 
able  to  give  help  in  time  of  distress  and' need, ^ 

She  was  ordained  and  installed  into  full-time  service  in  the 
Bethel  Deaconess  Hospital  on  June  11,  1908,  For  thirty-five  years. 

Sister  Frieda  served  as  Sister-in-charge  and  Deaconess  Mother  in  this 
institution.  She  was  also  superintendent  of  the  hospital  from  1S08  to 
1929  and  again  from, 1932  to  1938,^ 


^Taken  from  the  sketch  of  Sister  Frieda  written  by  her, 

2 

la  The  Service  of  the  King.  February,  1944* 

3 

Interview;  Dr,  and  Mrs,  Richard  S,  Haury  at  their  home, 
February  8,  1945, 


4 

Ifl.  the  Service  of  the  King.  September,  1944, 
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Besides  directing  the  work  of  the  hospital  here  at  home,  Sister 
Frieda  gave  much  time,  thought,  and  direction  to  the  Mountain  Lake 
Hospital  and  Home  for  the  Aged  in  their  organization,  growth,  and  develop- 
ment during  the  years  from  ISll  to  1930,  She  also  solicited  funds  and. 
planned  the  construction  and  method  of  operation  of  the  Bethel  Hume  for 
the  Aged  of  Hewton,  which  was  opened  May  9.  19P6.^- 

On  June  14,  1934,  Sister  Frieda  left  her  friends  and  fellow 
sisters.  Her  destination  was  Surope,  Many  yeoxs  Before  this,  aho  Began 
planning  and  figuring  and  sa.ving  for  this  trip,  not  forgetting  h^'r  tenth 
for  the  Lord,  however.  She  dropped  some  of  her  correspondence  and  r^u.i.1 
taking  little  out-of-town  trips  so  she  could  save  money — even  ponn.i'^.s  nn'l 
nickels — for  the  trip.  Sister  Frieda  wanted  to  save  a thousand  . 

Finally  one  day,  she  counted  three  hundred  dollars,  and  ?s  she  held  t.hls 
precious  money  in  her  hand,  she  said  to  herself,  "How  selfish  of  m.i?:'-  he- 
humBle  heart  poured  out  to  G-od,  She  Begged  missionaries  to  take  it»  bn.t 
they  refused.  Instead,  they  told  her  that  she  could  Be  a missionary  \iiile 
on  her  trip.  She  finaD.ly  consented.  She  saved  and  saved,  and  ooc'i>:n.o.'xf.lj.*y 
when  she  would  see  a picture  of  a Scotchman,  she  would  smile  and  say,  -‘I 
wonder  if  we're  related?"  Keen  she  finally  reached  the  thousand-dollar 
mark,  someone  gave  her  another  thousand  dollars.  Of  course  it  would  never 
do  for  Sister  Frieda  to  keep  all  that  money,  so  she  gave  to  missions  w5:p.t 
she  had  saved  herself..  Tow  Sister  Frieda  saw  the  day  nearing  when  her 
journey  would  Begin,  Her  piox  was  to  leave  in  1927,  However,  some  verj' 
disheartening  nows  dismisiod  these  plans  from  her  mind — the  deatli  of  Sitter 
Catherine  Voth. 

* 

It  was  not  until  Juxie  14,  1934,  that  Sister  Frieda  Bid  farewell  to 
her  fellow  ITovtonians,  trip  meant  a great  deal  to  her.  She  visited 

her  homeland  and  pj.aces  of  interest  that  she  had  wanted  to  see  for  sc  Icng. 
When  she  returned  on  ITovenBer  19,  1954,  she  displayed  one  of  her  v/onc'.er:.. cl • 
characteristics — namely  that  of  taking  all  of  her  friends  on  that  same 
trip.  Until  her  death,  she  received  much  inspiration  from  her  experiences 
in  the  Old  World, 2 

It  is  good  to  see  the  Old  World,  and  travel  up  and  down, 

Among  the  famous  countries  and  cities  of  renown. 

To  admire  the  crumBling  castles  and  the  monuments  and  kings} 

But  soon  or  late  you  have  enough  of  antiquated  things. 

OhJ  It's  home  again,  and  home  again,  America  for  mej 
My  heart  is  turning  home  again,  to  God's  own  country — 

To  the  Blessed  land  of  room  enough,  Beyond  the  ocean  Bars, 

Where  the  air  is  full  of  sunshine,  and  the  flag  is  full  of  stars. 


^iBid. 

2 

Taken  from  the  Book  that  Sister  Frieda  wrote  when  she  returned  from 
her  trip,  Aufwanderwegen.  Mrs,  Lydia  Claassen,  formerly  Sister  Lydia 
G-oertz,  translated  it  for  this  project. 
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One  of  her  great  characteristics  was  the  ability  to  inspire  people. 
When  the  addition  to  the  hosTjital  was  being  plajined,  she  represented  the 
auxilary  women  and  gave  talks  in  various  towns  and  the  money  poured  in. 

She  knew  the  exact  steps  to  take,  when  organizing  people  for  any  important 
matter  like  the  erection  of  a new  building.  She  knew  who  would  be  good 
leaders  in  projects  such  as  these, 1 

Perhaps  her  outstanding  characteristic  was  her  humbleness  toward 
God  and  man.  Occasionally,  she  was  found  crying  over  some  sin  she  had 
committed.  She  felt  the  need  of  her  Saviour  and  poured  her  heart  out  to 
Him,  She  was  never  ashamed  to  tell  her  sins  and  faults  to  others.  Her 
humbleness  was  also  expressed  in  the  fact  that  often  when  people  praised 
her,  she  felt  so  uneasy  about  the  matter  that  she  would  do  something  to 
forget  it.  The  day  she  received  her  doctor's  degree,  a Jewish  friend  of 
hers  stopped  at  the  office  desk  and  asked  for  Sister  Frieda,  Instead  of 
sitting  comfortably  in  her  office  and  absorbing  all  the  praise  she  had 
gotten  that  day,  she  was  found  scrubbing  the  floor  of  a room.  Her  heart 
kept  crying  to  the  Lord  to  keep  her  humble  always, 2 

Sister  Frieda,  being  a heavy-set  person,  enjoyed  food  very  much 
and  often  wished  that  her  appetite  would  not  bid  her  into  such  temptation^. 
When  she  looked  into  a pot  of  chicken  and  noodles  or  smelled  the  coffee 
cake,  she  often  caught  herself  going  beyond  the  doctor's  orders.  Having 
to  be  on  a special  diet.  Sister  Frieda,  in  the  last  years,  received  a 
tray  in  her  office.  How  often  she  looked  at  her  meager  ration,  wishing 
that  the  dish  of  spinach  would  turn  to  something  besides  that  dull  green, 
soft  mass, 2 

Sister  Frieda  was  a prize  cook  herself,  "My  mouth  still  waters 
when  I think  of  the  cookies  and  cakes  she  used  to  bake."'^ 

Sister  Frieda's  spiritual  care  for  the  patients  in  the  hospital 
was  remarkable.  At  least  twice  a week,  she  would  be  at  the  bedside  of 
the  patients,  reading  the  Word  of  God  to  them  and  praying  with  them. 

Before  a patient  left  the  hospital.  Sister  Frieda  knew,  through  casual 
conversation  with  them,  their  likes  and  dislikes,  their  favorite  foods, 
their  hobbies,  their  favorite  songs,  poems,  and  scripture  passages;  and 
she  always  did  her  best  to  make  the  sick  feel  better,  I believe  this  is 
the  most  aporopriate  time  to  mention  her  grand  sense  of  humor.  Seldom 
did  Sister  Frieda  leave  a patient's  room  until  she  had  revealed  one  of 


^Interview:  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Haury, 

2 

Interview:  Mrs.  H,  J,  Andres,  700  East  5th,  Newton,  Kansas, 
Februa.ry  8,  1945, 

^Ibid. 


etter:  Mrs,  John  Mosiman,  Furley,  Kansas,  February  4,  194-5. 
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her  many  humorous  stories.  The  sick  forgot  their  pains  and  laughed 
with  her,^ 

How  Sister  Trieda  loved  musici  When  she  sang,  her  eyes  beamed, 
and  she  seemed  to  put  the  spirit  of  singing  into  those  around  her*  One 
of  her  favorite  hymns  was  ’’Worthy  Art  Thou,  Lord  Divine,  ” She  translated 
this  soxig  into  the  German  language  in  1926,2 

Sister  Frieda  was  a constant  worker  of  the  Lord,  She  let  the 
Lord  choose  for  her.  He  planned  everything  for  her,  and  she  worked  for 
him* and  with  him.  When  she  became  a deaconess  and  until  her  death. 

Sister  Frieda  was  a member  of  the  First  Mennonite  Church  of  Newton,  Kansas, 
Here  she  taught  a Sunday  School  class  when  her  strength  allowed.  In 
former  years,  she  taught  the  Teacher’s  Training  Class  for  some  time.  On 
Saturday  night,  she  taught  the  Bible  Class  in  the  Sister’s  Chapel, 3 

Sister  Frieda  was  gifted  with  a personality  that  inspired  others 
on  to  those  high  ideals  from  which  she  had  gained  something,  ”Women  who 
have  known  her  as  a t eacher  and  counsellor  have  caught  a vision  that  has 
enabled  them  to  go  to  France,  to  Belgium,  to  India,  to  China,  to  Africa, 
to  the  plateaus  of  Tibet,  in  order  to  carry,  through  the  medium  of  nurs- 
ing the  torch  of  God’s  redemptive  love, ”4 

Sister  Frieda  had  a strong  understanding  of  the  beautiful  things 
of  life.  One  of  her  many  hobbies  was  gardening,:  In  the  spring  of  the 
year,  she  could  be  found  studying  books  on  gardening  and  ordering  seeds 
from  catalogues.  She  would  plan  her  garden  arrangement  carefully,  drop 
the  seeds  into  the  ground  with  her  own  hands,  and  care  for  the  garden 
regulArly  in  the  summer, 5 

Sister  Frieda  enjoyed. buying  and  giving.  She  could  become  so 
thrilled  over  a simple  but  beautiful  picture*  If  something  gave  her 
much  joy,  she  would  never  fail  to  share  it  with  others,® 


^Letter:  Mrs,  Henry  J,  Schrag,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  l6, 
2 

Interview:  Mrs,  H,  J,  Andres, 

^Ibid, 

4 

Article:  ”The  Editor  Honored,”  by  H,  J,  Andres,  taken  from 
In  The  Service  of  The  King,  September,  1944, 

p; 

•"^Interview:  H,  J,  Andres,  Administrator  of  Bethel  Deaconess 
Hospital,  Febr*uary  8,  1945. 

^Interview;  Mrs,  J.  H,  Andres* 
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The  last  year  of  her  life  was  marked  by  a quietness  and  by  a 
resignation  to  anything  that  life  might  bring.  In  the  previous  years, 
she  had  struggled  against  the  thought  of  old  age,  but  had,  in  the  last 
months,  cast  all  her  cares  upon  her  Lord,  A deep  inner  peace  was  granted 
her  and  a quiet  joy  radiated  from  her  life  to  others, 1 "But  the  path 
of  the  just  is  as  the  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day,"*’  She  often  said  this  of  others  and  now  we  can  say  it  of 
her^  She  was  a handmaid  of  the  Lord! 


^The  date  of  her  death  was  August  7,  1944. 
2 

^erse  taken  from  Proverbs  4j18. 
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APPENDIX 


Sister  Frieda  wrote  a series  of  articles  entitled  "The  Bethel 
Deaconess  Institutions."  which  wore  later  published  in  the  periodical, 
In  The  Service  of  The 

The  following  poem  was  written  by  Sister  Frieda: 

In  this  world  of  darkness 
Let  your  lamp's  bright  ray 
G-uide  life's  \/eary  wanderers 
On  the  homeward  way. 

Strange  fires  still  are  gleeuning 
Through  earth's  gloom  and  night J 
Sins  and  self  will  ever 
Dim  His  radiance  bright* 

All  in  vain  our  efforts 
In  ourselves  to  shine — 

We  must  be  the  vessels 
For  His  light  divine* 

Wait  before  the  Master 
Yield  your  all  to  Him 
Let  his  Holy  Spirit 
Burn  your  dross  and  sin. 

Then  will  His  bright  radiance 
From  your  lamos  shine  bright-** 

In  this  world  of  darkness 
Hold  aloft  the  light] 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  CHARACT^ISTICS  CN  -TOJlirJ  C>  DYCK 

/ 


My  mother  and  father  ha.ve  talked  about  my  grandfather  often. 
They  have  told  me,  my  hrcthcr,  end  soster  about  his  fine  Christian 
attitude  toward  life. 

I feel  it  a privilvJge  -.nd  an  opportunity  to  be  able  to  write 
about  the  life  of  my  grardfath^r,  ro’U'j:in  C,  lyok.  I cannot  tell  all 
I would  like  to  tell  about  him  but  rather,  I am  trying  to  give  to  the 
readers  of  this  biography  a fe>  characteristics  that  have  made  him  a 
character  long  to  be  remembc-reb.  by  the  children  and  friends. 

I thank  all  the  aunts  and  uncles,  friends,  and  my  mother  and 
father  for  the  necessary  information,  ‘ 1 thank  my  father  also,  for 
having  proof  read  this  bioyra'ohy  so*  that  I feel  sure  of  its  correct- 
ness. 


* ♦ ♦ 

I have  never  known  my  idfather,  Johann  C.  Dyck,  personally; 
but  he  seems  to  have  been  an  ideal  Chj-istian  man*  He  was  born  in  the 
small  village  of  Franztahl,  Rassiu,  Or.  July  19,  1842.  In  Russia  his 
last  name  was  written  Duock;  but  because  of  mispronunciation,  it  was 
changed  to  Dyck  when  he  came  to  America. 

He  was  born  into  a poor  family.  His  father,  Cornelius  Dueck, 
was  a tailor  of  men's  clothing.  Clothing  was  all  made  by  hand  during 
that  time  and,  therefore,  was  a way  of  making  a living. ^ Cornelius 
was  born  soon  before  the  War  of  1812.  The  story  is  told  of  how  soldiers 
came  into  the  house  and  demanded  all  the  money  in  the  house,  or  else  the 
baby  in  the  crib  (Cornelius)  would  be  killed.  Of  course  the  only  natural 
and  right  thing  to  do  was  to  give  the  money.  This  experience  left  Grand- 
father's parents  poor,  while  before  they  had  been  quiet  wealthy.  But 
father,  son,  and  grandson  worked  hard  and  later  became  well-to-do.^ 

Grandfather  had  to  go  to  work  when  he  was  very  young,  as  a clerk 
in  a department  store.  People  could  not  understand  why  the  manager 
would  get  such  a small  boy  to  work.  "Why,"  they  remarked,  "he  is  not 
tall  enough  to  look  over  the  counter, " He  (Grandfather)  learned  the 


^Letter:  Mrs.  A.  R.  Nlkkle,  Houndridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  1945. 

^Interview:  Rev.  A.  J,  Dyck,  Inman,  Kansas,  January  14,  1945. 
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clerking  trade  well.  The  first  year  he  worked  for  thirty  dtllars  and  a 
pair  ff  trousers.^  He  stayed  in  the  store  till  he  was  manager  of  firm. 

Af  manager  he  crossed  the  wide  waters  of  the  sea  and  "bought  merchandise. 
His  employer  was  a"ble  to  trust  him  with  all  the  money,  for  he  kept  records 
very  well.^  %cn  one  day  Grandfather  told  of  his  intentions  to  sail  for 
America,  his  employer  was  displeased.  He  offered  Grandfarher  a partner- 
ship in  the  firm,  "but  as  this  would  not  keep  him,  he  expressed  his  vdsh 
for  Grandfather  to  marry  his  daughter,  whe-  was  pleased  with  him.  But  even 
this  offer  would  not  persuade  Grandfather  to  stay  in  Russia.  He  sailed 
America  with  many  other  Mennonites  in  1876,  He  had  "been  a clerk  in 
the  store  for  twenty  years* 


Because  he  was  poor  when  young,  he  l«amed  to  appreciate  the  little 
things  in  life.  The  knowledge  that  he  had  was  gained  in  practical  living 
rather  than  in  attending  school.  He  attended  the  elementary  school*  "but 
did  not  continue  farther. ^ But,  it  could  not  "be  said  of  him  that  he  was 
not  educated.'  Grandfather  knew  his  Bible  well.  All  through  his  life  we 
noticed  how  the  teachings  of  Jesus  were  a guide  in  his  pathway.  He  was, 
als'*,  very  good  in  mathematics.  Just  as  we  children  today  cannot  get 
our  problems  and  ask  father's  help,  so  als*  Grandfather's  children  came 
to  ask  helj»  from  him.  He  seemed  to  get  the  answers  right,  too.'  Mrs,  A, 

R*  Hikkle,  one  of  the  daughters,  says  that  it  was  hard  to  see  h^w  her 
father  could  work  those  hard  problems  without  paper  and  pencil. 

In  America.,  he  was  interested  in  and  later  married  a girl  by  the 
name  of  Katharina  Eatzlaff.  Ten  children  were  bom  during  the  period 
of  this  marriage.  It  is  interesting  to  me  to  note  that  there  were  three 
Johns  in  the  family.  Two  Johns  and  slso  Jacob  have  died,  leaving  Anna, 
Katharina,  Maria,  Sara,  Peter,  John,  and  Abraham  (ray  father).  Grand- 
father's first  wife  died  also,  sc  he  married  again.  His  second  wife, 

Mrs.  Helena  Friesen  Schmidt,  was  a widow  with  seven  children,  one  of 
them  now  being  my  mother. 


Grandfather  lived  daring  the  horse  and  buggy  days.  He  lived 
five  miles  from  the  Hoffnungsau  Church  and  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
Same, 5 From  the  time  the  Sunday  School  was  started  in  the  church  until 
the  time  he  moved  to  Buhler  in  1913*  wsi®  always  a Sunday  School  teacher.^ 


^Letter:  Mrs.  A.  R,  Hikkle,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  19^- 

^Interview!  Mr,  Henry  Ratzlaff,  Newton,  Kansas,  February  5»  19^5* 

3lnterview;  Rev?  A.  J.  Dyck,  Inman,  Kansas,  January  ik,  19^5* 

\etterj  Mrs,  A.  R.  Nikkle,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  19^5* 

5He  was  baptized  as  a member  into  the  church  in  1862. 
c 

Interview;  Rev.  A.  J.  Dyck,  Inman,  Kansas,  December  28,  19^^* 
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clerking  trade  well.  The  first  year  he  worked  for  thirty  dtllars  and  a 
pair  ff  trousers.^  He  stayed  in  the  store  till  he  was  manager  of  firm. 

Ai  Manager  he  crossed  the  wide  waters  of  the  sea  and  "bought  merchandise. 
His  erapicyer  was  a"ble  to  trust  him  with  all  the  money,  for  he  kept  records 
very  well.^  When  one  day  Grandfather  told  of  his  intentions  to  sail  for 
America,  his  employer  was  displeased.  He  offered  Grandfather  a partner- 
ship in  the  firm,  "but  as  this  would  not  keep  him,  he  expressed  his  vdsh 
for  Grandfather  to  marry  his  daughter,  whe-  was  pleased  with  him.  But  even 
this  offer  would  not  persuade  Grandfather  to  stay  in  Russia.  He  sailed 
^9  America  with  many  other  P.ennonites  in  1876.  He  had  been  a clerk  in 
the  store  for  twenty  years* 


Because  he  was  poor  when  young,  he  learned  to  appreciate  the  little 
things  in  life.  The  knowledge  that  he  had  was  gained  in  practical  living 
rather  than  in  attending  school.  He  attended  the  elementary  school*  but 
did  not  continue  fart  her. 3 But,  it  could  not  be  said  of  him  that  he  was 
not  educated.’  Grandfather  knew  his  Bible  well.  All  thro\igh  his  life  we 
noticed  how  the  teachings  of  Jesus  vrere  a guide  in  his  pathway.  He  was, 
als>l,  very  good  in  mathematics.  Just  as  we  children  today  cannot  get 
our  problems  and  ask  father’s  help,  so  als*  Grandfather's  children  came 
to  ask  hel{)  from  him.  He  seemed  to  got  the  answers  right,  too.'  Mrs.  A, 

R.  Nik'-cle,  one  of  the  daughters,  says  that  it  was  hard  to  see  hi|w  her 
father  could,  work  those  hard  problems  without  paper  and  pencil. 


In  America,  he  was  interested  in  and  later  married  a girl  by  the 
name  of  Katharina  Eatzlaff,  Ten  children  were  bom  during  the  period 
of  this  marriage.  It  is  interesting  to  me  to  note  that  there  were  three 
Johns  in  the  family.  Two  Johns  and  slso  Jacob  have  died,  leaving  Anna, 
Katharina,  Maria,  Sara,  Peter,  John,  and  Abraham  (ray  father).  Grand- 
father's first  wife  died  also,  so  he  married  again.  His  second  wife, 
Mrs.  Helena  Priesen  Schmidt,  was  a widow  with  seven  children,  one  of 
them  now  being  my  mother. 


Grandfather  lived  during  the  horse  and  buggy  days.  He  lived 
five  miles  from  the  Hoffnungsau  Church  and  was  a faithful  member  of  the 
same, 5 Prom  the  time  the  Sunday  School  was  started  in  the  church  until 
the  time  he  moved  to  Buhler  in  1913*  w^is  always  a Sunday  School  teacher 


^Letter;  Mrs.  A.  R,  Mkkle,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  19^- 
^Interviewi  Mr,  Henry  Ratzlaff,  Newton,  Kansas,  February  5,  19^5* 
3lnterview;  Rev7  A.  J.  Dyck,  Inman,  Kansas,  January  l4,  1945. 
het  terj  Mrs,  A.  R.  Nikkle,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  19^5* 
5He  was  baptized  as  a member  into  the  church  in  1862, 

^Interview;  Rev.  A.  J.  Dyck,  Inman,  Kansas,  December  28,  19^^* 
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No  matter  how  cold  or  how  rough  the  roads,  if  there  were  any  church  services 
at  all,  he  would  he  there  to  attend  them.  If,  however,  there  were  no 
services,  he  would  sit,  with  his  family,  around  the  old  wood  range  and 
read  a prepared  sermon  from  a hook  that  he  treasured  highly.  "Those  were 
the  Sundays  that  we  small  children  liked  and  looked  forward  to.  That 
close  family  altar  that  Father  set  up  was  a blessing  to  the  vhold  family."^ 

On  Good  Friday  afternoon,  he  did  not  want  the  children  to  visit; 
hut  instead,  he  wanted  them  to  read  the  story  of  the  crucifixion  and 
meditate  in  a quiet  y/ay. 

Grandfather  was  the  deacon  and  treasurer  of  his  home  church  from 
the  years  IggO  to  1919 • His  ability  and  sincerity  proved,  to  make  him  a 
success  as  a deacon.  He  was  very  strict  in  his  church  dealings  and  again 
his  accuracy  in  keeping  records  could  he  noticed.  It  was  said  of  him  that 
he  would  rather  "lose  a dollar  of  his  own  than  take  a penny  of  someone 
else' s. "3  Vftien  his  reports  were  made  at  the  end  of  the  year,  they  were 
always  found  correct. 

He  proved  and  showed  humbleness  in  surprising  manners.  At  one 
instance  he  stated  that  he  had  not  done  much  for  his  Savior  and  that  God 
had  not  given  him  any  special  talent.  He  said  a voice  spoke  to  him  very 
plainly — "You  had  all  that  money,  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars,  in 
your  hands.  For  a long  time,  till  you  grew  old,  there  has  never  been  any 
mistake  in  your  counting  and  keeping  of  church  records."  It  was  there 
and  then  that  he  knelt  down  and  thanked  God  for  his  guidance  in  that 
particular  kind  of  work.*^ 

Before  Grandfather  would  leave  for  church,  he  would  always  kneel 
down  in  prayer  for  his  Sunday  School  class.  Often  the  children  found 
him  kneeling  in  prayer  during  the  course  of  his  work  in  and  outside-  of  the 
building,  and  they  would  hear  him  mention  their  names  in  prayer. 5 

It  was  customary  for  Grandfather,  Mr,  Jake  Becker,  and  Mr.  Abraham 
Ratzlaff  to  work  with  a header  in  the  field  during  the  summer  time.  They 
each  owned  a few  acres  on  one  section  of  land.  My  father  remembers  those 
days  well.  He  and  other  boys  were  then  but  small;  but  nevertheless,  found 
worki  also.  ^Vhen  four  o'clock  came  around,  the  women  would  bring  out 
coffee,  lady-fingers,  rolls,  or  the  like  and  fasba”  was  enjoyed.  Vttiile 


^Letter;  I-frs.  A.  R.  Nifckle,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  19^. 
2lbid. 

^Interview;  Mr.  Henry  Ratzlaff,  Newton,  Kansas,  February  5»  19^5» 
better;  Mrs,  A.  R.  Nikkle,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  February  6,  19^5» 
^Ibid. 

^Fasba  is  the  IXitch  word  for  lundh.  From  vesper. 
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they  Sat  around  in  the  shade,  they  would  tell  stories  of  the  Bihle,  after 
the  grace  was  given  to  God  for  their  food.  These  hours  were  enjoyed 
immensely,  not  only  hecauBe  they  were  hungry,  hut  also  because  theyoDuld 
talk  about  God*s  word. 

Grandfather  had  a stern  way  of  letting  his  children  know  when  he 
approved  or  disapproved  of  things  they  did.  He  would  not  scold  severely, 
but  would  tell  them  in  a quiet  way.  As  a punishment  for  some  wrorgs,  he 
would  not  talk  to  them  very  much  for  a day  or  two,  viiich  to  the  children 
was  a greater  punishment  than  harsh  words  or  a losing  of  temper.  Once  in 
a while,  it  seemed,  he  would  lose  his  temper;  for  instance,  when  the  farm 
animals  would  get  into  someone  else* s pasture.  Instead  of  saying  harsh 
words  in  the  Dutch  language,  he  would  say  them  in  the  fcissian  language 
(at  least  that  is  what  the  children  thou^t  it  was).^ 

Grandfather  was  strict  about  certain  things  regarding  the  rearing 
of  his  children.  He  was  much  displeased  at  the  idea  of  coming  in  late 
at  night.  Also,  he  did  not  approve  of  card  playing. ^ He  did  like  gather- 
ings,of  every  kind.  He  would  never  miss  a family  gathering. 

Grandfather  was  bald-headed;  had  a short,  round  neck;  and  a round 
face.  He  had  lost  one  ej^e  because  of  an  infection  of  the  optic  nerve. 

(The  glass  eye  that  he  used  may  still  be  found  in  his  second  wife's  chest 
of  treasured  articles.)  He  was  stout,  maybe  because  he  liked  and  ate 
starches,  meat,  and  milk.  Coffee  was  always  required  at  breadfast  and 
afternoon  lunch.  He  did  not  smoke  or  drink  liquor  of  any  kind.^ 

He  gave  $300  for,  the  start  of  Bethel  College,  North  Newton,  Kansas, 
as  related  in  his  diary, ^ Other  than  that  he  was  not  the  kind  that  would 
publish  his  contributions  to  organizations. 

Such  was  the  life  of  my  grandfather.  His  Christian  attitude 
towards  life  will  be  remembered  forever.  All  his  traits  and  character- 
istics seemed  to  have  one  thought — **To  live  my  life  for  Christ  and  his 
service."  • 


^Interview:  Rev.  A.  J . Dyck,  Inman, 
^Interview;  Mrs.  A.  J.  Dyck,  Inman, 
^Interview;  Mrs.  Waldo  Enns,  Inman, 
^Diary;  Johann  C.  Dyck,  I9O8 . 


Kansas,  January  lU,  19^5* 
Kansas,  January  1 4,.  19U5. 
Kansas,  January  l4,  I945. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


JOffll  J.  DYCK,  ADVMTUBM  IHD  PUH.IC  SERVAHT 


^preface 

In  this  biography  I have  attempted  to  present  the  complete  life 
•f  my  great  \incle,  John  J,  I^^ck,  The  information  for  this  writing  was 
obtained,  mostly,  from  an  article  in  Per  Herald  October  l4' and  ZL,  1937. 
by  J,  J,  Dyck  of  Laird,  Saskatchewan;  my  father,  Jacob  J.  Dyck,  also  gave 
some  sketches  of  his  life. 

The  incompleteness  in  some  sections  is  due  to  the  fact  that  John 
J»  Dyck  destroyed  much  of  the  material  because  of  its  adventurous  nature, 
which  was  hot  accepted  as  readily  then  as  now. 


John  J.  Dyck,  Adventurer 

John  J.  Dyck  was  bom  in  1826  on  December  fifth  near  the  free- 
city  of  Danzig,  He  had  one  brother,  Dietrich,  and  one  sister,  Katherine, 
older  than  he;  two  brothers,  Cornelius  and  Jacob,  were  younger  than  he. 

John’s  father  owned  one  and  one-half  "hufen"^  of  land;  earlier, 
he  had  had  two  and  one-half  "hufen'’  of  land  which  was  l«st  during  the 
French  occupation  was  very  incomplete;  it  consisted  of  several  years  of 
a private  instructor  and  two  years  in  the  village  school.  Later,  in  1839. 
Dietrich  and  he  were  sent  to  a trade-school.  He  boarded  at  the  house  of 
Mrs,  Hamm,  whose  brother  was  his  boss, 

John  had  no  choice  in  this  occupation;  he  was  sent  merely  because 
it  was  considered  a good  means  of  making  a living.  He  studied  maps, 
school  textbooks,  and  geometrical  instruments  on  the  sly.  Geography  and 
world-stories  were  his  favorite  subjects,  Mrs.  Hamm's  younger  daughter, 
Marie,  was  continually  trying  to  get  him  into  trouble  with  her  mother. 

Her  older  sister,  Agnes,  was  very  friendly  to  him;  she  aided  him  in  his 
interests  of  study  and  furnished  him  with  books.  Had  it  not  been  for  her 
friendliness  and  kindheartedaess  this  life  would  have  been  unbearable. 

John's  sister,  Katherine,  was  destined  to  a better  future;  she 
lived  with  her  uncle,  a widower,  who  took  her  in  as  a daughter  and  gave 
her  a happy  life.  After  four  years  at  trade-school  at  sixty  "rthlers”^ 
per  year,  John's  boss,  Mr,  Baerg,  was  married  leaving  his  business  to  John. 
Soon  after,  Agnes  also  was  married;  now  his  guardian  angel  no  longer  was 


^Hufen— a German  term  of  an  area  of  land. 
2 

Rthler — a German  term  af  coinage. 
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in  the  house;  however  Marie  and  her  mother  became  somewhat  ftiendlier^  ' , 

since  John  had  gained  a responsible  position  in  business. 

The  year  after  the  events  just  mentioned,  in  ISUU,.  at  the  age  of 
18  years,  John  was  baptized  into  the  church.  The  following  year  Marie 
was  married,  and  Mrs,  Hamm  built  a new  house  and  moved  there,  while  Mr, 

Baerg,  her  brother  went  to  America, 

The  next  year  John  left  and  continued  his  trade  for  two  more  years 
in  Marienburg  and  Cal dove. 

In  the  winter  of  1848  John  went  home;  he  spent  most  of  the  winter 
hunting.  He  shot  rabbits,  ducks,  foxes,  and,  also,  two  deer.  The  same 
winter  he  heard  of  a John  Cornies  from  South  Russia  who  was  looking  for 
a traveling  partner,  John  went  to  him  immediately,  and  they  had  made  all 
the  arrangements  for  the  trip,  but  Ctrnies  got  married  so  John  gave  up 
going  to  Russia.  Then  he  became  interested  in  going  to  America.  Here  he 
thought  he  would  be  able  to  maintain  a substancial  existence  in  the  land 
of  freedom. 

On  the  way  to  Waldenburg,  John  stopped  to  see  David  Dyck  in  Caldove. 
Here  he  became  acquainted  with  Helen  Janzen,  This  .meeting  soon  developed 
into  a love  affair  between  them.  They  were  promised  to  one  another/  and 
were  to  be  married  as  soon  as  he  returned  from  America,  They  had  thoiaght 
to  be  separated  for  only  two  or  three  years;  had  they  known  that 'it  would 
be  ten  years  before  they  should  meet  again,  they  would  certainly  not  have 
separated;  however  they  gave  their  word  and  kept  'it  in  spite  of  the  long 
years  of  loneliness  that  followed.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  August,  1848, 
John  left  her, 

John’s  trip  through  the  land  took  him  through  Waldenberg  and  Ber- 
lin to  Hamburg,  Because  of  the  unrest  between  the  provinces  of  Schleswig 
and  Holstein,  the  German  ports,  including  Hamburg,  were  blocked  by  the 
Danish  fleet;  only  American  vessels  were  allowed  passage.  So  John  had  t# 
wait  until j the  first  of  September,  when  an  American  ship  left.  While 
waiting  for  passage  to  America^  he  met  Carl  Berisch,  who  was  also  going  to 
America,  . John  considered  himself  lucky  to  meet  such  a fine  character  with 
the  same  intentions  as  his  owrl^  Even  though  John  was  twenty-one  years  old 
at  that  time,  he  felt  gratefhli|or  having  a good  comrade  on  such  a long  trip. 

They  looked  up  the  captain  of  the  Joseph  Fish,  the  American  ship. 

They  paid  their  passage,  and  were  told  to  come  aboard  the  21^  of  August* 

On  September  first  the  anchors' were  imlled  up;  on  the  second  they  dropped 
anchor  in  Durhafen  to  take  on  an  American  ship  captain,  who  had  lost  his 
ship  in  a storm  off  the  coast  Ireland.  In  the  afternoon  they  sailed 
into  the  North  Sea;  by  evening'^the  coast  of  Germany  was  out  of  sight.  It 
gave  John  a strange  feeling  to  pee  his  homeland  and  all  the  things  it  meant 
to  him  fading  out  in  the  distance. 

The  next  mo everyone  was  startled  by  a cannon  shot;  it  was  a 
Danish  ship  whip|a.-sent  several^. officers  aboard  to  make  certain  it  was  not 

V''" 


1 


I 


22 


a German  ship.  They  passed  Helgoland,  and  by  evening  they  were  nearing 
the  Calais  Canal.  The  next  morning  the  ship  v/as  rocking  quite  severely, 
as  the  breeze  had  turned  into  a stormy  gale.  Most  of  the  passengers  had 
seasickness;  only  a few  including  John  did  not  get  it.  On  the  18th  of 
September  they  sailed  into  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

There  were  forty-eight  passengers  on  Jolm’s  deck,  the  middle  deck. 
Twenty-four  were  Jews,  mostly  horsetraders;  twenty-four  were  Christians 
out  of  Germany.  They  had  expected  to  arrive  in  New  York  within  two  v/eeks, 
but  the  v/eather  decided  otherv/ise.  The  middle  deck  had  to  be  closed  up 
because  of  the  high  waves.  It  v;as  almost  unbearable;  trunks  and  baggage 
kept  falling  down.  The  crying  of  the  children  and  the  vrhining  of  the  Jews 
gave  a concert  with  which  one  could  easily  have  done  without. 

Sach  cabin  on  the  ship  was  arranged  for  four  people.  Berich,  a 
Jew  from  Veinna  by  the  name  of  Graua.ug,  Ahlweiz,  and  John  made  up  one  cabin 
Ahlweiz  had  fought  in  the  war  betv;een  Schleswig  and  Holstein,  and  was  now 
fleeing  to  America. 

They  had  a terrible  storm  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  of  October 
which  lasted  forty-eight  hours.  After  the  storm  calmed  the  sea  was  cora- 
paritively  quiet  the  remainder  of  the  voyage.  On  November  the  second, 
land  was  sighted.  They  landed  at  Castle  Garden  the  sajne  evening.  They 
were  allowed  to  set  foot  on  land  immediately.  It  had  taken  sixty-three 
days  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  John  and  Berisch  went  to  the  Shakespeare 
Hotel  which  had  been  recommended  in  Hamburg.  Berisch  and  he  took  a room 
together;  Grauaug  and  Ahlweiz  were  not  seen  again. 

As  John  had  nothing  else  planned,  he  decided  to  go  with  Berisch  to 
Chicago.  They  staj’^ed  in  New  York  tv/o  days;  then  they  went  to  Albany  on  a 
Hudson  steamer,  from  there  to  Buffalo  by  canal  boat.  John's  watch  was 
stolen  on  this  trip.  After  two  days  in  Buffalo,  they  left  for  Chicago. 

The  ship  stopped  two  hours  to  allow  the  passengers  to  see  the  Niagara  Falls 
Upon  arriving  in  Chicago,  they  took  rooms  in  the  National  House,  which 
was  managed  by  a German.  Berisch  then  went  to  see  an  acquaintance  from 
his  home  community. 

Chicago  at  that  time  had  a population  of  from  100,000  to  200,000. 
One  did  not  realize  that  within  forty  years  it  would  become  the  wheat 
center  of  North  America.  During  this  winter  John  obtained  a -oosition  as 
barkeeper  with  which  he  managed  to  make  a living.  He  also  spent  much  time 
in  learning  the  English  language.  During  the  winter  John  heard  much  of 
the  v;ealth  to  be  had  in  the  gold  mines  of  California.  John  would  gladly 
have  gone,  but  he  lacked  the  funds  for  the  trip.  The  trip  by  way  of  Panama 
cost  nearly  3OO  dollars.  Many  made  the  trip  over  the  plains  direct,  but 
this  was  very  dangerous  because  of  hostile  Indians.  At  this  time  one  often 
read  in  the  newspapers  of  a hunter,  trapper,  and  mountaineer  by  the  name 
of  Kit  Carson  who  lived  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

His  services  as  a guide  for  the  caravans  v/ere  almost  fabulous.  His  name 
spread  panic  among  the  redskins. 
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, In  March,  as  soon  as  passage  by  ship  was  possible,  John  went  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  met  many  old  acquaintances,  including  a 
Widow  Ityck,  who  was  Mrs.  Hamm's  sister. 

In  Milwaukee  John  obtained  a Job  for  thirty  dollars  a month  and 
after  two  months  forty-five  dollars  a month  with  the  Pulton  brothers.  One 
day  as  John  was  watching  the  loading  of  a ship  on  the  Wisconsin  River,  he 
chanced  to  save  the  life  of  a young  maid.  She  had  fallen  into  the  river 
from  a bridge,  a height  of  thirty  feet.  She  came  up  I5  or  20  feet  from 
one  ship  the  first  time.  John  calculated  where  she  would  come  up  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  proceeded  to  take  off  his  booty  and  shirt.  Hext  he  dived 
into  the  water  and  swam  to  the  spot  where  he  thought  she  would  comr.  up* 

Soon  she  emerged  but  only  her  head  and  one  shoulder  appeared;  John  managed, 
with  great  difficulty,  to  keep  her  head  above  water  till  the  boat  crime. 

The ' following  day  the  newspapers  related  how  a young  German  had 
saved  a young  maiden's  life.  This  hero  worship  made  John  very  unpopular 
with  the  envious  employees  of  the  Fulton  firm.  In  the  afternoon  a colored 
servant  came  to  John  with  an  invitation  from  the  Fulton  firm  to  dine  with 
them.  He  would  gladly  have  given  a months  pay  to  stay  away,  but  he  could 
not  get  out  of  it.  Soon  after  John  left  this  firm. 

Up  to  the  year  1850  John  had  stayed  in  ^he  states  of  Wisconsin  and 
Illinois,  From  California  came  fabulous  stories  of  the  wealth  to  be  had. 
Gold-fever  soon  broke  out  among  the  people,  and  John  was  among  them. 

Finally  he  decided  to  make  the  trip  to  the  mines.  He  bought  one  horse 
and  a small  wagon  and  set  out  for  the  Missouri  River,  On  the  18th  of 
March  John  joined  a party  with  five  wagons,  mules,  horses,  oxen,  and  twenty- 
one  men  and  one  woman. 

On  the  19th  of  May  they  entered  the  land  of  the  free  Indian,  The 
same  evening  they  elected  their  leader,  whom  they  pledged  to  obey  end  co- 
operate with  faithi’ully.  The  next  morning  they  continued  their  journey 
without  mishap  along  the  Platte  River  toward  Fort  Laramie,  where  they 
arrived  the  22nd  of  July, 

Here  John  met  a man  whom  he  would  never  forget.  His  name  was 
Louis  Mellon,  a trapper.  He  had  lived  away  from  civilization  since  he  vras 
fifteen  years  old,  25  years.  He  was  going  to  California  on  horseback,  and 
John  finally  persuaded  Mellon  to  let  him  go  along.  He  sold  his  oxen  and 
mules,  and  traded  his  pony  for  a fresh  one.  From  now  on  the  journey  was 
very  rough.  Their  food  consisted  of  tea,  coffee,  rice,  seabiscuits,  and 
the  meat  they  shot  on  the  way.  They  slept  on  the  wagon  or  in  a tent. 

Louis  was  an  experienced  hunter,  and  John  had  opportunity  to  learn  much. 

They  arrived  in  Fort  Bridge  in  the  middle  of  August.  Here  they  gave  their 
animals  the  rest  they  needed  before  undertaking  the  dangerous  trip  through 
150  miles  of  desert.  It  took  them  thirty-seven  hours  to  travel  through  the 
desert,  Louis  found  some  of  his  »ld  friends  here,  among  them  Kit 
Carson,  Carson  told  them  to  turn  north,  and  not  to  take  the  south  pass  as 
they  had  intended.  They  turned  north  to  the  Bear  River  in  the  Green  River 
Mountains,  On  September  the  first  they  reached  Fort  Wall  on  the  Snake  River, 
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' Prom  Council  Bluff  to  Oregon  the  cholera  ha.d  been  bad  ajnong  the 
emigrant#?  Joha  a®w  an  average  of  thirty  graves  a day  along  the  way;  he 
also  had  it,  but  not  as  severely  as  most.  They  moved  along  steadily  with- 
out event  till  September  the  twelfth.  On  this  day  they  found  three  bodies 
lying  in  their  blood,  still  warm.  They  had  evidently  been  killed  by 
Indians.^ 


John  J.  !Qyck,  Public  Servant 

In  1858  John  Dyck  returned  to  Germany  after  ten  years  in  America. 
Upon  arrival  in  Germany  he  married  his  bride,  Helen  Jantzen,  who  had  waited 
all  these  years  for  him. 

It  vras  decided  to  move  to  Samara,  Russia,  although  John  would 
rather  have  returned  to  America  to  make  their  home. 

He  was  elected  ma^^or  of  the  settlement;  he  served  in  this  capacity 
for  ei^teen  years,  John,  also,  acted  as  a representative  of  the  settle- 
ment to  the  Russian  government.  Much  patience  and  wisdom  stood  him  in 
good  stead  here.  He  received  two  medals  for  his  faithful  services  from 
the  government  with  the  inscription  ”Por  True  Service,” 

He,  also,  served  thirty-four  years  as  an  elder  of  the  settlement. 

In  this  capacity  he  traveled  from  time  to  time  to  South  Russia  as  a rep- 
resentative of  a Russian  Mennonite  fire  insurance  company.  Here  he  also 
gained  many  new  friends  who  loved  him  and  spoke  of  him  with  deep  respect 
long  after  his  death. 

It  became  apparent  to  me  as  I worked  with  the  life  story  of  John 
Dyck  that  he  lived  a full  life.  He  had  many  exciting  adventures  and  yet 
he  devoted  much  time  to  the  benefit  of  others.  In  this  way  he  gained  the 
love  and  respect  of  many. 
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Prom  this  time  up  to  John^s  return  to  Germany  there  is  no  record 
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CHAPTER  V 


ELDER  ABRAHAM  RATZLAPP;  A PATHERLY  PRIEND 


Preface 

Because  very  little  has  been  written  about  Elder  Abraham  Ratzlaff, 
we  have  willingly  taken  it  upon  ourselves  to  write  his  biography.  Although 
we  had  heard  much  about  him,  we  agreed  that  we  did  not  know  enough  about 
him,  so  to  satisfy  our  wishes,  we  searched  for  material  about  his  life. 

It  has  given  both  of  us  a great  pleasure  to  study  his  life,  an 
experience  vdiich  we  will  never  forget. 

We  are  indeed  grateful  to  the  many  people  who  have  given  us  material 
and  suggestions.  We  ewe  our  special  thanks  to  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Henry  A.  Ratz- 
laff for  his  suggestions.  We  also  thank  Dr,  Cornelius  Krahn,  Professor  of 
German  and  Church  History,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Linscheid,  Dean  of  Women  of 
Bethel  College,  for  helping  us  translate  some  of  the  German  material. 

May  our  efforts  be  used  by  someone  seeking  information  about  Elder 
Abraham  Ratzlaff. 


* * « 

The  life  of  Elder  Abraham  Ratzlaff  includes  a wide  variety  of 
experiences  vhich  are  worth  while  to  remember.  The  life  of  this  important 
man  began  in  Pranzthal,  South  Russia,  on  September  3i  I85O.  His  parents, 
Peter  Ratzlaff  and  Maria  Ri chert  Ratzlaff,  migrated  from  Prussia  to  Russia 
in  I8I9,  where  later,  besides  engaging  in  farming,  his  father  was  chosen 
the  mayor  of  Pranzthal. 

Peter  Ratzlaff  was  firm  with  his  nine  children;  he  was  also  par- 
ticular in  whatever  he  did  and  said  to  them.  Abraham  often  wdshed  that 
he  could  go  play  with  the  other  boys  of  his  village,  but  his  father’s 
sternness  kept  him  from  it.  He  knew  that  whatever  his  father  said  was  not 
to  be  doubted.  Later,  however,  he  admitted  that  his  father  had  dealt 
rightly  with  him. 

Abraham  inherited  from  his  father  the  characteristics  of  being 
particular  and  never  complaining.  This  characteristic  of  not  complain- 
ing was  also  typical  of  Abraham’s  mother,  who  was  small  and  pretty.  Be- 
ing the  mayor  of  the  town,  Peter  Ratzlaff  would  often  have  the  town  meet- 
ings at  his  home.  These  sessions  inevitably  meant  much  work  for  Mrs, 
Ratzlaff,  but  she  would  never  complain.  Another  characteristic  he  in- 
herited was  that  of  thriftiness.  A-braham  mentioned  in  his  autobiographical 
notes  that  his  parents  were  thrifty,  therefore  never  poor. 

During  this  time  in  Russia,  work  on  the  farm  was  imich  different 
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from  vdiat  it  Is  now.  It  was  a common  sipht  to  see  people  sowing  grain 
by  hand.  Mrs.  Eatzlaff  and  her  dav.ghters  would  spin  flax  vhile  the  men 
would  weave  it  into  cloth.  Sometimes  strips  of  cloth. as  long  as  twenty 
feet  were  spread  out  in  the  sunlight  to  bleach. 

Recreation  was  quite  limited.  Often  Jewish  and  Polish  stories 
and  superstitutions  were  told  to  the  children  by  the  Ratzlaff*s  Polish 
maid, 

Abraham,  with  the  other  children  of  the  village,  attended  the 
village  school  from  1857  until  1864*^  His  teacher  was  Reverend  Gerhard 
Dirks,  vdio  left  many  important  impressions  upon  Abraham.  Those  v4io  did 
not  care  to  get  a higher  education  finished  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  but 
Abraham  continued  his  education  irom  books  and  throu^  observations  until 
his  later  years. 

Reverend  Dirks  was  also  his  catechism  teacher.  Abraham  was  con- 
verted in  1869,  and  baptized  on  Pentecost  Sunday  in  I869  by  Elder  Benjamin 
Ratzlaffi  He  joined  the  Rudnerv;ei de  Gemeinde  to  \Aiich  he  remained  a faith- 
ful member  during  his  stay  in  Russis, 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  1,  1871.  Abraham  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Helena  Schmidt.  So  many  guests  had  been  invited  for  this  wedding 
that  the  house  was  not  large  enough  to  accommodate  all  of  them,  so  the 
wedding  took  place  in  the  bride's  parent’s  large  newly-built  barn*  It 
rained  during  the  forenoon  of  their  wedding  day,  but  during  the  afternoon 
the  sun  shone,  as  if  to  smile  approvingly  upon  this  happy  occasion.  They 
were  permitted  to  share  .their  joys  and  sorrows  together  for  sixty-five 
years. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  came  the  large  migrations  t«  America, 
and  Ratzlaffs  left  Russia  on  the  twenty-second  of  June  in  1874  for 
Hamburg,  Germany.  They  left  Germany  on  August  16,  187^.  Just  before 
the  Titonia  left  the  harbor,  a short  sermon,  in  which  God  was  asked  to 
give  them  a safe  voyage,  was  heardi 

Approximately  one  thousand  Mennonites  and  eight  other  families 
of  different  denomhetions  came  over  on  this  ship.  Besides  their  belong- 
ings, the  Ratzlaffs  had  also  taken  some  salted  herring  and  roasted  zvie- 
bach  to  be  eaten  on  the  way. 

Within  sixteen  days  they  landed  in  the  harbor  of  New  York;  this 
was  on  September  2,  1874.  One  of  the  first  things  they  did  was  to  praise 
and  thank  their  Heavenly  Rather  for  a safe  voyage. 


Kansas, 


^Dr.  A.  Warkentin,  Vttio's  Who  Among  the  Mennonites,  (North  Newton, 

1937).  p.  113- 
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they  remained  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  for  two  days  after  vdiich 
one  hundred  families  of  the  one  thousand  Mennonites  that  came  over,  came 
to  Kansas.  Others  settled  in  Nebraska  and  the  Dakotas. 

The  Ratzlaff  family  settled  at  Topeka,  Kansas.  Abraham's  first  job 
was  to  pull  small  trees  out  of  the  pasture  land.  The  man  for  whom  he  work- 
ed was  well  pleased  and  asked  him  to  come  again.  Although  Abraham  received 
only  a dollar  a day,  he  accepted  the  opportunity  to  work  and  earn  money. 

By  the  time  they  were  ready  to  leave  Topeka,  Abraham's  father  had 
bought  two  horses,  two  oxen,  two  cows,  and  some  chickens.  After  three 
weeks  they  left  Topeka  and  settled  on  the  land  six  miles  east  of  Buhler, 
Kansas,  on  October  3,  IgyU.  lir.  and  firs.  Abraham  Ratzlaff  lived  here  un- 
til they  retired  from  the  farm  in  1919*  after  vhich  they  moved  to  Buhler 
vdiere  they  resided  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  except  for  eighteen  months 
when  they  lived  in  the  Bethel  Home  for  the  Aged  in  Newton,  Kansas. 

The  families  that  had  settled  near  Buhler  were  prosperous  and  con- 
tented. As  the  years  passed  by,  Abraham  and  his  brother,  Benjamin,  owned 
a threshing  machine  by  which  they  earned  some  of  their  money.  Thus,  they 
lived  through  the  hard  pioneer  days. 

John  Dyck,  father  of  Reverend  A.  J.  ®yck,  and  Abraham  Ratzlaff 
were  very  close  friends.  As  they  harvested  together,  they  teased  each 
other,  but  never  quarreled.  One  time  as  John  was  passing  by  the  wheat 
stack  on  vdiich  Abraham  was,  John  saluted  him  by  tipning  his  hat;  this 
Abraham  ignored  because  he  did  not  like  praise.  Nevertheless,  everyone 
loved  to  work  with  A'-<raham. 


Abraham  Ratzlaff  was  also  very  active  in  helping  to  organize  the 
Hoffnungsau  Church  in  1275.  of  which  he  was  a member  from  its  beginning 
and  remained  such  until  the  end. 


The  first  Hoffnungsau  Church  building  soon  became  too  small  to 
house  its  members,  and  a new  one  was  built  in  1875*  They  tried  to  break 
down  the  old  building  by  tying  ropes  around  the  wall  and  pulling  them  to 
make  the  cliurch  collapse.  Because  this  process  failed,  another  method 
was  found  to  be  more  successful.  Later,  many  people  came  to  the  dedication 
services  of  the  new  church.  It  was  reported  that  4,500^  people  ate  in  one 
hour  and  twenty  minutes.  Also  over  six  thousand^  dollars  was  collected  that 
day  for  missions. 


Reverend  Ratzlaff  B services  were  greatly  appreciated  a.ud  so  on 
April  2U,  IggO,  the  church  elected  him  to  be  their  minister.  He  was 
then,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Kay,  IggO,  ordained  for  this  work  as 


^Elder  Abraham  Ratzlaff,  "Autobiographical  Notes". 
^Ibid. 


’ifej’-e,  " ,%i:  "O'!  ,.v':oT  . .3*;  ,'t;* 

. 3 ,’5<-:--'C  .'♦^5  . . .'^•^  aeti/nor.-r':''  .■-rriJti''’ i;  ‘:*i*  ■ ■''tLlc^^: 

,^A-^  •5^.  C.  i;r.T  «'5C^-s'.J  »'sa  '.i  />5)  iiJ9e  r-  ..'frO  . .;3r 


.ti* 


• -’H **.  ’.-’ilfw  ‘r.': 


, ■ 


Ajns,^  evrt'ftftiT  ' - fifl^ 


')vi-3C-3-i  . lx  , -,-^c  .'  ' ir ".'  I'  •'■'■  ;:.  ,' o 'i  ‘ 3 3*^:=^ '■  tJHf  ~3 

• 'j  .I!:?  y'C'r-,'  fv'  V”  r.'.iMotjr:;  -.j^j  .- - on  s “.‘ r/cin  « ''xn-O 


t ■■■'  4 +•■■*• 


33  t . 


3^0 '^Zr  ; in' 


7r  ,v?  r,3X0  ' ^ ,3f»&  . * f 


•!  3 ^+afis  ^ ■ ,‘ .'r.  ria  ij*  ■]  e."’;  "‘)  bZ:--  ..''’rr-.  T .1  '.5i3' 


■»£:i  0" 

.bevx-. 

! -.icS 

N • 

A - 

-► 

jTJU 

J 

laA 

j-irO  n.'  ■ • 

If*  1 'vt'5. 

OJ 

ft  :*'*  * 

'.  1 

.p 

■' t 

r 

■■"!  ; - 

W - 

. V 

•a .' 

*r ';  ' 

St\  ' . ■.;•> 

."j  .*  .'*'•  Z.3 

> 

v-'v  ■•- 

•k  ^ 

')V 

.'j 

’*•  4 

z ■ 

i •■  4-^ 

y 

r« 

- V 

y-  \ 'f'fti 

. "w 

• 

■'*-;3  T-.a  , 

r!  '1 

. w *>’  n 

n<, 

& •-. 

Oi 

V ‘ h. 

\ •'^  .7  ? 

fr 

A * - 

^ \ 

•*  1 w 

L '.•■'  1 ’ . 

i 1 .'  ,•  ~4 

~r.  '0 

C.-n073tp^ 

O M ^ 

: -i 

■ % 

> 4 

• 

♦ 

a ^ 

f 

5 ^ 

&rf  cif 

afr 

r, 

■"Jc' 

- 

L M r 

3*i?  ■lA  .f 

V3j-' ' 

Bi' 

.■u  • .-.fine: 

?*i? 

''3 

3J.V,  ■ 

!-  ■., 

•f 

i 

<1 ' .‘ 

' 

'•I?  t ■ 

■- 

f ' 

' ■ ftoZ 

'■ 

■ ' '■  ■ 

- . 4 

ft  r 

^ "* 

. -.Vl.lil 

xovZ 

• T. 

^ r 

,GV 

- < 
M ■» 

% , . 
- V 

■' 

' J • 

. .>3 

'•*'  ' 'i 

:b  •. 

'>'1 

P 'n' 

jj.*' 

r Ci^,7 

fo 

■;  . 

■*K 

-.1 

« 

*- 

ft  , '. 

• V ■y.p/i'V 

<■'  'W 

'■ 

a 4 - •tH' 

’iur.  - .i'f 

e *■;'■■ 

C '■ 

L*'' 

•’a 

- Z 

r.3 

,L-'- 

f 

■4 

if^;- 

'■f  * < 

3 1 

* 

! J i^;i4  «J  ■ 

• •- 

J *i 

h\j 

JJ  . 

-•: 

::c 

. ' <' 

iT-A 

1'^  4 , . *'* 

. ' • i* 

*3  O ' 

•*  r 

* '^r^rfC  , 

cf 

"‘j 

ia 

: s 

t •>  -f 

•-  ■ ' A44 

f 

i.  ■ 

• ■ 

• C 

r. 

■ /V 

y/  .•  !*T>Ti,  ni 

, r 

s?;)  ■- 

r-rjvo  1 

:)<T_  • 

'-.i 

(t  • 

A 

. ♦ 

f 

■ ■ '■  • ic'A 

al 

''*  ’ 3 * Z 

ao 

r'  \'f 

- % -r 

aC>  ••  i •^’ 

■ *v»*  . * ■ ' ' .'  .^  - 

- Cs 

- 

Ti\ 

'■■  •* 

'll 

3? 

• t 

'»  -J  O't 

*>.~r 

: •* 

-oa 

Ibi 

• 

' I Jw 

riR.fi -sn 

• * •< 

, • ,. 

: A 

'.i‘>  .r-'' 

HT  . 

rx 

r 

£4 

w,-.  ' 

n 

0-  .Ait. 

•r 

" ■ 

'j 

'if'. 

13  Cf 

4 

* 

'»n 

icl  I 

i;  f'  : ..'  r.  • 

“a'T> 

jCO:i 

r » 

■ ' 'i: 

• f' 

ci'7 

~ t 

'-*  t , 

ft'' 

•> 

ft  r 

, *• 

' * ' J 

f*  'f  • t «.  I -r 

4"* 

'cZZ-' . '. 

*•1) 

3. 

i ; 

r & :.<: 

Cm. 

V ''5' 

A ■ . 

.'  f 

i * 

, • 

' . c:  1 , • 

'"' 

€ f! . .... 

X-. 

- . i^:,'[30fT 

L 

r 'XX{7 

• 4 

I . i 

Mfl  ^ 

•r 

■‘fi»‘ 

A ^ 

. .'f*' 

‘'i-4 

.-  : * 

.-'•  aC  -r 

*■ 

Toe.  r-'v 

a-f 

,:.'r- 

V .,..r 

r.  ,:a  • 

. s 

*.*  «.*  3 

;.  ir 

•.’  • TW.”  rt 

. - f- 

tS  ".M.  "^C 

■ • c 

x;o  0 

j:'.3  '.  ■ 

» *1 

V. 

' "1 

>W 

-ol''-’ 

' ’I 

' a • , 

•iK  h 

('’  ■'.'XX  ' > T 

asv  d!-) 

. ^ ■I.'' 

’■* 

''.'  ./ 

3Zn 

G f 

3j)"' 

<•. . 

« 

f'  ''  . 

A •.  * 

■ -»  Ai 

r'-jo'--  -r.':  5'*ni,'5i>TO 


'•  5 3 1 ot  < 'C-  , o ^ .•  ^a  A*'  . 


,5  . ' 


28 


ggl9 

1 


a ministei’ . He  served  faithfully  1ft  this ‘ capacity  till  in  .1902^  vidien 
Elder  Gaeddert  had  passed  away,  the  call  of  the  church  came  to  him  to 
he  the  elder. ^ 


So  on  September  28,  1902,  Elder  Ratzlaff  was  ordained  as  elder. 

In  this  work  he  served  faithfully  for  twenty- three  years,  until  December 
26,  1925,  >hen,  because  of  hard  hearing  and  ill  health,  he  was  forced  to 
lay  down  his  work.-  During  all  this  time  he  baptized  three  hundred  eighty- 
nine^  people  in  the  Hoffnungsau  Church  alone. 


[Elder  Abraham  Ratzlaff]  was  also  very  active  in  all  conference 
activities  of  the  Mennonlte  Church  ...  He  helped  along  in  mission 
work,  both  foreign  and  home,  in  education,  schools  and  hospitals  . , . 
He  took  great  joy  in  doing  this  as  long  as  health  permitted.^ 

For  many  years  he  served  as  a trustee  in  the  Western  District 
Conference;  he  also  served  as  a trustee  in  the  General  Conference,  For 
both  conferences  he  was  an  active  helper  in  writing  their  charters.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  Bethel  Hospital,  having  signed  the  application 
for  state  charter  in  1903;  he  served  [from  1908-19  33  j on  this  board,  be- 
ing an  honorary  member  at  that  time.  "He  served  as  director  of  Bethesda 
Hospital  at  Goessel,  Kansas,  for  a number  of  years. ”5 

Elder  Ratzlaff  also  served  eighteen^  years  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Bethel  College,  North  New^on^  Kansas.  During  this 
time.  Reverend  John  Thiessen,  now  a missionary  in  India,  was  a student  at 
Bethel  College.  His  tribute  is  written  elsewhere  in  this  .biography. 

Also  during  the  time  that  Elder  Ratzlaff  was  director  of  Bethel 
College,  Dr,  P,  A.  Penner,7  a student  at  Bethel  during  that  time,  had  an 
opportunity  to  visit  him.  In  his  article,  ”He  Loved  His  People,"^  Dr. 
Penner  says  that  when  asked  how  he  liked  Bethel  College,  he  felt  very  free 
in  ahswering  because  he  could  trust  Elder  Ratzlaff.  In  closing  he  says. 


obituary;  Inman  Review,  Inman,  Kansas,  Decembers,  1939* 


'Ibid. 
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Ibid. 


Warkentin,  ’.ftio’s  ’lilho  Among  the  Mennonites,  (North  Newton,  Kansas, 

1937)  P.  113* 

Evening  Kansas  Republican,  (Newton,  Kansas,  May  1,  19'^3)* 
^Warkentin,  '.4ho's  Who  Among  the  Mennonites,  (Nofth  Newton,  Kansas, 

1937)  P*  113-  (From  1901-1919). 


”^Dr.  P,  A.  Penner;  missionary  to  India;  at  present  living  in  Newton, 

KansaSfc 
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Christlicher  Bundesbote,  (Newtern,  Kansas,  May  7.  19^)  ♦ Vol . 
p.  296.  (Er  Hat  Unser  Volk  Lieb) . 
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"My  tribute  for  the  beloved  dead  ia:  'Thank  you,  beloved  Uncle,  for  your 

help.  Truly  you  loved  your  peoplei'"^ 

Elder  Ratzlaff  gave  a word  of  encouragement  to  all  he  met.  It  is 
general  knowledge  that,  not  only  as  director  of  Bethel  College,  but  also 
in  his  other  walks  of  life,  he  tried  to  maintain  peace.  If  there  was  a 
disagreement  between  members  of  the  school  board,  he  would  straighten  out 
the  matter  in  a calm,  honest,  and  sympathetic  way.  "Sometimes  he  was  asked 
to  go  with  another  person  to  a different  state  to  gather  funds  for  a hospi- 
tal or  a different  organization  . . ."2  He  would  usually  collect  quite  a 
sum,  because  he  knew  how  to  approach  the  people.  If  they  said  some  unpleas- 
ant things,  he  took  them  and  made  the  best  of  them. 

It  is  unanimously  agreed  upon  that  Elder  Ratzlaff  was  a great  friend 
of  young  neople.  "He  would  shake  hands  with  old  and  young  and  be  friendly 
to  them."^  Some  of  the  people  who  were  young  at  that  time  still  remember 
it.  "Friendliness  you  can  impart  to  a person  and  it  will  go  with  him 
through  life."^  "Not  only  did  his  friendly  face  draw  people  to  him,  but 
also  his  sympathy  for  them.  When  he  met  a friend,  he  would  say,'  'Well, 
brother  so  and  so,  how  are  you?’  Then  he  would  inquire  about  his  material 
things  vAiich  would  eventually  lead  to  a discussion  of  spiritual  matters. "5 

Because  of  his  ability  to  sympathize  with  others,  people  would  come 
to  discuss  their  problems  with  him  and  ask  for  advice,  which  he  was  always 
willing  to  give. 

"[Elder  Ratzlaff]  whs  also  a great  friend  of  gardening;  almost  any  kind 
of  tree  would  grow  and  bring  fruit. 

’.ilhen  friends  came  to  visit,  he  liked  to  treat  them  by  giving  them 
things  he  had  grown  and  raised.  Another  incident  of  his  hospitality  occur- 
red when  a young  engaged  couple  came  to  his  house  for  a visit.  He  visited 
with  them  and  wished  God's  blessing  upon  them.  Then  he  opened  the  dining 
room  door  and  there  was  a table  decked  with  food,  prepared  in  honor  of  his 


^Ibid.  (Mein  Nachruf  fur  den  lieben  Dahin  G-eschiedenen  ist  also; 
"Danke  Dir,  lieber  Onkel,  fur  Deine  Bitte,  Wahrlich  du  hattest  unser 
Volk  lieb.") 

better;  to  Linda  Eddgrtrfrom  J.  A,  Ratzlaff,  I»bundridge,  Kansas, 
January  21,  19^5* 

better;  Ibid.  ^Ibid. 

^Christlicher  Bundesbote,  (Newton,  Kansas,  January  l6,  19^)  p-  ^1* 

Letter:  to  Linda  Ediger  f rom  J . A.  Ratzlaff,  Moundridge,  Kansas, 

J anue  ry  21 , 19^5* 
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^ests.  He  made  hie  guests  feel  as  thou^  they  were  at  home. 

"In  the  home  he  was  a kind  and  loving  father  and  yet  we  children 
knew  vdien  he  sold  something  it  was  mGeht  that  way  and  it  usually  wasn't 
hard  to  follow  his  advice,"^ 

One  day  two  of  his  sons  were  making  hows  and  arrows,  '.Vhen  they 
saw  their  father  coming,  they  quickly  hid  them  in  the  crih  in  the  harn 
and  acted  as  though  nothing  had  "been  done.  But  their  father,  suspecting 
something,  went  calmly  and  quietly  into  the  barn,  looked  around,  and  found 
the  bows  and  arrows.  He  did  not  mention  anything  about  it  to  the  boys  until 
in  the  evening  vhcn  he  told  nils  guests  about  it  and  reprehended  the  boys. 
This  type  of  punishment  did  more  good  than  a spanking  or  a severe  scolding 
would  have  done. 

Elder  Ratzlaff  was  usually  neat  in  appearance  and  dress,  vilhen  he 
was  invited  out  for  a meal,  he  would  watch  his  host's  table  manners  and 
follow  them.  He  appearance  on  week  days,  as  on  Sundays,  was  neat  and  dig- 
nigied.  His  dignified,  fatherly  character  impressed  people  very  much  at 
funerals  and  baptismal  services. 

In  trying  times  he  would  be  calm  and  cool.  One  time  as  a tornado 
was  going  through  the  community,  he  watched  the  proceedings  without  ex- 
pressing fear,  Oq  another  occasion,  in  a rain  storm,  while  he  was  gather- 
ing his  chickens  together,  he  noticed  a hen  crawling  farther  into  a mud 
hole  instead  of  trying  to  get  out.  Later  he  made  this  comparison  to  human 
beings.  Instead  of  trying  to  turn  away  from  evil,  we  become  more  involved 
in  sin.  Very  often  Elder  Ratzlaff  would  make  comparisons  like  this  common 
to  our  everyday  life. 

Elder  Rat7laff  could  also  sing  well,  l^lhen  the  "Franzthaler”^ 
came  to  the  Alwxanderwohl  community,  evp'rybody  heard  about  it  and  gathered 
at  a certain  home  to  sing.  Elder  Ratzlaff  had  many  songs  and  melociies 
stored  away  in  his  memory.  One  of  his  favorite  songs  was  "Bei  Dir  Jesu  .fill 
Ich  Bleiben,"3  He  also  knew  many  poems  and  passages  by  heart. 

Very  little  is  known  about  the  silver  wedding  of  Elder  and  Mrs. 
Abraham  Ratzlaff.  The  golden  wedding,  however,  was  celebrated  in  I923,  in 
the  Hoffnungsau  Church.  The  church  was  beautifully  decorated  with  beautiful 
yellow  tulips.  Sister  Catherine  Voth^  presented  them  with  a basket  of  fifty 


^Letter:  to  Linda  Ediger  from  J,  A.  Ratzlaff,  Mbundridge,  Kansas, 

January  21,  19^5* 

2 

Ratzlaff  relation, 

^"With  Thee,  Jesus,  Will  I Remain" 

4 

Elder  Ratzlaff  was  her  minister. 
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On  Anril  30,  1933,^  llld'^r  pnd  Mrs.  Ret^^la-^-f*  ''njoy^d  a ■nrivll«g*», 
rarely  giv“n  to  a counl®,  that  of  c'^l^hrating  th“ir  diamond  v«dding  anni- 
versary. More  than  a thousand  friends  gath^r^d  at  th»  Hoffnungsau  Church 
to  h'^lp  th®  yen^rahle  cout^I®  celebrate,  Th«  church  was  appropriately  dec- 
orated in  lavender  an-^  white.  The  program  o"nened  with  ??criptur“  and  nrayer 
by  Reyorend  C,  K.  "'^oth,  ' and  Reyerend  Peter  ‘Plaining^  gave  the  introductory 
remarks.  The  churc^  choir  and  m“n’s  chorus  gav®  several  appropriate  numbers. 
Reverend  A,  J.  Byck  gave  ^h"  principal  address  after  which  som®  noems, 
readings  and  songs  w«re  given  by  the  family.  Mrs.  J,  H,  3pp‘  recited  a poem, 
written  for  the  occasion  by  Sister  Hildegonda  van  der  Smissen,®  Reverend 
D.  B,  TTnruh”  closed  the  program,  a:<^t°r  which  a delightful  lunch  was  s°rved, 

IJlder  Re.t^la'^f' s later  birthdays  were  always  c®lebrated  at  his  horn®. 
May  r^riends  would  drop  in  to  s"®  him,  and  th*  young  -neonl®  vould  come  and 
sing  for  him. 


Mrs,  libraham  Rptrrlaf"^  di®d  at  the  Retiiei  PosPital  on  ’^up-^ay, 

■^’ebiuary  98,  1938,  Their  doctor,  Br,  A,  F,  Rat?;laf-f*, ® c^m"  -from  ^illsbore, 
Fensas,  to  Ruhler,  Fansas,  to  tak“  his  grandmother  to  the  hospital  wh®re  sh" 
pa.ssed  away  during  that  v«ry  night.  Then  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R,  A.  Ratzlaf-^,  son 
and  daughter-in-lav'  of  TJlder  and.  ^^rs.  Ratzla'^'^,  cam®  to  liv®  with  th®ir 
father;  th®y  stayed  in  Buhler  until  May,  1940. 


^'Hien  Tilder  Ratzla.f'^  pray®d,  h®  would  speak  to  God  as  h®  wonld  visit 
with  his  family  and  friends.  Often  h®  would  sit  in  th®  adjoining  room  and 
sT>eak  with  his  Master  in  an  informal  but  r®verent  wpy,  H°  •nrayed  ©"ften  for 
his  friends  and  congregation  and  hop®d  that  they  would  remain  tru®  to  th®ir 
Savior,^ 


^•^h®n  ask®d  how  h®  could  bear  criticism  and  t®mptation,  h®  re-nlied, 
'•On®  must  pray  for  that  strength.”^® 


^Redding  invitation, 

^Minister  of  th®  Hoffnungsau  Church, 

^ibid.  ^Ibid. 

5 

Mrs.  J,  H.  Upp:  daughter  of  Sldsr  and  Mrs,  Abraham  Ratzlaff, 

g 

Sist®r  Hildegonda;  clos#  fri®nd  of  3ldar  and  Mrs.  Ratzlaff, 

7 

Minister  of  th®  Hoffnungsau  Church. 

0 

Ulder  and  Mrs,  .libraham  Ratzlaff  s grandson. 

9 

Interview  vrith  Mrs.  H,  A,  Ratzlaff,  N®wton,  Fansas,  ^®bruary  3,  1945, 
^^Ibid.  (iha  mut  sich  dauh  hahn  bada)  (Low  German  dial®ct). 
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In  his  later  years  he  became  deaf  in  his  left  ear,  but  his  eyesight 
remained  good  to  the  end.  We  young  people  remember  him  as  he  sat  on  a 
chair  near  the  pulpit  during  church  services,  so  he  could  hear  the  sermon. 


In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  was  afflicted  with  heart  trouble 
and  at  times  suffered,  quite  much.  But  he  could  be  ijp  and  around  the 
home  most  of  the  tir.itc  On  October  15,  (l939) , while  attending  (William 
Buller's  wedding),  he  became  somewhat  ill  and  from  that  time  his  health 
failed  and  he  grew  »veaker,^ 


On  his  last  birthday  he  asked  Mrs,  H,  A,  Ratzlaff  to  tell  him  how 
many  weeks  it  was  until  Thanksgiving  Day,  When  told,  he  said  he  did  not 
think  he  would  stay  here  that  long,  "Wouldn't  it  be  nice  if  all  of  us^ 
could  go  to  our  Heavenly  Home  on  Thanksgiving  Day?"  he  remarked. 


While  he  was  lying  on  his  death  bed,  he  kept  his  eyes  closed  most 
of  the  time;  his  voice  also  had  given  out.  Then  on  Wednesday  evening, 3 
when  his  Lord  came  to  take  him  Home,  he  raised  his  hand  to  bid  adieu  to 
this  world  and  to  groet  his  Master,  After  this  sign  he  passed  away  with 
a look  of  peace  and  ha-op r'.nef:s  on  his  face.  He  reached  the  age  of  eighty~ 
nine  years,  two  months,  anh.  twenty-six  days. 


On  December  2,  1C3j/^  from  Blxiffton,  Ohio,  Reverend  John  Thiessen, 
now  a missionary  in  , vrEiote  the  folloiving  trebute  in  his  article, 

"In  Rememberance  of  'Jiicle  Dj  der  Ratzlaff:" 


Today  a great  and  reverend  soul  is  being  buried.  One  would  like 
to  say  to  the  pall  bearers:  "Walk  carefully  because  you  are  carrying- 

the  temple  of  the  anointed  by  Grod,"^  The  temple  which  had  lived  in 
his  soul  is  today  giving  its  life  to  the  earth,  but  Uncle  Ratzlaff 
lives.  Although  he  has  died,  his  works  follow  him,  such  works  as: 
preacher  in  the  church,  as  the  "Salt"  and  "Light"  in  his  community, 
as  member  and  director  of  Bethel  College  Board,  as  comforter  of  sad 
and  weary,  as  member  of  Bethel  Hospital  Board,  and  as  a tolerant, 
synpathetic  "father"  of  youth. 

When  I was  a student  at  Bethel,  Reverend  Ratzlaff  came  to  some  of 


^Obituary:  Inman  Review.  Inman,  Kansas,  December  8,  1939. 

p 

Meaning  all  Christians. 

2 

The  German  obituary  gives  the  time  fo  his  death  a 6:45  a.m,  on 
Th\irsday  morning, 

funeral  and  burial  day  of  Elder  Ratzlaff, 

^"Tretet  vorsichtig  und  behutsam  auf,  denn  Ihr  tregt  der  Temple 
eines  Gesalbten  Gottes." 
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us  and  asked  our  opinions  on  different  matters!  ...  He  had  hundreds 
of  Christian  followers.  Now  one  might  well  say  that  his  prayer  often 
was  that  those  whom  his  Heavenly  Father  had  entrusted  to  him  might  he 
vdiere  he  is. 2 


Uncle  Ratzlaff  was  hopeful  until  his  end.  It  was  as  if  the  hand 
of  God  was  leading  vhen  the  word,  hope,  was  included  in  the  name  of  his 
church,  which  is  Hopeview.3 


During  the  last  tine  I visited  him,  which  was  on  November  12,  [1939] 
he  said  to  me,  don’t  know  vdiat  God  wants  with  me,  hut  I know  that  He 
will  make  no  mistake."^ 


V/hen  I said  good-hye  to  him  after  we  had  prayed  together,  I said 
to  him,  ”In  Heaven,  where  the  light  is  always  shining,  we  shall  soon 
he  unite  , ”5  to  which  he  answered,  ”yes.”  He  was  very  happy  to  have 
visitors  and  loved  to  fellowship  with  them.  We  say  to  him  with  all 
our  hearts  ”Auf  Wiedersehen. 


^”Was  denkt  ihr  Studenten  von  dieser  und  jener  ^ache?  Ich  will 
den  Standpunkt  der  Yugend  wissen,  denn  Eure  Meinung  musz  auch  gelten.” 

2 

”Vater,  ich  nachte,  das  die,  die  Du  mir  gegehen  hast,  da  sein 
wo  ich  hin.” 


”Ich  weisz  nicht  was  der  liehe  Gott  rait  mir  vor  hat;  aher  Er 
wird  keinen  Fehler  machen.” 

^"Drohen  werden  wir  vereinigt,  hald  ja  hald;  Wo  das  licht  auf 
inmer  scheinet,  hald  Ja  hald.” 

g 

Till  we  meet  again,” 

"^Items  1-6,  above,  from  Christlicher  •’\indeshote,  (Newton,  Kansas, 
December  12,  1939)  ^ol.  39i  P*  77^*  (Translated  from  the  German  language 
into  the  English), 
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APPENDIX 

Elder  Ratzlaff's  brothers  and  sisters  according  to  were  as  follows; 
Peter  Ratzlaff,  Benjamin  and  Reverend  Jacob  Ratzlaff  (twins),  Reverend  John 
J.  Ratzlaff,  David  Ratzlaff,  (Elder  Abraham  Ratzlaff),  Anna  Ratzlaff,  Heinrich 
Ratzlaff,  Katherine  Ratzlaff  (Mrs.  John  Dyck). 

' The  children  of  Elder  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Ratzlaff  are  as  follows; 

Helena  (Mrs.  John  H.  Epp),  Hillsboro,  Kansas;  Marla  (Mrs.  John  Becker), 

Buhler,  Kansas;  Katherine  and  Eva  (deceased);  John  A.  Ratzlaff,  Moundridge, 
Kansas;  Abrahsm  Ratzlaff,  Moundridge,  Kansas;  Henry  A.  Ratzlaff,  Newton, 

Kansas;  John  Brubacker,  Canton,  Kansas. 

The  Ratzlaff  family  did  much  of  their  shopping  in  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Peter  Ratzlaff,  Elder  Ratzlaff's  mother,  lived  only  three  years 
after  they  cane  to  America;  she  died  on  December  23i  I876. 

Mr.  Peter  Ratzlaff,  Elder  Ratzlaff's  father,  died  on  Aigust  Ig,  1886. 

Elder  Abraham  Ratzlaff  organized  a Sunday  School  in  the  community 
near  ^uhler,  Kansas,  vdiich  was  held  at  his  home  before  the  Hoffnungsau  Church 
was  built. 

Elder  Ratzlaff  loved  to  experiment  with  fruits  and  vegetables  that 
were  better  suited  to  a different  climate.  Generally  he  would  have  good 
luch  with  his  experiments. 

Elder  Ratzlaff  was  also  respected  by  members  of  different  church 
denimi nations,  one  being  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Church  of  Buhler,  Kansas. 

As  his  hobby.  Elder  Ratzlaff  raised  pigeons,  * 

Mrs,  H.  A.  Ratzlaff  still  has  the  basket  which  contained  the  fifty 
yellow  flowers  given  to  Elder  and  %s,  Ratzlaff  on  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary  by  Sister  Catherine  Voth,  Sister  Frieda  Kaufman  also  helped 
them  celebrate  their  anniversary. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  he  would  bring  some  of  his  dinner  to  a poor  and 
unfortunate  Friend  before  he  would  eat  his  own  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

He  prayed  that,  if  any  friend  of  his  would  not  stay  true  to  Christ, 
the  blame  might  be  put  ui»n  him, 

IXiring  his  illness  following  William  Bailer's  wedding,  he  was  taken 
to  his  dau^ter,  Helena  (lirs.  J.  H,  IJpp),  to  be  near  the  doctor,  Dr.  A.  K, 
Ratzlaff  (his  grandson). 
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The  following  was  one  of  Elder  Ratzlaff’s  favorite  poems; 

Unter  Alles  mlch  ru  fugen 
Mich  Der  Stille  zu  erfreun 
Ohne  Worte  irdt  vergnugen 
Allei’  I'nechte  Knecht  zu  seln 
Menschen  Fcuhm  nie  zu  verlangen 
Wie  Eiit  Worten  Stolz  zu  prangen 
^olchen  Sinn  erfleh  ich  mir 
Gott  mein  trauer  Gott  von  Dir. 

He  knew  many  Scripture  passages,  poems,  and  adages  by  heart. 

Another  favorite  song  of  his  was  ”Ich  Mochte  Heim.”  This  song  was 
sung  by  special  request  at  his  funeral  by  Mr,  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Epp  of  Hutchinson, 

Elder  Ratzlaff’s  children  wanted  to  have  a different  minister  speak 
at  his  funeral,  but  he  told  them  that  he  was  Just  as. human  as  everyone  else 
and  that  he  also  made  mistakes;  therefore,  he  requested  that  Reverend  C*  H. 

Voth  and  Reverend  A.  J.  Dyck  speak  at  his  funeral,  for  they  knew  him  better 
than  any  strange  minister  did.  This  request  was  granted  as  follows;  words 
of  comfort  were  sp<>ken  by  Reverend  D.  D.  Unruh  and  Reverend  C.  E,  Toth  in 
the  German  language,  and  Reverend  A.  J.  Dyck  in  the  English  language.  The 
funeral  services  were  held  on  Saturday,  December  2,  1939*  1:3^  p.m.  in 

the  Hoffnungsau  Church.  He  was  buried  in  the  Hoffnungsau  Cemetany. 

He  left  to  mourn  his  departure,  five  children;  three  tons,  Henry 
of  Newton,  Kansas,  Abraham  and  John  of  Moundrldge  , Kansas,  and  their  wives; 
two  daughters,  Maria,  Mrs.  John  Becker  of  '^uhler,  Kansas,  and  Hoi  era.  Mrs. 

John  H.  Epp  and  her  husband  of  Hillsboro,  Kansas;  and  their  adopted  son, 

John  Brubacker,  of  Canton,  Kansas,  vdio  lived  with  them  for  six  years;  also 
eighteen  grandchildren,  and  nine  great  grandchildren,  besides  many  relatives 
and  a much  loved  congregation  and  friends. 
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SIST?^  CAT^^IF?.  VOTF;  A LIFE  OF  SERVICE 


Preface 

Never  before  has  the  •’oor  of  opt)ortunity  to  write  a tribute  in 
appreciation  of  my  aunt  opene'’  thus  wi'^ely*  The  more  I stu-^y  the  story 
of  her  life  the  greater  the  challenge  of  -developing  mj^  own  character 
becomes. 

I hereby  thank  all  the  relatives  an-d  frien-dg  of  Sister  Catherine 
who  so  kin«^ly  gave  of  their  time  to  tell  me  of  her  life,  those  who  wrote 
me  the  interesting,  informational  letters,  an-d  those  who  lent  me  their 
newspaper  clippings  which  have  been  printe-d  about  phases  of  her  life. 


* * « 

Her  love  to  Go-d,  her  love  of  mankin<1,  an-*  her  love  for  work  le-d 
Sister  Catherine  to  the  great  service  she  gave  to  mankin<d  physically, 
socially,  an-*  spiritually.  She  was  a capable  woman,  a skillful  an-d 
in-dustrious  worker,  an-d  a born  lea-der.  To  get  a -deeper  appreciation  of 
Sister  Catherine's  character,  we  must  probe  into  her  ancestry  as  well 
as  her  life's  work. 

Her  father,  Cornelius  Voth,  was  the  secon-d  ol-dest  chil-d  of  the 
John  Voth  family.  His  brother,  Peter,  who  was  the  only  one  of  the  family 
to  stay  in  Russia  after  the  Mennonite  Immigration,  was  a very  talente-d 
school  teacher  an^  later  became  a wise  business  man.  Her  gran-dfather  was 
a very  sociable  man  an^  rea-dy  for  service  at  all  times.  Her  father, 
Cornelius  Voth,  was  a consi-derate  an-d  frien-dly  man. 

Her  mother's  parents  were  Peter  an-d  Kornelia  Sukkau  Hei-debrecht. 
Gran-dfather  Peter  Hei-debrecht  was  the  son  of  Cornelius  an-d  Anna  Thielmann 
Meihebrecht.^ 

Gran-dmother,  Kornelia  Sukkau,  was  born  in  Prussia,  an-d  came  to 
Russia  with  her  parents,  John  an-d  Katherine  ^,ters  Sukkau.  She  became 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  twelve  an-d  poverty  urge-d  her  to  -do  housework  for 
strange  people.  She  became  what  was  known  as  the  professional  mai-d  in 
Russtia.^ 


^Letter  from  Abraham  Funk,  Inola,  Oklahoma,  January  IS,  19^5* 

Funk  is  a step— uncle  of  Sister  Catherine. 

^Letter  from  Mrs.  John  P.  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas,  January  12,  19^5* 
Mrs.  Franz  is  Sister  Catherine's  sister.  The  information  was  taken  from  my 
gran-dmother ' s scrapbook  which  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  John  P.  Franz. 

3Letter  from  Mrs,  John  P.  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas,  January  18.  19^5* 
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She  and  her  husband  lived  contentedly  in  the  village  of  Waldheim, 
Southern  Russia,  where  Sister  Catherine’s  mother,  Kornelia,  was  bom 
November  27,  1852,  the  youngest  of  seven  children.^ 

On  October  22,  1872,  Cornelius  Voth  and  Kornelia  Heidebrecht  were 
joined  in  holy  matrimony.  In  1874,  they,  their  one  year  old  daughter, 

Anna,  and  eight  hundred  other  peace  seekers  sailed  to  America  in  the 
Titonia.  With  the  guidance  of  Elder  Dietrich  G-aeddert  about  one  hundred 
settled  in  McPherson  County.  On  the  prairie  in  the  tall  grass  they  knelt 
to  thank  God  for  His  gracious  protection  and  trusted  He  would  keep  them  as 
they  established  the  Hoffnungsau  Church. 2 

On  October  2,  1878,  the  third  child  brovight  joy  to  the  Cornelius 
Voth  home.  Although  it  was  not  realized  at  the  time,  the  baby,  Catherine, 
was  born  a leader  and  sympathizer  with  hiaman  suffering,  Catherine  was 
reared  in  the  healthful  atmosphere  of  a simple  Christian  home  life,  and 

she  early  learned  to  share  the  responsibilities  of  the  large  family  of 
brothers  and  sister.  She  was  not  only  given  opportunities  to  lay  the 
f’Qundation  for  the  splendid  physical  and  mental  development  of  her  later 
life,,  but  her  parnets  and  teachers  led  her  to  the  source  of  life  and  power 
without  which  life  cannot  attain  its  best  in  the  moral  and  ethical  sphere.^ 


Her  mother  was  a very  good  reader  and  singer,  and  often  in  her 
spare  time  she  would  teach  her  children  new  songs  and  read  portions  of 
scripture  to  them.  There  was  not  one  idle  moment  in  her  mother’s  day, 
neither  was  there  quarreling  nor  gossiping  in  her  presence.  She  loved 
her  children  dearly;  therefore  she  was  concerned  about  their  welfare.^ 


Catherine  favored  her  father  in  appearance.  She  had  the  same 
blonde  hair,  fair  complexion,  and  large,  gray  eyes.®  She  had  a quiet 
disposition;  but  when  she  expressed  herself,  she  talked  rapidly  and 
distinctly.  She  wpis  very  frank  in  her  speech.  Her  characteristic 
walk  also  revealed  her  character;  she  walked  fast  and  was  certain  of  her 


^Letter  from  Mrs.  John  P.  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas,  January  18,  1945, 
^Ibid. 

3 

Interview  with  Mrs.  John  P.  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas,  December  26, 
1944.  In  agreement  with  the  statement  are  Mrs.  H.  J.  Ediger  and  Mrs.  J. 
B.  Ediger,  sister  and  friend  of  Sister  Catherine  respectively, 

better  from  Mrs.  John  P,  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas,  February  4,  1945. 
In  agreement  with  this  statement  are  Mrs.  H,  J,  Ediger  and  Mrs,  J,  R. 
Schmidt,  sisters  of  Sister  Catherine, 

^Letter  from  Abraham  Funk,  Inola,  Oklahoma,  January  18,  1945, 
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destination.^ 

In  her  childhood  she  -oreferred  to  play  with  cats  and  dogs  rather 
than  with  dolls;  because  dolls  were  merely  dead  objects  to  her.  She  cared 
for  the  pets  on  the  farm.^ 

She  grew  to  maturity  rapidly  and  shouldered  many  of  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  family.  Since  she  was  one  of  the  older  children,  she  had 
to  do  farm  v;ork  outdoors.  She  worked  hard  and  never  tired  of  v/ork.  The 
perseverance  was  a stepping  stone  to  her  success.  Although  she  was  a 
hard  v/orker,  she  was  a little  domineering  at  times.  One  day  while  she 
and  her  sister  wera  to  keep  house  during  Mother's  absence  for  the  day'»  they 
heard  baby  crying  in  the  bedroom,  Catherine  told  her  sister  to  take  care 
of  the  baby  and  feed  her,  but  her  sister  resented  being  told  and  refused 
to  take  care  of  the  baby.  Without  a word  Catherine  got  the  baby  and  nlace 
her  on  the  table  before  her  sister  and  told  the  sister  to  take  care  of  the 
baby  while  she  went  on  with  her  house  keeping.^ 

Her  great  sympathy  for  sick  animals  was  not  lost;  before  harnessing 
the  horses  for  a day's  work,  she  would  tie  uo  any  wounds  on  their  legs,^ 

She  was  also  the  family's  little  doctor.  Twice  she  saved  her  sis-*-  . 
ter,  Hellie,  once  from  falling  off  a haystack  and  once  from  falling  from  a 
ladder. 6 One  Sunday  dinner  during  Grandfather  Heidebrecht ' s stay  with  the 
family  Grandfather  got  a little  chicken  bone  in  his  throat,  and  no  one 
knew  what  to  do  about  it.  Suddenly  Catherine  jumped  from  her  plac.e  at  the 
table,  stuck  her  fingers  into  hj-s  mouth,  and  pushed  the  bona  dovm  his 
throat,*^  At  another  time,  v;hen  her  mother  was  very  ill  and  the  v/eath^r 
was  severely  cold,  she  took  her  little  brother,  Johnny,  to  the  barn  with 
her  to  do  the  chores.  He  was  kicked  by  one  of  the  mules  leaving  a serious 


^Letter  from  Ilrs,  J.  P. 

p 

Intervieti;  vrith  Mrs.  J. 

3 

Interview  with  Mrs.  H, 
Jj^nuary  6,  1945. 

^Interview  with  Mrs.  H, 
Kansas,  January  12,  1945,  Mrs, 
Catherine, 

5 

Interview  with  Mrs,  H. 
^■^bi.d. 

7 

Letter  from  Mrs.  J.  R. 


Pransy  Inmaa,  Kansas,  February  4,  1945. 

P.  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 
J.  Sdiger,  700  West  Fifth,  Newton,  Kansas, 

A.  Batzlaff,  133  l/2  West  Sixth,  Newton, 
Ratzlaff  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Sister 

J.  Ediger,  Newton,  Kansas,  January  6,  1945, 
Schmidt,  Waldheim,  Sask, , Canada,  January 


16,  1945. 
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wound.  She  calmly  took  him  to  the  house.  First  she  called  her  sisters 
into  the  kitchen  and  made  them  promise  they  would  not  tell  Mother,  and 
then  she  dressed  Johnny's  wound  just  like  a doctor.^  An  these  sympathies 
point  to  her  future  career, 

Althoxigh  she  was  very  sincere  and  conscientious  about  her  work, 
she  also  liked  to  play  jokes  on  people.  One  rainy  day  her  father  sent  har 
hrotheV,  Cornelius,  and  her  to  get  a pair  of  doubletrees .frdm  the  field 
across  the  creek.  They  both  rode  to  the  location  on  their  horses  and  dis- 
mounted to  pick  up  the  doubletrees.  Catherine  rested  her  end  of  the  double- 
trees  on  her  brother's  horse  while  she  mounted  her  horse.  Instead  of  aid- 
ing him  with  the  pair  of  doubletrees,  she  started  off  yelling  causing 
Cornelius's  horse  to  take  off  in  fright.  Kis  horse  turned  a short  corner, 
and  into  the  mud  and  water  rolled  Cornelius  with  the  pair  of  doubletrees 
on  ton  of  him.  They  laughed  about  it  for  days. 2 Late  one  autumn  Catherine 
and  Cornelius  when  riding  to  get  the  co^^rs  from  across  the  creek,  discovered 
a fine,  large  watermelon  in  the  patch  and  ate  the  melon.  After  they  had 
eaten  the  melon,  she  asked  him  to  help  her  mount  the  horse;  but  when  he 
found  it  difficult  to  get  on  his  horse  without  assistance  after  eating  all 
that  melon,  Catherine  laughed  to  heart's  content.  She  was  a good  sport 
about  joking  however;  but  the  thing  her  brother  did  not  like  about  her 
was  that  she  was  a girl  instead  of  a boy,"^ 

Not  only  was  she  well  liked  and  a leading  character  in  th?  home,  but 
also  among  her  friends  and  in  the  church,  she  v;as  well  liked  and  a hard 
v/orker.  She  was  greatly  devoted  to  her  church  and  Cod.  On  June  7,  1897, 
she  was  baptized  vgjon  the  confession  of  her  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  she  became  a member  of  the  Hennonite  church  from  which  she  never  trans- 
ferred her  church  membership,®  She  tolerated  all  creeds  and  churches  and 
visited  many  churches  of  different  faiths.®  She  was  a talented  speaker 
and  singer.  Although  she  took  active  part  in  the  church  choir,  she  never 
craved  to  do  any  specialized ^singing  or  make  any  formal  speeches;  however 
she  was  well  qualified.  She  was  always  an  outstanding  character  among  the 
girls  of  her  age,  although  she  was  rather  independent,*^ 


^Ibid. 

p 

'^Letter  from  Hr,  C.  J,  Voth,  Seneca,  New  Mexico,  Janua.ry  16,  1945. 
Mr,  Voth  is  Sister  Catherine's  brother, 

®Ibid.  ^Ibid. 

^Obituary:  Hennonite  Weekly  Review.  Newton,  Kansas,  August  25, 

1925. 

^Interview  with  Sister  Lena  Mae  Smith,  Newton,  Kansas,  January 
13,  1945,  She  was  a co-worker  with  Sister  Catherine, 

"^Interview  with  Mrs,  J«  B,  Sdiger,  Hoffnungseu  Church,  Inman, 
Kansas,  December  28,  1944. 
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Many  young  men  were  also  enticed  by  her  beautiful  personality. 

She  had  all  respect  for  the  sacredness  of  marriage.  She  had  a dear  friend 
who  left  as  a missionary  to  India,  and  each  day  they  would  think  of  each 
other  as  they  would  look  at  a certain  star  in  the  heavens,^  While  a 
nurse  she  was  engaged  to  a young  physician  who  was  doing  research  work 
with  the  disease,  black-spotted  fever,  in  the  hills  of  Kentucky,  but  he 
became  a victim  of  the  disease  and  died.^  This  helped  her  to  make  her 
decision  to  devote  her  life  to  her  Master  as  a deaconness,  because  she 
believed  that  there  can  be  true  love  only  once. 

Her  school  marks  were  excellent.  She  felt  that  she  must  prepare 
herself  for  a great  work  ahead;  so  after  she  had  passed  the  district 
school,  she  attended  the  Hillsboro  Preparatory  School  as  a puq)il  of  H.  D. 
Penner,^  where  she  was  an  outstanding  scholar.  She  also  spent  a short 
time  in  Bethel  College.  At  that  time  she  already  showed  unusual  poise, 
dignity  of  character,  and  power  of  concentration.  She  could  readily  gain 
the  love,  confidence,  and  respect  of  young  and  old.  Her  love  for  children 

and  need  ftr  money  led  her  to  the  decision  to  teach.  She  taught  near 
Inman,  Kansas,  and  Meno,  Oklahoma.  As  a teacher  she  was  friendly  and  tact- 
ful, yet  at  the  same  time  firm  in  her  convictions.  When  someone  was  in 
trouble,  she  would  understand  and  try  to  ease  the  pain.  She  not  only 
taught  book  subjects,  but  also  orderliness,  cleanliness,  and  etiquette, 
children  told  stories  from  home  or  related  incidents  that  did  not 
belong  to  school  life,  she  would  •'lot  capitalize  on  them  to  start  a country 
side  gossip.^  One  morning  an  excited  mother  came  to  her  to  find  out  what 
her  child  had  told  in  school  about  en  alarming  situation  in  their  home, 
Catherine  told  the  mother  very  calmly  that  she  knew  the  story  was  not  for 
the  press,  and  the  incident  was  soon  forgotten,^  She  was  a very  good 
disciplinarian,  and  she  did  not  use  the  rod,  which  was  a common  means  of 
punishment  in  those  days.  When  she  found  it  necessary  to  repremand  some 


^Interview  with  Sister  Lena  Mae  Smith,  Newton,  Kansas,  January 
13,  1945. 

2 

Interview  with  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  Becker,  Newton,  Kansas, 
January  6,  1945,  She  was  a pt:?)!!  and  co-worker  with  Sister  Catherin, 

3 

The  Reverend  H.  D.  Penner  was  the  founder  of  the  Hillsboro 
Preparatory  School, 

better  from  Sister  Anna  Gertrude  Penner,  Newton,  Kansas,  January 
16,  1945,  She,  the  daughter  of  H.  D.  Penner,  worked  under  Sister 
Catherine's  supervision, 

better  from  Mrs.  P.  D.  Gaeddert,  Newton,  Kansas,  Janmry  19, 
1945.  Mrs.  Gaeddert  and  Mrs.  H.  T.  Uhruh  were  Sister  Catherine's  pupils. 
Mrs.  Uhruh  is  th  agreement  with  these  statements. 
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students,  she  did  it  in  such  a humiliating  manner  that  the  students 
never  wished  to  he  repremanded  again.  She  was  very  thorough  and  exact 
in  her  teaching. ^ Strange  to  say  when  she  offered  a voluntary  course 
to  the  upper  grade  pupils  in  Bible  after  school,  al  of  them  stayed  with 
eagerness.  Today,  most  of  her  pupils  are  active  church  members  and  have 
a definite  occupation.  While  teaching  in  Meno,  Oklahoma,  she  boarded  in 
the  cold  attic  of  the  Becker  home  with  meager  equipment,  but  she  never 
grumbled.-  She  was  always  cheerful  and  concerned  about  her  pupils' 
welfares.*^ 

After  teaching  six  years  she  felt  she  must  do  even  more  for  her 
Master,  so  she  worked  at  Bethesda  Hopsital,  Goessel,  Kansas,  as  a nurses' 
aid  for  a short  time. 

About  this  time  there  was  some  interest in  various  Mennonite 
circles  in  opganizing  a deaconness  sisterhood.  The  Reverend  David 
Goerz,  in  particular  should  be  mentioned,  as  the  one  who  first  called 
^tteo^ipn  to  the  fact  that  the  Mennonite s needed  a "Sister  Home  and 
Hospital",  Catherine  was  one  of  the  first  volunteers  for  this  service. 

Her  letters  to  David  Goerz,  written  in  the  year  1905,  show  a rare  in- 
sight and  understanding  of  the  underlying  principles  of  the  organization.^ 

In  September  I,  1905,  she  left  for  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  a meager 
Supply.. of. .clothes  and.,»Qney  to* take  nurses'  training.  Through  prayer 
emd  hard  work  she  became  an  outctuiding  cadet.  Returning  to  Kansas  in 
the  autumn  months  of  1907,  she  served  as  a private  nurse  until  the 

con^iletion  of  the  construction  and  the  dedication  of  Bethel  Deaconness 
Hospital  on  J\ine  11,  1908,  "On  the  morning  of  that  eventful  date  she 

together  with  Sister  Frieda  Kaufmann  and  Ida  I^p  knelt  before  the  altar 
of  the  Firwt  Mennonite  Church  of  Newton  and  vowed  obedience,  willingness. 


^Interview  with  Sister  Sva  Becker,  Newton,  Kansas,  January  6,  1945. 
Sisters  Mary  Elizabeth  and  Eva  Becker,  her  pupils,  were  greatly  influenced 
by  her. 

2 

Interview  with  Sister  Bva  and  Sister  Mary  Elizabeth  Becker, 

Newton,  Kansas,  January  6,  1945.  She  stayed  in  their  home. 

^Ibid. 

4 

Letter  from  Dr.  R.  S.  Haury,  320  East  Third,  Newton,  Kansas, 
January  16,  1945.  Sister  Catherine  assisted  Dr.  Haury  in  hospital 
work. 

e 

^Obituary:  Mennonite  Weekly  Review.  Newton,  Kansas,  August  26, 

1926.  It  Is  in  the  possession  of  Sister  Dora  Richert,  Newton,  Kansas. 
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and  faithfulness  to  &od  in  the  calling  of  a deaconness. 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Sister  Catherine  to  do  pioneer  work,  "because 
the  sisters  and  nurses  were  few  in  num'ber,  and  every  sister  had  to  "be  the 
head  of  too  many  departments  of  hospital  work.  For  many  years  Sister 
Catherine  was  the  head  of  the  operating  room,  svroervisor  of  the  different 
floors,  part-time  instructor,  and  laboratory  technician. 

As  supervisor  of  the  onerating  room,  she  also  assisted  at  operations. 
She  was  deliberate  and  had  good  control  of  her  nerves.  She  never  seemed 
to  be  frustrated,  and  in  emergency  situations  ahe  practically  always  said 
and  did  the  right  thing, ^ In  those  pioneer  days  the  doctors  were  requested 
to  make  trips  to  the  country  to  wait  on  cases,  and  to  perform  emergency 
operations.  Sometimes  these  uatients  were  fifty  or  more  miles  from  Newton, 
The  doctors  would  depend  on  Sister  Catherine  to  accompany  them  to  these 
patients  to  offer  assistance,  Richard  S,  Haufy  cited  a few  cases  to 
show  how  much  courage  and  coolness  she  displayed.  The  one  was  a case  of 
profuse  internal  hemorrhage  and  the  other  a case  of  a very  acute  tyoe  of 
infection  of  the  appendix,  "In  both  instances  she  remained  calm  and  did 
her  work  admirably. "4 

It  was  fortunate  that  Sister  Catherine  had  a keen  scientific 
mind,  or  else  she  could  not  have  been  the  laboratory  technician  that  she 
was.  Scarcely  ever  did  she  mislead  doctors  in  her  analysis  and  reports 
on  their  cases, ° 

Her  duty  to  supervise  the  nurses  of  the  different  floors  was  a 
very  essential  part  of  the  hospital  arrangement.  This  required  tact  and 
patience,® 

She  enjoyed  teaching  the  nurses.  She  was  not  a theorist,  but  an 
artist  in  this  field.  She  believed  in  practical  teaching,  although  she 
did  not  neglect  the  scientific  -oart  of  it.  She  made  it  an  obligation  to 
use  practical  daily  occurrences  in  teaching  her  classes, Breaking  a, 
test  tube  or  a beaker  should  not  occur  very  often,  because  it  would  prove  ■ 


^Obituary:  Mennonite  Weekly  Review.  Newton,  Kansas,  August  25, 

1926.  After  Catherine  was  ordained  as  deaconaess  her  name  became  Sister 
Catherine. 

^Letter  from  Dr,  R.  S.  Haury,  320  East  Third,  Newton,  Kansas, 
January  6,  1945. 

^Ibid. 

%-etter  from  Dr.  R,  3.  Haury,  320  East  Third,  Newton,  Kg.nsas, 
January  16,  1945. 

^Ibid.  ®Ibid.  *^Ibid. 
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the  nurse  Is  either  careless  or  unduly  nervous 


1 


As  the  institution  faced  new  prohlems,  she  patiently  set  herself 
to  help  solve  them,  and  "blazed  the  trill  in  every  place  of  the  work.  She 
spent  the  summer  months  of  1911  in  North  Chicago  Hospital,  Chicago,  study- 
ing laboratory  techniques,  and  in  1912  she  spent  the  summer  in  St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  Chicago,  again  busy  with  laboratory  and  X-ray  work,2  She  was 
a trail  blazer  when  she  founded  the  Kansas  State  Nurses'  Association,  was 
appointed  to  the  State  Board  for  the  Examination  and  Registration  of 
Nurses  by  the  governor  in  1915,  and  four  years  later  became  the  president, 
a position  which  she  held  till  her  death.  She  was  also  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Nurses'  Association,  and  at  its  annual 
convention  she  outlined  the  plans  she  had  helped  to  draw  for  the 
development  of  prenursing  courses  in  Kansas  to  enable  students  to  enter 
the  schools  of  nursing  with  more  adequate  general  preparation,^ 


As  the  years  went  by.  Sister  Catherine  had  the  joy  of  seeing 
capable  women  whom  she  had  helped  to  train  take  some  of  the  work  from 
her  busy  hands;  most  of  the  teaching,  the  laboratory  work,  and  floor 
supervision  passed  to  others.  She  remained  in  her  position  as  Super- 
intendent of  Nurses  and  usually  served  as  first  assistant  to  the  surgeons 
in  the  operating  room,  "Her  patient  toil,  her  application  to  work,  her 
studious  life,  her  long  years  of  experience,  together  with  her  natural 
talents  and  her  mind,  had  made  of  her  more  than  what  the  physician  usually 
expects  to  find  in  a nurse, 


A frailty  that  was  encouraged  amd  fostered  through  circximstances 
was  her  desire  to  dominate  and  assume  authority  when  it  was  the  attending 
physician's  business  to  dictate  and  to  advise.  This  tendency  was  en- 
couraged by  the  doctor  himself  either  because  he  was  ioo  lazy  or  too 
much  occupied  in  his  profession.  "True  it  is,  sometimes  it  was  fortunate 
for  the  patient  that  this  was  the  case. 5 


^Letter  from  Dr.  R.  S.  Haury,  320  East  Third,  Newton,  Kansas, 
January  16,  1945, 

^Taken  from  a newspaper  clipping  in  the  possession  of  Mrs,  John 
P.  Franz,  Inman,  Kansas, 

3 

Writers'  Program  of  the  Workers  Project  Administration,  Lamps  on 
the  Prairie.  (Emporia;  Emporia  Gazette  Press,  1942),  pp.  195-197, 

4 

Taken  from  a newspaper  clipping  in  the  possession  of  Mrs,  John  P. 
Franz,  Inman,  Kansas. 

^Letter  from  Dr.  R,  S,  Haury,  320  East  Third,  Newton,  Kansas, 
January  16,  1945,  Mrs,  John  P.  Franz  agrees  with  the  general  idea  of 
these  statements. 
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Above  all  she  haxi  a great  passion  for  the  saving  of  men's  souls, 

She  was  first  of  all  a deconness,  a handmaid  of  God,  a sister  and  companion 
to  her  co-workers.  She  was  concerned  not  only  about  the  patient's  physical 
welfare,  but  also  his  spiritual  welfare.  During  the  whole  time  that  she 
served  in  the  Bethel  Deaconness  Hospital,  no  patient  left  the  place  with- 
out having  had  an  opportunity  to  learn  of  the  love  of  God,  She  was  an 
evangelist  at  heart.  She  had  such  a wise,  skillful  way  of  dealing  with 
people  that  before  they  realized  it,  they  respected  her.  She  was  so 
tactful  in  approaching  patients,  from  the  most  haggard,  hardhearted  man  to 
the  spoiled  child,  that  she  was  able  to  elevate  their  minds  to  her  level 
and  converse  with  them.  She  did  not  need  to  resort  to  slang  or  use  argument 
to  win  respect  from  her  patients,! 

She  often  made  the  remark  in  her  later  years  that  had  she  not 
worked  so  hard  at  home  during  her  yough  she  would  not  have  been  able  to 
do  what  she  did.  She  did  not  care  to  attend  many  dinners  and  conventions, 
because  she  felt  she  was  needed  by  her  patients.  When  ever  she  was  called 
during  the  night  to  minister  to  a patient,  she  never  felt  tired  or  sleepy; 
because  she  felt  it  was  God  calling  her,  "Her  inspiration  and  strength 
were  drawn  continiially  from  that  source  for  which  she  found  expression 
in  her  life  motto;  Psalm  37:  4,5,  "Delight  thyself  also  in  the  Lord;  and 
he  shall  give  thee  the  desires  of  thine  heart.  Commit  thy  way  unto  the 
Lord;  trust  also  in  him;  and  he  shall  bring  it  ot  pass,"  and  in  her  song: 

"When  I survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  glory  died, 

My  richest  gain  I count  but  loss. 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 

Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine. 

That  were  a present  far  to  small; 

Love  so  amazing,  so  divine. 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  ny  all."^ 

However  her  greatest  handicap  was  overwork  and  not  enough  hours 
of  relaxation, 2 

Two  days  before  she  underwent  an  operation  at  the  hospital  on 
August  4,  1926,  she  wrote  her  last  testimony  of  her  love  for  work  to 
the  "Nurses  of  Kansas",  which  reads: 


^Interview  with  Sister  Lena  Mae  Smith,  Newton,  Kansas,  January 
13,  1945. 

2 

Obituary:  Mennonite  Weekly  Review.  Newton,  Kansas,  August  25, 

1926,  It  is  in* the  possession  of  Sister  Dora  Richert, 

better  from  Dr.  R.  S.  Haury,  320  East  Third,  Newton,  Kansas, 
January  16,  1945, 


'•».  ■ vor.  •a.'  -6'i  PB-'i-  ..-js.  4^  r ■vv-McfA 

* ■ “ ■■  i fc- i >0  a ■■'K'ux.-iory'il  • rr>'  •*i'  i>'*  -bv  {,;•? 

r''V;  J -5  ,,*0  .0'  ';  ~ •,  -V^ 

'r^lia  ■ ’.  cs.^-  ,9r^.  ; ■ 

0 / \ /'  -.oL  *0  ' f;  ii'- 

■J:-  • ■;  • : ■. .il  rsvi  y::ir,-'.  .:.{•- 

'.viw  r'‘f -■  ;,.F,'f  ,^'T'3’na  ''  -i 

■ -rf.t  h-  oa"-'i(4'o.-  • ■.'’>  ©'■:  '*i0‘  r : '’o  a .■'rr'''  a 

- •■■•  'i*  . ^nirfo.v.  f?'  • '.i., 

' ' ■‘.'''ij  i.'.tr'.o  .b?3 

' .■'S"'  • . tl.'b  i«v:jc  br.-' 

‘.'•’j/ie'  '<• -.'i  iTOT''  ‘‘  ‘^■'t  "iU"  ■':* 


jA 

r . r.  r ^ ' 

4 

p*  * 

V'*' 

rI>-<  -;0‘VT 

Aai  '0 

■JAC 

W 

' '.  . M ■ ' * 

'.f'  ' 

•Jd-I  :.  ■•'I 

A'b  J 

' r '♦  < 

A O.r 

Kirfr 

i. 

t. 

A3  ^ • 

9'f'^'O  ''O.T 

r . • -V' 

■ '-‘XH 

fR.iX'; 

i::’  •ttvV'l  r 

. ci  .f  • 

•''  - ■'  •?  '•» 

. ^ 'V'-: '■  ; jf- 

,j  '’''T 

’■ 

■I't 

:'•■  ■■  I . x'-.j  i 

••  \ "'■■n 

tp.q 

- ■ •■>  ■: 

‘ : t: 

:■  ; '■  -r 

ub 

.-'i/j''’' 

■ ’ 

•*• 

;■  *• 

; ;:■  •; 

5.J . ; 

/ ■ '■ 

-Jr 

..  X<r*  ■ XCi.',  'X  V 

■iV<' 

' . ■ '■'* 

■'1  *»’ 

?•  c-  ' 

fi'.. 

r 

-r  ' r..'  ( 1 j*jT; 

.■trix.’  - 

r 

.T  ' 

-v-^.  •■ 

. . A • 

, , 4 .... 

Y 

•Ic 

!jv-f  \,:i ' 

.tCroO  . V 

■a 

■'••j.i  6n 

"1  »' «« 

■'j  » 

1 Ir 

fvj-;  •'^t.i. 

■ * 70 

r ■ ,-  ; 

*w-  ^ ’>ri' 

■ • ' ’’s  ii 

0 '*  • 

'i**/  . 

; 

p-'  : ''  y".o  ■*■'  . 

-1;xJOi  I ' '.'•.■1.  ’D'"--'!'  ..i  ' 

.•  iji-  : .r,(JS  "uv  . ,'?'■?  '.jrv  '-A 


r ' 'r  rr-i  ■'  ■.'  •'  ■?•  '.cf  ■i  ::>w 

, ;.  *.i  ' ^ , iVjT,  ' 

'■'.'1  . ...  .L. 

' ’ .■ 
r.' b r .\o.  ■ '■  ■•. n.’>  ' .1 ' '■  . "f-.  T'"-" -'"T 

^'v,  ••■  ■,.■>  " > V ■■<■  T'  ..'  fi  o''’V 

:•  . . . V.  ■ ,^3  Zi.xiA 


-’O" 

• / f.-  fX  ... 

/T  ,hrJ  "■I  ;.  ..  . vi 

"i'V:  * . r.^ri'x'. 


r ' jw 

Ji!  .' 


A-' 


■N.' 


,b’ 


i‘  Ja«.  • : ft..:-  *»xt  •:  ^ : .• 

,ff.;  -;Xor-  fint'ixr-' 


r.--  •1'^  .■•AB.f';  ■ . -y.i'r  ■ j 


8819 

32 

10 


”Denr  Friends: 


46 


”As  I am  facing  an  operation  and  the  outcome  looks  doubtful,  I 
feel  as  though  I have  reached  a definite  turning  point  in  ny  professional 
carrer. 


”My  love  for  the  great  work  of  nursing  and  my  respect  for  my 
co-workees  of  the  K.S.N.A.,  prompt  me  to  send  you  a few  words  of  en- 
couragement to  carry  on  the  good  work, 

"Support  the  officers  of  the  K.S.N.A,,  work  toward  higher  standard 
of  establishing  a school  of  tupsing  in  Kansas  university,  or  in  some  other 
school  in  the  state,  with  the  ultimate  aim  of  better  care  for  the  sick 
of  all  classss  of  people.  Let  the  love  of  God  and  kindness  to  huma,nity 
pron^t  your  efforts,  and  you  will  be  a blessing  to  others  and  be  blessed 
yourself.  Thank  you  for  all  love  and  courtesy  you  have  shown  me, 

"Lovingly, 

"Sister  Catherine"^ 

Her  physical  body  passed  on  August  19,  1926;  but  her  spirit 
still  lives  in  our  memories.  The  secret  of  her  success  was  her  love  to 
God,  love  of  men,  and  love  for  work. 


^Writers'  Program  of  Works  Project  Administration,  Lanys  on  thg 
Prairie,  (Emporia:  Emporia  Gazette  Prees,  1942).  pp,  196-197, 
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CHAPTER  VII 


JOHN  ELWOOi^  ERAZER 


Preface 


I ehof«  the  life  of  my  gran'^father,  Mr.  John  Elwoo'^  Frazer, 
because  I have  hear»1  ^ny  parents  talk  so  much  about  him;  an-i  I have  always 
(^esiref^  to  know  him.  He  when  I was  three  years  ol-l;  hence  I f^o  not 

remember  him.  I feel  that  i ‘have  become  well  acquaints'^  with  him  as  a 
result  of  this  project.  I think  I have  grown  to  know  a won/^erful  person. 
He  live^  a full  life,  influencing  the  lives  of  many  'oeople.  The  f^ays  of 
John  Elwoofl  Frazer  were  har^i  ones,  but  I think  he  took  a-^vantage  of  all 
the  opportunities  that  were  before  him,  gaining  en-^less  knowle'^ge. 

A great  ^leal  of  this  information  is  what  I have  gathere-^  from  my 
father,  Mr.  James  Garfiel'^  Frazer,  first  hanfl. 

I am  greatly  in<lebte'^  to  Rev.  Oliver  M,  Frazer  for  the  information 
he  has  given  me. 

On  these  pages,  I have  trie/’  to  portray  th®  real  life  of  John 
Elwoo^’  Frazer.  • I hope  I can  share  my  inspiration  with  those  who  will 
rea'^  this  tribute  to  a courageous  soul. 


It  * * 

The  most  outstan-^ing  characteristic  of  Mr.  John  Elwoo'^  Frazer  was 
that  of  leaf^ership.  Recause  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a teacher,  ureacher, 
farmer,  an-^  a minor  politician,  the  qualities  of  lea-’ership  which  he  pos- 
sessed were  very  strong. 

The  early  life  of  John  Elwood  Frazer  was  spent  in  Richmond, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  born  March  4,  lf?54.  In  1H61  when  John  Elwood  Frazer 
was  seven  years  old,  Mr.  James  Frazer  and  his  wife,  Ruth  Witson  Frazer,^ 
settle-^  on  a farm  in  Southeast >=>rn  Iowa.  This  was  about  two  miles  from  the 
village  of  Pleasant  Plain,  Jefferson  County,  Iowa.  Here  John  Elwood 
Frazer  grew  into  young  manhood. 

"The  neighborhood  in  which  we  lived  would  now  be  considere-^  an 
old-fashioned  neighborhood.  We  ha^  none  of  the  modern  improvements  such 
as  running  water,  furnace,  electricity,  automobiles,  and  many  other 
gadgets  used  in  modern  times. 


The  father  and  mother  of  John  Elwood  Frazer. 
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”He  was  my  oli^er  brother  anil  I was,  In  common  langxiage,  his  'kii^ 
brother. • 

"We  raisef^  corn,  hogs,  sheep,  horses,  cows,  chickens,  geese, 
turkeys,  ducks,  rye,  oats,  sweet  and  Irish  potatoes,  sorghum  for  molasses, 
and  barley.  We  butchered,  our  own  pork,  pickled  and  smoked  the  hams  and 
shoulders,  and  made  sausage  and  scrapple.  We  had  peaches,  plums,  concord 
grapes,  and  plenty  of  apples. 

"/is  the  seasons  came  and  went  we  were  working  with  the  changes 
of  seedtime  and  hai‘vest,  laying  in  a store  for  the  severe  winters  of 
Iowa. 


The  farm  that  John  lllwood  IVazer  lived  on  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  Forty  acres  of  this  was  in  woods.  Splitting  rails  for  the 
old  fashioned  rail  fences  was  part  of  the  work  that  had  to  be  done.  He 
also  had  to  keep  these  fences  in  repair.  He  chopped  wood  for  heating  pur- 
poses; as  coal,  oil,  or  gas  were  not  available. 

The  centers  of  interest  in  the  community  life  in  Indiana  were  the 
one-room  schoolhouses,  Quaker  meetings,  and  the  social  gatherings. 

The  spelling  school  was  a great  attraction  during  the  winter 
months.  There  would  be  a long  line  of  spellers  standing  around  the  walls 
of  the  schoolhouse,  all  standing  to  take  their  turn  in  spelling  as  the 
words  were  pronounced.  The  one  who  missed  spelling  a word  on  second  trial 
must  then  sit  down.  It  was  quite  an  honor  for  a person  to  spell  the  whole 
group  down. 

The  older  boys,  from  sixteen  on,  went  to  the  one-room  schoolhouse 
in  the  winter.  The  rest  of  the  time  they  were  needed  on  the  farm. 

Learning  the  three  R*s,  "reading,  riting,  and  rithmetic,"  was  about  all 
the  education  that  the  average  young  man  received  in  those  days. 

The  neighborhood  meeting  was  a Friends'  Meeting  called  Queers. 

All  this  time  the  meetings  were  held  on  the  First  without  a minister. 

The  neighbors  met,  and  anyone  who  wished  could  pray  or  speak.  In  the  time 
of  the  young  manhood  of  John  Flwood  Frazer,  there  were  visiting  ministers 
who  would  come  through  the  country  to  visit  families  and  meetings.  ’.'Hien 
it  was  announced  that  these  ministers  were  coming,  (usually  two  would  come 


Rev.  Oliver  M.  Frazer,  25  Brownell  Street,  Worcester  2, 
Massachusetts.  Taken  from  a letter  written  to  me  on  "December  20,  1944. 

He  is  a brother  of  John  Flwood  Frazer. 

2 

Sunday.  The  popular  names  for  the  days  of  the  weeks  and  months, 
being  of  pagan  ancestry,  were  discarded.  Sunday  was  First  "Day,  Mon-’ay  was 
Second  "Day,  January  was  First  Month,  February  was  Second  Month,  etc. 
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together),  John  !)illwoO(i  Frazer  woul»^  unhitch  the  horses  if  he  was  working 
in  the  fielrl,  come  to  the  house,  and  gather  in  a family  circle.  These 
ministers  woul^  holr^  family  meetings  telling  about  the  f^ospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  an*’  giving  personal  messages. 

Family  worship  was  customary.  The  head  of  the  family  in  all 
earnest  Quaker  families  saw  to  it  that  the  Holy  Bible  was  rea*’  every 
morning,  an<l  that  the  rea»^ing  was  followed  by  nrayer. 

The  Quakers  were  very  strict  an/^  rigi/^  in  rearing  their  children 
an»^  training  them.  One  ^ay  two  little  Quakeresses  were  playing  vAien  some- 
thing came  up  about  which  they  ^^isagreefl.  One  little  girl  wante(l  to  call 
the  other  a bad  name,  but  because  of  their  strict  bringing  up  she  di'^  not 
know  any  bad  names.  She  turne'^  to  her  olaymate  and  said  with  a good  deal 
of  force,  "Thee,  little  'you'  thee.'"^  Such  were  the  conditions  under 
which  John  Blwood  Frazer  was  brought  up.  Such  religious  environment  and 
training  had  much  influence  upon  him* 

Some  of  the  activities  in  the  social  life  of  the  community  were 
«5kating,  coasting  parties,  and  box  suppers.  The  box  suppers  were  very 
popular.  The  yo\mg  ladies  would  take  a well-filled  box  lunch.  The 
highest  bidder  would  have  the  pleasure  of  eating  v/ith  the  lady  who  owned 
the  box.  Sometimes  they  would  draw  the  boxes  by  lot  to  mix  things  up  so 
no  one  knew  just  what  girl  he  woul-^  have  to  eat  with. 

It  was  the  ambition  of  the  young  men  to  have  a horse  and  buggy, 
Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings,  one  woiold  often  see  them  out  riding. 

There  were  fishing  trins,  squirrel,  duck,  racoon,  and  prairie 
chicken  hunts.  On  Saturday  afternoons  games  were  often  played. 

In  the  suring  of  1S79  when  John  ^Iwood  Frazer  was  twenty-eight 
years  old,  the  family  move'’  to  Kansas,  There  were  five  or  six  covered 
wagons  that  left  at  the  same  time.  What  an  impression  these  prairie 
schooners  must  have  made  as  the  train  of  them  left,'  They  settled  about 
two  miles  west  of  Lacrosse,  Kansas,  in  Hush  County. 

"His  first  work  was  working  in  a stone  quarry.  ^ He  blasted  the 
rock  out  for  his  house  and  barn.  He  also  made  enough  stone  posts  to  fence 
his  farm.  These  posts  are  still  standing  today. 

"This  farm  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  virgin  soil.  Hever 
before  had  this  soil  been  touched  by  a plow  share.  This  had  to  be  done  and 
John  FI wood  Frazer  set  about  to  do  it. 


Since  the  seventeenth  century  "thou"  and  "thee"  were  pronouns 
used  exclusively  toward  inferiors,  the  Qxiakers,  with  conscientious  uer- 
versity,  proceeded  to  identify  themselves  with  the  lowly  by  using  "thou" 
and  "thee,"  In  nlain  speech,  "Mr.  and  Mrs,"  was  shunned;  and  children 
learned  to  speak  of  their  elders  as  plain  "John  Brown." 
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”The  early  pioneer  ^ayn  in  Hush  County  were  harr^  for  him.  It  was 
(difficult  for  a family  to  stay  on  a claim  throughout  the  winter.  Being  a 
member  of  the  Opakers  in  Indiana,  these  Q,uakers  sent,  each  fall,  pro~ 
visions  consiste^^  of  clothing,  fruit,  flried  apples,  com  meal,  and  other 
supplies  needed  in- the  pioneer  country.  Since  there  was  no  railroad  near 
his  claim,  John  El wood  Erazer  had  to  drive  twenty- five  miles  to  Hays, 

Kansas,  to  get  the  supplies.  At  first  he  drove  with  oxen  and  a wagon.  He 
would  camp  along  the  road  at  night.  The  carload  of  supplies  would  come  in 
late  fall  or  early  winter  and  the  weather  would  be  cold.  When  he  stopped 
to  camp  along  the  way  on  the  prairie,  he  stretched  a canvas  around  the 
wagon  and  blanketed  the  horses.  He  slept  under  the  wagon,  and  when  he 
would  wake  up  the  next  morning,  there  would  often  be  snow  on  the  ground 
around  him. 

"Meat  was  very  scarce  suxd  during  the  cold  weather  they  would  keep 
meat  outdoors.  They  salted  down  rabbits  and  put  them  in  a barrel.  The 
fuel  supply  was  very  low  and  vital  in  that  country  where  no  trees  existed. 
The  pioneers  were  forced  to  pick  up  buffalo  chips,  bones,  and  made  twisted 
bunches  of  blue  stem  grass,  which  they  stored  up  so  that  they  would  have 
fuel  for  winter  tlme."^ 

In  1883  John  Sldood  Eraser  moved  to  Lacrosse,  Kansas,  and  pur- 
chased the  Lacrosse  newspaper  business  known  as  the  Lacrosse  Chieftian. 

He  was  editor  of  this  newspaper  for  a number  of  years. 

"He  took  paht  in  a number  of  County  Seat  Wars  in  western  Kansas. 

In  the  early  days  in  the  western  counties,  they -had  difficulty  in 
establishing  the  county  seat  town  for  the  different  coxxnties.  The  trouble 
between  the  towns  was  that  each  town  wanted  to  be  the  county  seat,  as  that 
was  considered  the  best  town,  Mr.  John  Elwood  Erazer  printed  a special 
edition  of  the  Lacrosse  Chieftian  in  red  type  vdien  controversy  arose. 

This  was  between  Lacrosse,  Kansas,  and  Hush,  Kansas.  No  blood  was  shed. 
Finally  Lacrosse,  Kansas,  got  to  be  the  county  seat. "2 

Being  public  spirited,  John  Elwood  Frazer  made  several  political 
speeches  out  in  the  new  country. 

In  1889,  John  Elwood  Frazer  moved  to  Halstead,  Harvey  Covinty, 

Kansas.  Because  there  was  a (Quaker  settlement  in  this  county  and  some 
of  his  <^uaker  relatives  were  living  here,  he  decided  he  would  like  to  move 
to  Halstead  where  he  would  be  with  Quakers. 

He  spent  twenty- five  years  teaching  school  in  Harvey  "County,  KaJisas. 
He  was  a very  able  school  teacher. 


Mr.  James  Sarfield  Frazer,  322  Chestnut  Street,  Halstead,  Kansas. 
Taken  from  an  interview  with  him  December  26,  19^.  at  his  home.  He  is  a 
son  of  Mr.  John  Elwood.  Frazer. 

^r.  Bert  Mirick,  227  Sweesy  Street,  Halstead,  Kansas.  Taken  from 
an  interview  %dth  him  December  31.  19^^.  at  his  home.  He  is  a brother- 
in-law  of  Mr.  John  Elwood.  Frazer. 
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"His  three  sons,  James,  Herman,  an/i  John,  were  his  pupils.  The 
youngest  one,  John,  thought  that  he  woulfl  take  a^^vantage  of  his  father's 
being  the  teacher  ani9  flo  as  he  please*^.  John  El  wood  Frazer  tolr^  his  son 
to  be  a goofl  boy,  but  after  three  or  four  (^ays  of  tricks,  he  jerket^  him 
out  of  his  seat,  took  a book,  an(1  gave  him  a good  licking.  After  this,  the 
small  boy  behaver^  himself. 

"One  boy  struggling  frantically  with  an  surlthaetic  prObleB  Mas  told 
by  John  El wood  Frazer  to  start  with  the  problem  by  floing  a little  at  a 
time.  He  comparec’  this  with  a farmer  that  takes  a bushel  of  corn  out  to 
feed  the  steers.  Some  of  the  steers  will  i^ive  right  after  the  feed  anfl 
others  will  take  it  little  by  little.  You  will  benefit  the  most  if  you 
take  the  problem  little  by  little."! 

John  Elwoofl  Frazer  was  County  Super inten(ient  for  four  years.  He 
was  the  first  County  Super inten^ient  in  Harvey  County  to  occupy  a place  in 
the  new  Court  House  at  Newton,  Kansas. 

Many  people,  now  sixty  to  sixty-five  years  olf^  anr^  living  at 
Halstea<^,  were  his  pupils.  He  traveled  over  Harvey  County  and  visited 
all  of  the  rural  schools  as  well  as  town  schools.  The  children  always 
looks'^  forward  eagerly  to  his  com'ing  because  he  would  always  have  some- 
thing new  and  different  for  then. 

John  El  wood  Frazer  also  playe<^  an  active  part  in  politics.  He 
served  as  State  Representative  of  Harvey  County  to  the  State  Legislature 
at  Topeka  from  1893  till  1897. 

"John  Elwood  Frazer  was  of  a progressive  nature.  He  was  a student 
all  of  his  life."^ 

John  El  wood  Frazer  atten^^e*^  the  Great  Bend  Central  Normal  School 
at  Great  Bend,  Kansas,  and  Kansas  State  Teachers  College  at  Emporia, 

Kansas.  He  possessed  a very  strong  personality  an<»  character.  He  always 
maf^e  his  own  decisions,  never  asking  the  advice  of  others.  He  never 
wanted  to  take  orders  from  anyone;  therefore,  he  chose  to  be  a farmer  and 
be  his  own  boss. 

Every  Sunday  he  attended  Q,uaker  Church.  These  meetings  were 
solemn  and  quiet;  but  when  one  was  moved  by  the  spirit  to  talk  one  arose 
and  a<^dressed  the  group.  Quite  often  John  Elwood  Frazer  rose  and  gave 
an  inspiring  address  to  the  group.  He  conducted  family  worship  regularly. 


Mr.  James  G.  Frazer,  o£.  cit. 

2 

Mrs.  Maude  McEaniels,  800  W.  12th  Street,  Apartment  12,  Topeka, 
Kansas.  Taken  from  a letter  written  to  me  on  December  15,  19^^*  She  is 
a 'daughter  of  John  Elwood  Frazer. 
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"The  last  time  I remember  visiting' Brothel^  John  at  his  country 
home  in  Kansas,  we  gatherer^  together  he  read  from  the  Bi'ble  anfl 
engaged  in  prayer.”^ 

"He  did.  not  believe  in  fighting,  but  was  afraid  of  no  man.  He 
always  stood  for  the  right,  and  would  stand  against  any  od^s  vdien  he 
believed  he  was  right. "2 

"As  a kid  brother  I thought  there  never  was  such  a fine  brother 
as  John  El wood  Frazer.  I came  as  near  worshiping  him  as  any  brother 
could.  He  was  a great  commoner*  He  took  an  interest  in  life  and  all  the 
elements  of  it.  He  was  a hard  worker.  He  was  a fine  neighbor  an>^  a 
devout  man  in  his  religious  life.  He  was  very  close  to  his  father, 
seeking  him  for  advice  when  he  felt  the  need  of  advice* "3 

Being  of  Irish  descent,  he  possessed  Irish  wit  and  humor.  It 
was  always  easy  for  him  to  tell  jokes  and  make  funny  illustrations.  He 
was  always  original.  \/hen  working  on  the  farm  and  something  would  go 
wrong,  he  would  always  see  the  jolly  side  of  it. 

^ The  remaining  years  of  the  life  of  John  Elwood  Frazer  were  spent 
on  the  farm  northwest  of  Halstead,  because  he  chose  the  farm  life  to  that 
of  town.  These  years  were  rich  and  full  of  experience  for  him.  Here  he 
died  Atigust  28,  1927* 


Rev.  Oliver  M.  Frazer,  0£.  ^.it . 

^r.  Charles  Smith,  220  W.  Thir-^  Street,  Halstead,  Kansas.  Taken 
from  an  interview  with  him  at  his  house  on  January  I6,  19^5*  He  was  a 
first  cousin  of  Mr.  John  Elwood  Frazer. 

^Rev.  Oliver  M.  Frazer,  o£.  pit. 
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CHAPTER  71 I I 


CORNELIUS  H.  PRIESEN 


Preface 

The  pnrpose  of  my  writing  this  hiographical  sketch  is  to  show  how 
Grandfather's  life  has  "been,  and  continues  to  he,  one  of  service,  in  which 
the  soul  is  emphasized  more  than  the  body. 

Some  of  the  information  and  incidents  in  this  paper  have  been 
given  to  me  by  my  mother  and  father  at  different  times;  therefore  it  is 
not  foot-noted. 

I wish  to  thank  everyone  who  has  so  kindly  given  me  information 
for  the  writing  of  this  paper.  Since  I did  not  treat  th*  whole  life  of 
my  grandfather,  I have  not  included  all  cf  the  information  that  these  per- 
sons have  given  to  me.  I am,  nevertheless,  grateful  for  it. 


m * * 

In  1879*  Grandfather,  who,  as  a boy,  had  beheld  the  Russian  Menno- 
nite  villages  with  wonder,  came  to  America  as  a young  man  of  nineteen  to 
live  the  life  of  a pioneer  *n  the  prairie  of  Kansas.^ 

Forty-seven  of  his  sixty-six  years  in  America  Grandfather  Cornelius 
H.  Friesen  spent  on  a farm.  Farming,  however,  was  not  his  main  interest. 
His  son,  Peter,  says,  ”The  farm  and  farming  to  him  was  not  his  chief  ambi- 
tion; it  just  afforded  him  a place  and  partial  means  to  live  in  the  commu- 
nity which  he  tried  to  serve. ”2 

During  six  of  the  years  that  he  lived  on  a farm,  he  taught  school, 
because  this  really  was  his  chief  interest.  Jacob  Z,  Funk  says  that  Grand- 
father "was  a great  friend  of  teaching."  His  pupils  were  fond  of  him,  be- 
cause he  was,  not  only  their  teacher,  but  also  their  friend. 3 

His  interest  in  teaching  was  demonstrated  when,  in  1886,  he  was 
instrumental  in  helping  John  F.  Harms,  Peter  Balzer,  and  Henry  H.  Ewert 
organize  the  German  Teachers’  Conference  at  Halstead,  Kansas. 


IPeter  Friesen,  a son  of  Cornelius  Friesen.  In  a letter  written 
January  30*  19^5* 

2lbid. 


3jacob  K,  Funk,  a friend  of  Cornelius  Friesen,  In  a letter  written 
January  26,  19^5» 
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The  teachers  of  the  surrounding  communities  assembled  for  tw«  con- 
ferences a year  to  discuss  means  of  improving  the  teaching  profession.  One 
meeting  was  i|ield  in  summer  or  In  spring  and  the  other  one  during  the  week 
between  Chrii^tmae  and  New  Year.  Grandfather  took  active  part  in  these  con- 
ferences.^ Ills  son,  Adolf,  states  tliat  "as  a teacher  his  interest  in  school 
work  could  ne\^r  have  been  too  «reat.  "2 

During  these  years,  and  especially  later,  he  was  greatly  interested 
in  reading.  Grandfather  told  me  that  one  of  his  supreme  interests  was,  and 
still  is,  studying  religious  books  and  magazines. 3 Several  of  his  children 
fondly  picture  their  father  as  one  who  spent  much  of  his  time  reading. 

Henry  (my  father)  sees  him  with  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  an  expository 
book  in  the  other  hand  to  compare  one  scripture  passage  with  another.^ 

Adolf  expresses  his  picture  thus:  "I  see  him  absorbed  reading  [a]  book  or 

[a]  paper. "5 

His  daughter,  Pauline,  says  that  at  times  "he  would  be  so  interested 
in  his  book  that  he  would  forget  it  was  time  to  go  to  his  work  in  the 
field."®  Henry’s  wife  (my  mother)  has  told  me  that  Grandfather  used  to 
read  while  he  helped  Grandmother  wash.  With  one  hand  he  rocked  the  cylinder 
of  the  washing  machine,  and  with  the  other  hand  he  held  the  book  he  was 
reading. 


During  the  years  when  the  horse  and  buggy  was  used  as  a^  means  of 
transportation.  Grandfather  usually  took  some  reading  material  with  him 
to  -read  while  he  was  driving. 

Through  his  wide  reading.  Grandfather  acquired  an  invaluable  amount 
of  knowledge,  and  through  his  writing,  he  passed  this  knowledge  on  to 
others. 7 


^Karl  Priesen,  a son  of  Cornelius  Priesen.  In  an  interview  at 
his  home,  January  19,  19^5* 

p 

Adolf  Priesen,  a son  of  Cornelius  Priesen.  In  a letter  written 
Pebruary  6,  19^5* 

3Cornelius  Priesen.  In  an  interview  in  his  hsme,  December  29, 

1944, 

4 

Henry  C.  Priesen.  In  an  interview  in  his  home,  January  21, 

19^4. 

5 

Adolf  Priesen,  op.  cit. 

W.  J.  K.  *-Proese.  In  a letter  written  January  26,  1945* 

^Peter  Priesen,  op.  cit. 
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Ho  has  done  a large  amount  of  writing  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  "began 
with  the  writing  of  news  for  local  and  church  papers.  Later  he  treated 
social,  church,  and  theological  su"bjects,l  His  articles  are  widely  read 
and  enjoyed  "by  many,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  J,  K,  Funk  say  that  “even  in  Europe  the 
people  enjoy  to  read  it  [his  writing],  ”2  However,  "because  of  Grandfather's 
"being  too  direct,  or  "not  "beating  around  the  bush,  "3  his  articles  have 
been  severely  criticized. 

Grandfather  recognized  this  weakness  and  told  me  that  he  "would 
have  given  up  writing,  but  whenever  encouraged  by  people  of  all  walks  of 
life,  I kept  on,  I know  it  [the  writing]  did  not  amount  to  much, 

His  writing,  however,  shows  a good  style  and  fine  organization, 5 
His  handwriting,  although  hindered  by  an  unsteady  hand,  is  beautiful. 

Whether  Grandfather  reads  or  writes,  or  whether  he  farms  or  teaches, 
he  reveals  his  spiritual  thoughts  and  beliefs.  In  all  these  things  he 
keeps  his  mind  on  the  never-dying  soul*,  of  m^.  His  favorite  subject  of 
conversation  is  always  a religious  subject,®  Somehow  he  guides  most  of 
his  conversations  to  spiritual  things. 

In  the  home  he  and  Grandmother  instructed  their  children  in  the 
Bible,  Every  day  was  begun  with  Scripture  reading  and  prayer,  and  every 
day  was  closed  in  the  same  manner,  Ifenry  said  that  he  always  looked  for- 
ward to  this  daily  family  worship  hour, 7 The  Sunday  morning  church  services 
were  attended  as  regularly  as  was  possible.  If  the  family  was  unable  to 
worship  in  the  church,  it  worshipped  in  the  home.  Whenever  Grandfather 
and  Grandmother  went  away  from  home  for  a day.  Grandfather  "would  require 
the  children  to  memorize  Bible  verses  or  stanzas  out  of  the  church  song 
book,  "2  This  religious  instruction  was  not  in  vain.  The  neighbor  boys 
realized  that  they  had  not  received  in  religious  instruction  what  Grand- 
father's family  was  privileged  to  have, 9 

Grandfather’s  further  interest  in  religious  instruction  was  demon- 
strated when  he  was  instrumental  in  opening  a Sunday  school  in  1880, 'in  his 
home  community  near  Goessel,  This  school  for  young  people  was  conducted 
during  the  summer  months  every  Sunday  afternoon, Since  that  time,  he 


^Cornelius  Priesen,  In  a letter  written  February  26,  19^5* 

^Mr,  and  Mrs,  J,  Z,  Punk,  In  a letter  written  January  26,  19^5* 
3nenry  C,  Priesen,  op,  clt,  ^Cornelius  Priesen,  op,  cit, 

5peter  S,  Goerz,  ^Cornelius  Priesen,  op,  cit, 

?Henry  C,  Priesen,  op«  cit,  ^Peter  Priesen,  op,  cit, 

^Henry  C,  Priesen,  op,  cit,  ^^Comelius  Priesen,  op,  cit. 
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has  almost  continually  been  a Sunday  school  teacher. 

Although  he  was  sincerely  interested  in  the  Sunday  school  and  other 
church  work,  he  was  not  always  given  a fair  chance  to  help  in  this  work. 
Grandfather  said,  ”0n  account  of  my  writings,  I was  probably  not  liked 
very  much  at  home,  because  I came  [spoke]  right  out."l  Even  though  the 
church  leaders  were  not  very  eager  to  give  him  a chance  to  help  personally, 
they  could  not  keep  him  from  praying  for  the  church  and  its  pastor. ^ Many 
times  I have  heard  him  pray  for  the  pastor  and  other  church  leaders. 

As  I know  him.  Grandfather  is  a humble  man.  Very  seldom  have  I 
heard  him  talk  about  himself,  except  in  a spirit  of  humility.  "I  should 
have  lived  differently  with  the  knowledge  I have, ” he  concluded  after  he 
had  related  some  of  his  spiritual  experiences. 3 I have  often  marvelled 
at  his  faith  in  God  in  the  time  of  illness  and  death  in  his  family* 

Grandfather’s  life  has  not  been  one  of  riches  and  leisure,  but  he 
has  trusted  in  God  for  protection  and  strength  to  work  for  his  living. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  his  life  in  America,  he  and  his  family  have 
lived  a simple  life.  Everyone  helped  to  "make  ends  meet. " Henry  said 
that  the  boys  worked  in  the  field  at  a very  early  age.  Sometimes  this  may 
have  revealed  some  of  Grandfather's  unconcern,^ 

If  Grandfather  had  been  very  much  interested  in  farming,  he  prob- 
ably would  have  been  a more  prosperous  farmer.  Although  he  enjoyed  it, 
his  real  interest  was  not  in  farming.  Henry  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that 
he  should  not  have  lived  on  the  farm,  because  he  was  no  farmer.  It  is  not 
that  he  did  not  know  how,  because  he  read  enough  farm  papers  to  be  a sci- 
entific farmer,  but  rather,  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  advice  in  the 
papers. 5 


He  was  interested  in  doing  work  that  would  bring  him  in  contact 
with  people — many  people.  Work,  such  as,  selling  books,  reading  literature, 
corresponding  through  letters  and  news  papers,  attending  conferences,  and 
teaching  Sunday  school  classes,  gave  him  the  satisfaction  of  having  done 
real  service. 

Grandfather  is  now  eighty-five  years  old.  Even  though  his  coarse, 
gray  hair,  his  wrinkled  face,  and  his  use  of  a cane  portray  a man  of  age, 
the  sparkle  of  his  eyes  and  the  brisk  walking  pace  reveal  a man  of  much 
energy^  He  still  spends  a considerable  amount  of  his  time  in  reading — 
acquiring  knowledge — and  writing— passing  it  on  to  others,®  He  continues 
to  be  actively  interested  in  the  Sunday  school  and  other  church  work.  His 
interest  and  desire  to  participate  in  something  that  will  give  him  the 
opportunity  to  help  someone  is  unfaltering,  because  "is  not  the  soizl  more 


^Ibid.  ^Ibid.  3i'bid*  0,  Friesen,  op,-  cit,  3lbid 

^eter  Friesen,  op,  cit. 
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than  the  body? 
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CHAPTER  IX 


MARY  ANN  EVANS:  THE  MELIORIST 
Preface 

Writing  a "biogra-nhy  on  someone  you  never  knew  cen  sometimes  nrove 
facinating.  At  least,  I've  found  it  so  in  dealing  with  the  life  of  the 
famous  novelist,  G-eorge  Eliot.  Concerning  the  title  I have  chosen,  "The 
Meliorist,"  I would  like  to  say  I use  this  because  George  Eliot  liked  to 
call  herself  that.  She  was  neither  an  ontimist  nor  a ■oessimist;  but  liked 
the  term  meliorist,  which  to  her  meant  that  the  world  would  become  better 
by  the  power  of  man  to  malce  for  the  betterment. 

I can  not  say  that  George  Eliot  lived  a nerfect  life.  In  fact,  I 
would  much  nrefer  to  say  that  from  generations  back,  up  to  the  nresent  age, 
the  families  have  not  ap-Droved  or  accented  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  her 
religious  beliefs,  nor  the  situations  confronting  the  fact  of  her  illegal 
marriage  to  George  Lewes. 

She  being  my  aunt,  I feel  in  some  way  strangely  linked  together  with 
her.  I,  at  times,  almost  feel  as  if  I had  really  kno'/m  her.  My  Great- 
Grandfather,  Robert  Evans,  her  half-brother,  was  seventeen  years  old  when 
George  Eliot  was  born.  He  knew  much  concerning  the  facts  of  her  life  when 
she  was  young,  in  spite  of  the  fact  they  were  senarted  when  she  was  four 
months  old.  Later,  Robert  Evans  came  to  America,  where  opportunities  and 
chances  for  advancement  seemed  greater.  He  left  the  old  country  ’-^hen  his 
sister.  Prances  Lucy,  married.  He  felt  there  was  nothing  to  keep  him  in 
Wales. 


He  did  not  know  about  George  Eliot  excent  through  letters  he  re- 
ceived from  his  sister.  She  wrote  to  George  Eliot  regularly,  and  the  nevrs 
Was  soon  nassed  on  to  him.  It  was  by  the  news  received  in  these  letters 
that  my  grandmother  and  great-aunt  knew  of  the  novelist  and  became  acquaint- 
ed with  her.  The  material  has  been  handed  down  to  each  generation;  and, 
although  my  grandmother  is  dead,  her  sister,  old  and  in  poor  health,  gave 
information  to  her  daughter , "Olive  Rees,  to  help  supply  information  for 
the  material  used  in  this  biography.  It  is  to  my  aunts  and  counsins  and 
to  the  publishers  of  the  books  from  v'hich  I have  secured  my  ideas  and  mater- 
ial for  my  witing,  that  I give  thanks. 


* * « 

Upon  her  death  in  the  year  of  1880,  Mary  Ann  Evans  left  behind  her 
many  things  of  interest,  many  hopes,  stories,  and  nrophecies  that  shall 
live  in  the  hearts  of  people.  She  was  not  only  a credit  to  her  town  and 
country,  but  also  by  her  great  novels  contributed  much  to  the  entire  world. 
During  her  life,  she,  like  most  every  person,  met  life  at  its  fullest.  She 
had  dreams  and  hopes,  along  with  love,  sorrow,  and  happiness.  Few  things 
are  ever  spoken  or  written  about  Ma:\v  Ann's  life,  because  her  life  work  of 
novels  and  Poems  are  so  much  more  interesting  than  the  actual  life  of  this 
Welsh  women.  But,  to  understand  her  novels,  I believe  if  you  knovr  her  life 
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and  a bit  of  her  background,  you  understand  more  clearly  her  writings. 

Most  of  Mary  Ann's  books  and  noems  are  based  on  her  own  personal  life, 
or  the  lives  and  situations  of  many  of  her  friends, ^ 

Mary  Anne  Evans,  as  she  was  christened  in  the  Episcopal  (or  Church 
of  England)  Church,  was  born  on  South  Farm  Arbury,  on  the  twenty- second 
of  ITovember  in  1619. ^ Mary  Anne  was  the  lost  child  of  her  father's 
second  vrife.  Mr.  Evans,  her  father,  had  first  been  married  to  Harriot 
Poynton,  a tynical  little  Welsh  lady.  She  had  two  children — Robert  and 
Frances.  They  were  married  eight  years  when  death,  because  of  ill  health, 
came  to  her.  For  four  years  Robert  Evans  traveled  to  many  nlaces  trying 
to  establish  his  business;  he  was  a land  agent  and  surveyor.  In  London, 
he  met  Christiana  Pearson  and  married  her,^  By  his  second  wife,  Robert 
Evans  had  three  children — Christiana,  Isaac,  and  Mary  Anne. 

'Vhen  Mary  Anne  was  but  four  months  old  the  family  moved  to  Griff 
It  was  at  this  time  Mary  Anne  vras  separated  from  her  half  brother  and 
sister.  Robert  Evans,  Jr.,  who  was  now  eighteen  years  old,  and  who  be- 
came the  land  agent,  under  his  father,  for  the  Kirk  Hallam  ■oronerty.  The 
family  moved  to  Griff  in  Warwickshire,  England,  and  it  was  here,  at  this 
home,  that  Mary  Anne  s-^ent  the  first  twenty-one  years  of  her  life.- 

"When  she  was  only  four  years  old  she  recollected  -olaying  on  the 
■Diano,  of  which  she  did  not  knov;  one  note,  in  order  to  imnress  the  servant 

v;ith  a ■oroner  notion  of  her  acquirements  and  generally  distinguished  nosi- 
tion."^  It  was  at  ^his  time  when  the  love  for  her  brother  grew  into  the 
child's  affections.  She  was  always  at  his  heels,  iiuaisting  on  doing  every- 
thing he  did.  She  vras’ not  in  these  days  on  the  least  nrecocious  in  learn- 


^The  Scenes  of  Clerical  Life  is  a novel  written  by  George  Eliot  ex- 
la  ining  her  own  life  when  she  v/as  young. 

Hot  ice,  the  different  s^^elling  in  her  name,  ''/hen  Mary  Ann  started 
to  school  she  drooped  the  e from  her  middle  name. 

^Some  authorities  give  the  birthdate  as  1820.  Mary  Ann  moved  when 
but  four  months  old,  which  maJces  the  difference  in  dates. 

2 It  was  not  customary  for  English  and  Welsh  to  marry.  Robert  broke 
this  tradition  and  married  in  1813.  Dates  found  in  this  -oaragraoh  can  be 
found  in  letters  written  to  be  by  Olive  Rees,  on  January  10,  1945, 

4 

Some  authorities  call  this  her  -niace  of  birth,  but  actually  four 
months  of  her  life  vrere  scent  at  South  Farm,  Arbury. 

^ Cross,  J.  W. , The  Works  of  George  Eliot,  The  Kelmscott  Society, 
Publication,  New  York,  1927,  p.  7. 

Letter;  Olive  Rees,  Emnoria,  Kansas,  January  10,  1945. 
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ing.  In  fact,  the  child  learned  to  read  with  difficulty,  hut  this  was 
not  from  any  slowness  in  atnoreciati^on;  just  hecruse  she  liked  nlaying 
so  much  better.  . 

Because  the  Evan's  had  money,  Mary  Anne  had  everything  to  make  her 
childhood  life  hanny.  But  Mary  Anne's  mother  was  failing  in  health;  and, 
as  a result,  Mary  Ann  was  sent  with  her  sister  to  a Dames  School,  a mile 
or  two  from  Griff.  In  this  school,  Mary  Ann  was  liked  by  the  girls,  and 
they  loved  to  hear  her  nlay  on  the  niano.^  The  girls  would  sit  about  at 
the  fire  nlace  in  the  evenings  listening  while  Mary  Ann  nlayed  some  famil- 
iar tune  or  one  of  her  o^m  rugged  compositions. 2 

She  was,  at  this  early  age,  rather  an  old  fashioned  child,  already 
living  in  a v^orld  of  her  ©Wn  imagination  and  willing  to  give  views  on  any 
subject.  School  had  made  her  that  vrry.  It  was  also  because  of  this  that 
in  her  early  teens  she  began  to  doubt  her  faith  in  religion.  She  was  the 
kind  of  person  that  always  had  to  be  shown — facts  had  to  be  proved.  She 
had  an  alert  and  an  inquisitive  mind.  Statements  and  prophecies  about  the 
church  and  the  Bible  must  be  proved  to  her  before  she  really  believed.  As 
she  attended  school  such  questions  ’-'ere  pressed  upon  her  with  greater 
strain.  IVhen  some  of  her  questions  could  not  be  answered,  she  began  to 
doubt.  It  was  a,  doubt  that  in  her  outvrard  appearance  lasted  for  a long 
time,  but  inside  (proved  by  the  facts  of  the  religion  in  her  novels)  she 
never  forgot  the  real  faith  in  God.^ 

Mary  Ann's  father,, much  disturbed  by  her  actions,  saw  that  the  girl 
returned  to  school.  A bitter  barrier  arose  betvreen  the  two.  In  fact,  she 
spent  little  time  at  home.  In  winter,  most  of  her  time  was  spent  in  school 
And  in  the  Summer,  she  spent  her  days  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Bray,  who 
thought  this  young  girl  had  great  Possibilities  and  took  and  interest  in 
her . 


’Vhen  Mary  Ann  was  fifteen,  her  mother  died.  It  was  the  first  real 
sorrow  that  had  come  for  the  girl  to  face.  It  was  now»  thou/-;'h,  that  the 
girl  knevf  she  much  return  to  her  home  and  keep  house  for  her  father.  She 
knew  for  the  first  time  she  was  really  wanted  and  needed.  Many  years  she 
kept  house  for  her  father,  but  the  barrier  between  the  two  was  still  strong 
Her  father  was  very  religious  and  pleaded  with  her  to  return  to  God's  king- 
dom, but  she  turned  her  faith  into  the  facts  of  life.  As  years  passed. 


^It  is  here  that  Mary  Ann  changed  the  spelling  in  her  name. 

? 

Mary  Ann  loved  to  Play  on  the  Piano.  She  could  play  by  ear  and 
had  quite  a fev^  tunes  of  her  own. 

3 

Interview;  Grace  Jones,  Nevrton,  Kansas,  December  25,  1944. 

"^Letter:  Olive  Rees,  Emporia^  Kansas,  January  10,  1945.  The  Brays 
would  listen  to  the  grown-up  ideas  of  Mary  Ann,  vrhich  delighted  her. 
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the  harrier  of  religion  between  the  two  died  ?vp.y,  eech  trying  to  see  the 
other's  noint  of  view.  And  so  it  wps»  when  f ether  died,  hatred  had  gone 
from  her  heart . 

Mary  Ann  mourned  greatly  over  her  father’s  death.  Now,  feeling  as 
if  she  were  alone,  she  visited  many  days  with  the  Bray  family.  Often 
times  she  vrould  stay  a month  or  so,  then  return  home.  One  day  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bray  told  Mary  Ann  that  they  were  Planning  on  taking  a tri'o  to  Italy,  and 
after  much  ner suasion  liary  Ann  vrpnt  along.  She  was  dilighted  vrith  the  trin 
and  liked  the  country  so  well,  that  she  dicided  to  make  her  home  at  Geneva, 
for  a few  years.  Little  is  known  of  her  where-ahouts,  at  this  time,  hut 
she  lived  in  a well-known  hot«l  at  Geneva  and  v/as-har  maid  for  the  manager.^ 

In  three  years,  she  returned  to  Griff,  to  make  her  home  v^ith  the 
Brays.  Mary  Ann  liked  to  study  psychology,  the  physical  and  mental  ac- 
tivities of  human  heings.  Psychology  was  a nev?  science,  and  Mary  Ann  had 
theories  concerning  it.  Because  of  this,  she  vrps  oersuaded  hy  Dr.  Cha.nman, 
a frequent  visitor  of  the  Brays,  to  write  for  the  --^esminister  Reviaw.2 
Such  was  Mary  Ann’s  first  dealings  with  public  witings. 

The  Brays  were  very  vrell-known  and  also  outstanding  peonle  of  their 
community  and  the  country  side.  Such  men  as  Emerson  and  Dickens  often 
times  visited  them.^  It  was  these  men  and  others  that  convinced  Many  Ann 
that  she  had  Possibilities  in  the  witing  field. 

One  of  the  most  frequent  visitors  who  came  to  the  Bray's  home  v^as 
George  Henry  Levres.  He  ha.d  once  been  married,  but  his  wife,  who  load  zest 
for  life,  had  run  a.v'ay  with  another  man  leaving  him  with  three  children 
to  take  care  of George  Lewes  was  greatly  interested  in  Mary  Ann.  He 
loved  to  read  the  things  she  wrote;  he  encouraged  her  works,  and  told  her 
she"  could  be  a great  writer.  The  affection  between  the  two  became  so 
strong  that  Mary  Ann  went  a’■^‘^y  with  him  to  live.  Because  Mr.  Lewes  had 
never  secured  a.  divorice  from  his  first  vrife,  he  never  legally  became  the 
husband  of  Mary  Ann.  To  her  it  made  no  difference.  She  felt  that  no 
vov;s  had  to  be  taken  when  two  r>eople  loved  each  other  as  much  as  they  did. 
She  believed  marriage  was  something  deeper  and  greater  than  the  fev;  vov/s 
taken  before  an  altar. ^ Mai*y  Ann  was  a good  stepmother  for  the  three  child- 
ren; she  loved  them  as  her.  ov;n,  But  Mary  Ann  was  not  with  them  much,  be- 
cause her  career  as  a writer  took  so  much  of  her  time. 


^Interviewt  Ollie  Smith,  Halstead,  Kansas,  January  1,  1945. 

^Robert  Brother,  !iTit  and  ’Visdom,  Boston,  1886,  p.  XXIV.  ^Ibid, 

^Letter:  Olive  Rees,  Em-ooria,  Kansas,  January  10,  194-5. 

^This  part,  about  I^fery  Ann’s  marriage,  is  due  to  the  fact  of  her 
religious  beliefs. 
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Mary  Ann,  now  at  the  age  of  thirty-four,  was  above  the  medium  height, 
large,  and  somewhat  angular  in  form,  but  singularly  graceful  in  movement 
and  self-nossessed  in  carriage.  Her  greatest  attractions  vrere  a nair  of 
most  luminous  and  expressive  eyes  and  a sweet  and  I'finning  smile. ^ Some 
say  Mary  Ann  was  coarse  looking,  having  many  features  of  a man. 2 But,  her 
husband  said  that  she  was  above  all  feminine,  not  only  in  body,  but  also 
in  the  things  she  did.^  The  quality  of  her  voice  could  be  exnressed  in 
no  greater  words  than  those  of  Stratford;  "Her  voice  was- ever  soft,  Gentlfe' 
and  low;  an  excellent  thing  in  a woman. These  characteristics  of  this 
woman,  nlus  an  intelligent  mind,  nossess  and  hold  the  true  nioture  of  Mary 
Ann. 


Four  years  after  she  was  married,  there  an-oeahed  in  Bladovood* s 
Magazine  "The  Scenes  of  Clerical  Life."®  Its  author  was  a nuzzle  to  every- 
one who  read  it.  The  only  name  that  apneared  with  the  article  v/as  that 
of  George  Eliot.  This  na^me  was  snoken  on  the  lins  of  everyone,  because 
"The  Scenes  of  Clerical  Life"  was  received  ^'d.th  so  much  enthusiam  by  the 
■nublic.  Charles  Dickens,  curiously  enough,  was  the  only  one  to  susnect 
who  it  was  and  wrote  her  privately,  congratulating  her  on  her  wonderful 
work.^  This  famous  pseudonym,  George  Eliot,  is  alwyp  used  in  conn.ction 
vrith  the  great  novelist,  Mary  Ann  Evans. 


George  Eliot  v/as  now  a.  major  success.  Her  ne’-'  novels  and  poems 
were  read  and  received  vridely  by  the  public.  She  wa.s  famous  from  the 
start;  people  liked  her  books.  Her  books,  for  the  most  part  revealed 
family  life.  Most  of  the  characters  in  her  books  are  people  she  has 
actually  knov'n,  and  in  the  formation  of  these  characters  she  analyzes 
rather  than  describes.*^  Her  books  contain  the  religious  element;  and,  in 
them,  she  never  tries  to  lov^er  or  discredit  God  in  any  vray.  George  Eliot, 
in  her  books,  shoves  much  vrisdom.  This,  no  doubt,  is  the  result  of  her 
studies  in  psychology.  Many  of  her  wise  sayings  live  in  the  hearts  of 
people  of  todpy.  Her  great  philosophy  of  love  is  especially  portrayed 
in  the  book,  Felix  Holt .Q  ^A  Woman's  lot  is  made  for  her  by  the  love  she 


^Interview;  Grace  Jones,  Newton,  Kansas,  December  25,  1944. 

^Some  people  even  say  that  George  Eliot  dressed  like  a,  man,  which 
as  far  as  I knov  is  not  evident. 

Published  Material;  The  Classmate,  June  20,  1908.  This  material 
can  be  found  at  the  home  of  Grace  Jones,  Halstead  Kansas.  ^Ibid. 

^Robert  Brothers,  op.  cit . . XXIV  ^Ibid. 

7 

From  my  own  observation  and  the  observation  of  the  people  that  like 
George  Eliot's  books,  I believe  this  statement  is  true.’ 

^Roberts  Brothers,  cit . . p.  31. 
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acceDts."  "Perhaiss  the  most  delifjhtful  friendshiios  are  those  in  ’-'hich 
there  is  much  agreement,  much  disputation,  and  yet  more  personal  liking.” 
Best  of  all,  are  tv^o  phrases  taken  from  Silas  Marner  that  explain  part  of 
life,  and  how  she  believed. ^ “Breed  is  stronger  than  pasture.”  "Nothing 
is  so  good  as  it  seems  beforehand.."  These  little  sayings  and  witina:s  of 
George  Eliot  explain  and  show  to  the  world  her  ’-'it  and  wisdom. 

George  Eliot  continued  writing  until  the  death  of  h'-r  husband. 

She  wrote  many  novels  and  also  some  Poems. ^ After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lewes, 
George  Eliot  continued  for  a .vear  and  a half  to  reside  quietly  at  the 
Priory,  but  on  Ifey  7,  1880,  the  vrorld  was  astonished  by  the  unheralded 
announcement  that  on  the  previous  day,  she  had  been  married  to  Johh  ’•'.’'alter 
Cross. Little  is  known  of  the  man,  except  that  he  was  twenty  years  .voung- 
er  than  his  wife,  was  a senior  partner  in  a banking  firm,  and  that  he  had 
visited  the  Lewes  hous-'hold  oftf!:.. 

The  new  Mrs.  Cross  had  not  lived  with  her  husband  a year,  when  she 
died  sud.ienly  of  pericorditis . The  serious  symptoms  of  the  disease  not 
being  discovered  until  too  late.^ 

This  is  not  the  place  for  an  estimate  of  George  Eliot's  gen-ius, 
or  for  an  analysis  of  the  quality  of  her  vfoi'^k.  It  can  be  said,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  her  life  wrs  not  all  colorful  or  that  she  did  not  have 
happiness  at  every  trun  of  the  road,  she  coul.i  on  almost  every  page  of  her 
stories  express  wise  thought  finely,  clothe  some  beautiful  sentiment  tender- 
ly, turn  some  Point  of  wi+-ticism  exq'  isitely,  or  exhibit  some  bit  of  humor 
genially.  George  Eliot  tried  to  live  up  to  the  name  she  called  herself, 
the  meliorist,  for  the  touch  of  lif'  and  its  improvements  is  an  outstanding 
factor  in  her  novels.  The  outstanding  achievements  of  George  Eliot  ^rere 
many,  and  they  were  achievements  that  shall  be  recrea.ted  in  the  lives  of 
the  many  who  shall  read  her  works. 


llMd. 

“^George  Henry  Lewes  died  in  1879. 

^Her  Poems  have  not  proved  so  successful  as  her  novels. 
'^Mr.  Cross  lived  until  the  yer.r  1924. 

Letter:  Olive  Rees,  Emporia,  Kansas,* January  10,  1945. _ 
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APPENDIX 

List  of  Works  by  George  Eliot 

The  Sad  Fortunes  of  the  Reverend  Amos  Barton 
Mr.  Gilford’s  Love  Story. 

Janet's  Renentance. 

Scenes  of  Clerical  Life. 

Adam  Bede.  (1859) 

The  Mill  on  the  Floss.  (1860) 

Silas  Manner.  (1861) 

Romola  (1863) — -.Snent  time  in  Italy  for  the  collect- 
ion of  facts  to  be  used  in  this  story. 

Felix  Holt  (1866) 

The  Snanish  Gypsy  (1868)  an  essayed  r^oem. 

Agatha  (1869)  an  essayed  poem. 

Her  poems  were  not  successful  but  the  one  that 
will  be  best  remember  is-- 
0 may  I hoin  the  Choir  Invisible. 

Middlemarch  ( 1871,^23 

The  Legend  of  Jubal  and  other  Poems.  (1874) 

Daniel  Deronda  (no  date) — the  last  of  her  great 
woj’ks.- 


These  are  not  the  complete  vrorks  of  the  novelist,  but 
’are  some  of  the  better  kno’-n  vritings. 


66 


'■j  y\' 

»Pi  ~,„ir  ry,'r  ^iN.J„a>,>i  ,tiOt'-f'i^ 


X ■■■ 


,so/tvt- 


;■  , OJt  •^•'■•:;.*.^r.»*  . : •'•••••.•?  . vV:  I';  • , s 

i'AO'jZ  ' 

'rC'../  ,:(7o'V  ’V-  '.  .'■  •■•',:.?■ 


IP';.  -■ 


f'Jl'l  -'..ic-orv  V.,-  iTO^’'  io  .'  iLl 


y 

' /’ 


^y'A,  . '?l  ,rijf  lo  i.y*  .,^;T, 

'/.QiZ.,  _!  . • ' •* 

. MOO' .,'  : * 

; 'f^.rJc  ! ■ 

( 00‘:  ' ) ■ :Jr  ;:  t ^tO  I- 1 i'.:  1 -, 

M '>d.v  ' u ; ,i  1 iT*  '-.Tiv  i.)  oXof  0,4 

. v^’M  ■ . C'^  L'w  '>♦‘1''  *;(ii.  f:  ;■  * 

(aa?i>  Jion 

. C -'''f.;  U.' 

OiM  ^'''  '-■■-05'?  i'*'*;  St;-”,  ''la -c'^  ■ 

~~r>i  •r)d'r'ii7'.  ■ ill’' 

'.’.Lr  i'-’iynl  ;i i ■ -"p  . .■ 

' * ' c:'”  ,T  f j-  ji  ■ ,,  0” ,'Zr ' 

(^\'8X)  . ■’&•..?  •;-■•  i-M’-  .. 

v '£5i  ■?^£i’  ,0  -nr, 3 — toS'-.X  :r)  p.; •..' . 


«t» 

. i- 
. <3 

r 

.B 

.H 

..ff 


.SX 

• -.'i. 

. a 


■,■*!?  f _.  *'■  -t:  • "’J  *C'  '5.'"*.v  ' ss  .'.  Xor;^f>0 ’:■>£•'; 3 .to^7  ■5'^'’.  v 

» ?rv'vl  :'■  M .'  ' •3^1/  ' ftiJcu*  ‘'tc' 


8815 

23 

1 


CHAPTER  X 
THE  CEHTEHARIAN 


Preface 

I have  written  this  'bi^)graphy  of  Maria  Wiens  Wall  to  portray 
the  life  of  one  Mennonite  woman.  She  did  notloing  great  and  spectacular, 
hut  her  life  influenced  many  others.  There  are  many  such  Mennonite  women. 
It  is  these  women,  v;ho  being  fine  Christian  wives  and  mothers,  that  h^ve 
kept  the  faith  in  our  families. 

I wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Peter  Regier  who  gave  me  much  of  the  in- 
formation. I,  also,  greatly  appreciate  the  help  Mrs.  Ahe  Richert  gave 
me  through  the  medium  of  Mrs.  H.  B.  Gerhrand. 


Dt  Hi  ^ 

A long  funeral  procession  slowly  got  started  and  moved  along  the 
wide  street  toward  the  church.  People  were  standing  on  the  sidewalk, 
quietly  and  respectfully.  A stranger  who  had  just  come  to  town  noticed 
the  large  crowd  and  the  long  procession  of  cars*  Turidfig  to  an  old  man 
standing  hy  him,  he  asked,  "Sure  is  a crowd.  Did  an  important  man  die?" 

After  a short  pause,  the  old  man  replied,  *^o,  just  one  of  the 
oldest,  sweetest,  and  most  loved  ladies  of  the  town  and  community." 

"And  such  a crowd  for  her  funeral? " 

"Oh  yes,"  replied  the  old  man,  "she  was  one  of  the  oldest  citizens 
of  Reno  County.  She  lived  to  he  over  101  years  old." 

"That  old.’  Did  you  know  her  well?" 

"Yes,  very  well.  You  see,  I came  over  from  Russia  when  she  and 
her  faunily  came."  Then  after  hesitating  a hit,  the  old  man  asked,  "Would 
you  like  to  hear  about  her?" 

"I  certainly  Would,"  replied  the  stranger  with  great  interest, 

"But  you  certainly  are  younger  than  she.  " 

With  a sigh  the  old  man  answered,  "A  little.  But  we  lived  in  the 
same  colony  in  Russia."  A reminiscent  look  came  into  his  eyes,  and  after 
a pause,  this  is  the  story  he  told, 

Marie  Wiens,  for  that  was  her  maiden  name,  was  horn  on  Janxiary  20, 
1837  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johann  Wiens.  Her  parents  lived  in  Altonau,  Russia, 
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wich  is  aljout  two  hundred  miles  south  of  Moscow*  She  was  horn  a daughter 
of  a pioneers  Her  father  had  emigrated  from  Prussia  to  Russia.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  of  the  Mennonites  to  start  the  wanderings  some  one  hundred 
fifty  years  ago  in  search  of  peace. ^ 

The  Veins  family  lived  in  a typical  Russian  Mennonite  home  in  a 
typical  Russian  Mennonite  village.  All  the  houses  in  the  village  were 
alike.  The  tile-roofed  house  was  made  of  bricks.  It  was  very  sturdy  and 
substantial.  White  sand  was  used  on  the  ground  for  the  floor,  which 
was  always  kept  freshly  sanded.  A huge  Russian  stove,  on  the  order  of 
the  blacksmith' s forge,  was  in  the  center  of  the  house.  The  stove  was  a 
mound  of  bricks  built  in  the  wall  so  it  was  possible  to  heat  all  the  rooms. 
Straw  had  te  be  brought  in  daily  for  this  built-in  stove. 

As  a girl,  Maria  did  what  all  the  other  girls  of  her  age  and 
locality  did.  She  went  to  school  till  she  was  fifteen.  Here  she  learned 
to  read  and  write.  Arithmetic,  too,  was  a required  subject  in  school. 

After  her  schooling,  Marie  began  to  concentrate  on  home  making. 

She  learned  to  cook,  to  knit,  and  to  eew.  She  worked  very  hard  at  silk 
spinning.  Each  family  had  its  own  silk  worms.  The  spinning,  direct  from 
the  cocoons  to  the  finished  garments,  was  done  similarly  to  that  of  wool 
and  cotton  done  by  the  American  grandmothers  of  the  South  or  New  England, 
■•^en  she  could  spin  silk,  she  was  considered  to  be  grown  up. 

Maria  learned  to  cure  meats  and  dry  grain  for  storage  in  the  up- 
stairs of  the  Russian  house.  These  houses  sheltered  everything  from  the 

family  to  the  cattle  \mder  the  same  roof. 

Although  Altonau  is  in  southern  Russia,  the  winters  are  very  severe. 
On  cold  winter  evenings  Maria  with  her  brother  and  four  sisters  would  help 
her  mother  weave  straw  hats  for  summer  wear  and  for  the  market-. 

Traveling  through  the  country  was  done  by  sleighs,  and  it  was,  at 
times.  Very  dangerous.  One  day,  when  Maria  was  about  twelve  years  old, 
she  and  her  mother  drove  to  the  neighboring  village  in  the  sleigh  to  sell 
their  straw  hats.  As  thty  drove  along,  a hungry  wolf  attacked  them.  She 

sprang  at  the  horse's  throat.  To  protect  itself,  the  horse  tried  to  strike 

the  wolf  with  his  hoofs;  and  after  much  pawing  and  striking,  the  wolf  was 
beaten  off.  The  wolf  turned,  tucked  his  tail  between  his  legs,  and  ran 
back  into  the  forest.'* 


^Scrap  Book,  Newspaper  clipping,  Mrs.  Peter  Vail,  daughter-in-law. 
This  scrap  book  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Anna  D.  Vail,  granddaughter,  Buhler, 
Kansas. 

2 Ibid. 

Spotter:  Mrs.  Peter  Regier,  Anna  Vail (daughter) , January  30,  1945. 
4Scrap  Book,  Newspaper  clipping,  Mrs.  Peter  Vail,  daughter-in-law# 
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As  a young  girl  Maria  was  strong  and  healthy  and  did  her  share 
of  the  work — hard  work.  There  was  no  time  for  play  for  her  mother  died 
when  Maria  was  sixteen  years  old. 

Maria  was  graceful  and  very  attractive  with  her  black  hair  and 
hazel  eyes.^  When  she  was  nineteen,  she  married  Feter  Wall,  who  was  a 
young  school  teacher  and  preacher.  Peter  Wall  conducted  a day  school  in 
the  "best  room",  as  it  was  called,  of  his  home.  Maria  worked  hard  to 
help  hejr  husband  in  every  possible  way.  Since  he  spent  so  much  time 
teaching,  she  helped  him  in  the  garden  and  in  anything  she  could.  He 
taught  for  twenty-four  years.  Then  they  moved  to  Alexanderkron  where 
Peter  started  farming.^ 

Maria  and  Peter  had  nine  children.  Three  children  - Margaret h, 
Justlna,  and  Margareth  - died  in  childhood.  The  other  children  were 
Peter,  John,  Anna,  Mary,  Justine,  and  Cornelius. 

In  1878  Maria,  her  husband,  and  their  family  came  to  America  in 
one  of  the  largest  of  Mennonite  immigrations.  There  were  two  hiindred 
fifty  families  in  the  party. ^ The  journey  was  a hard  and  dangerous  one. 

It  seemed  that  everyone  was  sick  on  ship;  but  when  they  got  over  this,  the 
immigrants  enjoyed  sitting  on  the  side  of  the  ship  where  it  rocked  the 
most.  All  the  food  they  had  was  vrhat  they  brought  with  them  from  Russia. 
This  was  smoked  ham,  toasted  zweiback.  and  pefferneuse.  Coffee  was 
served  on  the  ship.  On  Sundays,  however,  they  had  a special  supper. 

They  always  received  a bread  with  sugar  similar  to  coffee  cake.  The 
party  left  Russia  in  May  and  arrived  in  America  in  June.^ 

Peter,  Marie,  and  their  family  settled  on  a farm  near  Moundridge. 
They  joined  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Church,  and  after  a time  Peter  became 
its  minister. 

Marie  was  very  neat  about  her  person  and  also  about  the  farm. 

The  yard  was  always  clean.  She  insisted  on  having  straw  put  under  the 
apple  trees  so  that  when  the  apples  fell,  they  would  not  fall  on  the 
ground.^ 


^Letter;  Mrs.  Peter  Regier,  Anna  Wall  (daughter),  January  30, 
1945,  Goessel,  Kansas. 

. Suewspaper  clipping.  In  the  possession  of  Anna  B.  Wall,  grand- 
daughter, Buhler,  Kansas. 

^Scrap  Book,  Newspaper  clipping,  Mrs.  Peter  Wall,  daughter-in-law. 

^Letter:  Mrs,  Peter  Regier,  Anna  Wall  (daughter),  January  30, 

1945,  Goessel,  Kansas, 

^Letter:  Mrs.  H.  B,  Gerbrand,  Katie  D.  Wall  (granddaughter), 

January  28,  1945,  Buhler,  Kansas, 
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Th«  'barnt  v«re  all  twapt,  Thaj  ware  'built  with  a hallt  aa  that  no  one  had 
to  atop  inta  the  atalla  %dian  they  feed  the  llvaatack,  Sven  the  taeea  hauat 
had  a hall*  The  alap  and  fapd  waa  ronvanlantly  poured  into  the  trough 
from  the  hallway*  The  woodpile  near  the  houae  waa  piled  In  auoh  a manner 
that  whan  wood  waa  needed,  It  could  be  taken  from  the  top  without  any  extra 
wood  falling  off*  No  wood  waa  lying  around.^ 

Not  only  was  she  tidy  and  clean  about  the  yard,  but  in  her  house 
she  waa  exceptionally  clean.  Take  butchering  time  for  an  example.  Svery» 
one  helped  till  everything  from  the  meat  to  the  pots  and  pans  was  clean 
and  put  away.  But  the  next  day  when  no  one  was  around,  Maria  would  wash 
all  the  utensils  over  again. 

Marie  and  Peter  were  previleged  to  celebrate  their  Golden  Wedding 
Anniversary  at  their  home  in  Bxihler.^  Maria  loved  her  husband  very  deeply. 
She  watched  over  him  and  took  care  of  him.  She  had  a little  habit  of  turn- 
ing his  plate  of  food  a certain  way  when  they  were  seated  at  the  table 
ready  to  eat.  Her  husband  did  not  appreciate  this  too  much.^  He  died  five 
years  after  their  'ioldpr!.  'Wedding  Anniversary.  Maria  could  hardly  console 
herself  to  this.  T.?  had  boon  her  constant  corrroanlon  and  protector  for 
fifty-five  years. 

The  grandchildren  aiways  enjoyed  staying  with  Maria.  Christman 
Day,  e3g)ecially,  waa  an  irportant  day.  She  always  made  wonderful 
pefferneuse.  These,  however,  were  differnet  froir  most  people’s  for  she 
made  them  with  yeast.  All  the  children  had  to  recite  their  Christmas 
recitations  for  her.  After  this  everyone  got  a gift  and  a sack  of  candy 
and  nuts. 


It  was  always  so  quiet  in  her  home.  Sometimes  the  grandchildren 
were  left  at  her  home  in  the  evenings  while  the  parents  went  away.  It 
would  get  late,  eo  Marla  would  get  out  some  bedding  and  spread  it  out  on 
the-  floor.  The  grandchildren  would  lie  down  and  try  to  sleep;  but  out  of 
the  darkness  came  the  tick,  tick,  tick  of  her  big  Russian  clock.  When  'the 
grandchildren  heard  that  they  suddenly  became  very  homesick. 4 

Maria  lived  in  her  home  in  Buhler  for  seven  years  after  the  death 
of  her  husband,  after  which  she  went  to  live  with  her  children.  For  a 
long  time  she  lived  with  her  daughter,  Mary  (Mrs.  A.  J.  Richert),  on  a 
farm  near  Buhler,  Then  she  lived  with  another  daughter,  Anna  (Mrs.  Peter 


^Ibid. 

^They  had  moved  to  Buhler.  Peter  had  his  church  duties  to  fulfill. 

^Interview:  Anna  D.  Wall,  granddaughter,  January  14,  1945, 

Buhler,  Kansas. 

^Interview:  Mrs.  H.  B.  Gerbrand,  Katie  Wall  (granddaughter), 

January  14,  1945,  Buhler,  Kansas. 
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Eegier) , at  Mcundridge.  Later  she  moved  'bftck  to  Buhler  to  live  with  her 
eldest  son,  Peter.  Here  she  lived  the  rest  of  her  life. 

When  Maria  was  ninety-nine  years  old,  she  had  a seige  of  influenza. 
She  recovered;  however  she  lost  her  hearing.  Diffemet  methods  of  cure 
were  tried,  hut  to  no  avail.  She  became  totally  deaf.  This  was  not, 
however,  a handicap  to  her  speech.  She  learned  to  lip  rsad  to  some  extent. 

V/hen  Maria  became  one  hundred  years  old,  a celebration  was  planned 
by  her  family  at  the  home  of  her  son-  It  was  a big  event  for  the  entire 
town  of  Buhler.  Open  house  was  held  on  the  morning  of  her  birthday  and 
all  her  friends  and  relatives  came  to  pay  their  respects  to  her,^  All 
the  gufcsts  wore  served  with  tea  and  cookies.  In  tho  afternoon  Maria  enter- 
tained at  ’’coffee"  all  the  members  of  the  old  North  (Mennonite  Brethem) 
Church  who  were  more  than  seventy  years  olda^  A short  program  was  given 
in  the  afternoon.  Although  she  could  not  hear  anything,  she  enjoyed  It. 

At  this  program  she  prayed  a clear  and  understandable  prayer.  At  four 
o’clock  that  afternoon  the  church  bell  rang  one  hundred  times  in  Maria's 
honor. 


In  Maria's  old  age,  she  was  just  as  busy  as  ever,  Sven  when  she 
reached  tho  age  of  one  hundred  years  she  made  her  own  bed,  patched  her 
own  clothes,  and  kept  her  ov^n  room  neat.^  She  went  to  bed  at  nine  o’clock 
and  v/as  the  first  one  to  get  up  in  the  morning,  ^tnicn  she  got  up,  things 
began  to  hum.^  She  had  flowers  in  her  room,  for  she  loved  them.  She 
had  a very  keen  memory  e^^en  in  this  old  age.  She  could  recite  short  pdems 
which  her  father  had  taught  her  when  she  was  young,® 

Maria  loved  tho  compsmy  of  her  children,  grandchildren,  groat- 
grandchildrcn*  and  even  groat-groat-grandchildron.  She,  especially, 
enjoyed  it  vrhen  the  entire  family  would  be  t*g»ther  on  holidays.  At  such 
an  occasion  she  would  sit  in  her  big  easy  chair  near  her  room.  Everyone 
visited  with  her.  The  lUDallor  great-grandchildren  Would  crowd  around 
her.  She  would  talk  with  them  in  her  thin  high-pitched  voice.  Each  time 
a nfcW  addition  was  made  to  the  family,  she  could  hold  the-  baby  in  her 


^Newspaper  clipping.  In  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Peter  Regier, 

Anna  Wall  (daughter),  Gocssel,  Kansas. 

^Scrap  Book,  Newspaper  clipping.  Mrs.  Peter  Wall,  daughter-in-law. 

^Newspaper  clipping.  In  the  Possession  of  firs.  Peter  Regier, 

Anna  Wall  (daughter),  Goessel,  Kansas. 

4 

Interview:  Anna  D,  Wall,  granddaughter,  January  14,  1945, 

Buhler,  Kansas. 

^Letter;  Mrs,  Peter  Regier,  Anna  Wall  (daughter),  January  30, 

1945,  Goessel,  Kansas. 
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arms  as  though  it  were  her  own. 

Sitting  in  her  hig  chair,  Maria  made  a levely  picture.  She  was 
a little  lady  with  a loving  face  and  twinkling  eyes.  Her  face  was  deep 
with  wrinkles.  Her  black  dress  and  bonnet  emphasized  her  smallness  auid 
her  white  hair.  Not  being  able  to  hear  the  conversation,  Maria  would 
sit  serenely  with  her  hands  folded  in  her  lap,  Maria’s  hands  were  bony 
and  showed  signs  of  a life  of  hard  work.  Her  fingers  were  so  used  to 
knitting  that  they  had  become  crooked. 


Maria  had  a strong  character  and  was  a very  pious  Christian,^  She 
read  her  Bible  daily  and  in  her  bid  age  spent  very  much  time  with  it.  She 
read  through  the  Bible  four  times.  It  was  a source  of  enjoyment  to  her 
for  she  loved  the  Bible  and  firmly  trusted  God,  Die  Freude  am  Herrne  ist 
meine  StMrke^  was  one  of  her  comforting  sayings  in  her  bid  age,*^ 


After  Maria  became  one  hundred  and  one  years  old,  her  health  began 
to  fail.  She  gradually  became  weaker  and  the  last  two  weeks  she  was  so  ill 
that  she  had  to  remain  in  bed.^  She,  hov/ever,  remained  conscious  to  the 
very  end  of  her  long  life.  She-  was  ready  to  die.  ’rVhen  Hagia  was  young, 
she  had  often  prayed  that  God  should  not  let  her  grow  old,  but  this  re- 
quest was  not  granted.  She  was  ashamed  that  God  did  not  take  hot  to  this 
heavenly  home  sooner.  She  often  remarked  that  God  might  have  forgotten 
her.  On  June  15,  1938,  she  died  quietly  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Peter. 

"That  is  the  story  of  her  life,"  finished  the  old  man.  He  walked 
away  into  the  crowd. 


The  stranger  stood  staring  at  the  funeral  procession  with  an 
humbleness  in  his  heart  he  had  never  before  known.  He  had  come  in  contact 
with  a great  soul. 


^Ibid. 

2 ' 

Free  translation  - "The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  my  strength." 

2 

Newspaper  clipping.  In  the  possesion  of  Anna  D.  Nall,  grand- 
daughter, Buhler,  Kansas. 

"^Ibid. 
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Since  Father  neant  so  much  to  me,  it  was  a -oleasure  to  write  this 
■biography.  It  was  impossi'ble  to  give  a thorough  account  of  his  life. 

Only  the  most  outstanding  events  are  mentioned. 

i'y  father,  John  J.  Goering,  was  born  in  Kotosufka,  Russia,  Septem- 
ber l"^,  1866,  and  died  near  Moundridge,  Ka.nsas,  March  18,  19'^7.  He  spent 
his  first  few  years  in  his  parental  home.  iiHien  he  was  eight  vears  of  age, 
he  migrated  to  America  with  his  parents  and  the  r^-st  of  the  members  of  the 
congregation.  They  came  by  ship  and  by  train  to  Peabody,  Kansas.  From 
there  they  came  with  oxen  and  the  covered  wagon.  In  suite  of  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  dead  for  almost  eight  years,  I remember  very  well  this  story 
which  he  used  to  tell.  At  one  particular  place  on  their  journey,  the  oxen 
became  extremely  thirsty.  Since  it  was  impossible  to  lead  them,  thev  v/ent 
wherever  they  pleased.  The  oxen  saw  water,  walked  into  a steep  creek,  up- 
set the  wagon,  and  all  the  belongings  fell  out.  At  the  time  he  told  us 
about  it,  he  laughed;  but  his  reactions  were  quite  the  opposite  immedi- 
ately after  it  happened. 

Father  went  through  many  bitter  experiences  in  this  new  country. 
There  was  much  work  and  not  much  time  for  recreation.  One  day  as  he  was 
scopping  beets  for  the  cows,  he  accidently  chopped  off  part  of  his  plav- 
mate's  finger.^  He  attended  the  German  church  school  and  the  ‘‘=!nglish 
district  school,  when  at  all  possible.  Only  the  Bible  and  the  hymn  book 
were  used.  The  only  periodical  that  was  read,  was  Zur  Heimat. ^ Christian 
living  was  encouraged  in  the  home. 

Father  was  a farmer.  During  his  first  few  years  in  Kansas,  often 
he  would  walk  behind  the  uloy  before  breakfast.  Since  this  was  hard  work, 
he  became  very  hungry.  %en  the  breakfast  was  brought  out  to  the  field, 
he  would  sometimes  drink  seven  cups  of  coffee. 3 No  one  could  stand  too 
much  of  this  walking.  Later  they  built  a cart,  tied  it  to  the  harrow,  and 
then  rode  on  it. 

l%en  he  was  in  his  teens,  he  suffered  intensely  with  inflammatory 
rheumatism  for  a.bout  three  m.onths.  Since  there  were  no  doctors,  or  at 
least  ver-'’’  few,  they  had  to  use  their  own  methods  to  try  to  cure  this  dis- 
es.se.  They  filled  a tub  with  very  hot  water.  To  keep  the  water  from 
cooling,  they  put  a hot  stone  into  it.  Then  Father  stood  in  it  until  he 


^Letter;  Mrs.  Joe  J.  Wedel;  ’''oundridge,  Kansas;  January  17,  19^5. 

^Memories , "Our  Loved  One's  Life  History".  Memories  is  a book 
which  contains  Father-*  s obituary  and  tells  all  the  funeral  arrangements. 

^Personal  Interview:  Rev.  C.  J.  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas; 

December  24,  1944, 
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was  wet  with  swaAt.  The  steam  would  almost  scald  him.  Seemingly,  it 
helped  his  rehumatism.l 

Father  must  have  had  a great  deal  of  courage.  This  can  be  seen 
in  the  fact  that  he  did  not  give  up  after  the  deaths  of  his  first  two 
wives.  On  August  27»  I89O,  he  was  married  to  Anna.  Goering,  On  Febnxai^’’ 

2,  1893*  she  died  and  left  a small  son  for  him  to  take  care  of.  On  Auril 
28,  1893*  be  found  a helpmate  in  Fannie  Sohrag.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  four  children.  On  August  2g,  190I,  she  also  died.  He  now  had  five 

experiences  were  very  hard  for  him  to  bear, 
^lizabeth  Zerger  and  Father  were  united  in  holy  wed-lock  on  May  6,  1902. 

To  them  were  born  eight  sons  and  three  daughters.  She  cared  for  the 
children  then  and  is  greatly  concerned  about  them  to  this  verv  da;';-. 

Father,  although  of  a quiet  na.ture,  was  firm  and  determined.  He 
wanted  his  children  to  be  brought  up  in  the  right  manner.  He  wanted  to 
provide  something  for  his  family  and  leave  something  with  them  even  after 
he  was  gone.  It  seemed  that  he  never  worried  about  getting  along  with  his 
neighbor.  If  things  were  not  goi’ng  his  way,  he  remained  silent.*  \^hen 
he  became  angry,  he  did  not  show  it.  There  were  very  few  times  that  he 
gossiped.  Instead  of  joining  with  a gossiper,  he  would  say  nothing  and 
make  the  gossiper  feel  that  he  was  doing  wrong. 

In  his  business  dealings  he  was  always  honest  and  fair.^  A 
business  man,  D.  0.  Roth,  once  said  that  it  would  be  easy  to  telce  cere  of 
a business  firm  if  it  were  as  easy  to  deal  with  everyone  as  with  Father. 

In  money  matters,  my  father  practiced  honesty  and  punctuality. 

At  one  time  he  bought  some  land  from  a certain  man  in  our  community.  At 
thq  same  time  he  borrowed  money  from  him.  When  all  of  Father's  payments 
were  made,  this  man  gave  him  what  he  called  "an  honor  check".  This 

dollar  check  was  to  signify  his  honesty  and  his  punctualitv 
with  his  payments. 5 Father  was  very  accurate  about  chrnging  money.  It 
made  no  difference  whether  it  was  one  of  his  own  children  or  f stranger. 

If  sbraeone  owed  him  two  cents,  he  accepted  the  payment.  Then  also,  many 


Ipersonal  Interview: 
December  24,  1944, 


Rev.  C,  J.  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas; 


p 

“^Personal  Interview: 
January  l4,  I945. 


Mrs.  JohnJ.  Goering;  Moundridge,  Ks.nsas; 


14,  1945. 

5Personal  Interview: 
January  l4,  1945. 


3Letter:  Mr.  C.  H.  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas;  January  20,  I945, 

Personal  Interview;  Arnold  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas;  January 
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were  the  times  that  he  would  reach  for  his  Mllfold,  take  one  penny  and 
give  it  to  whomever  it  helonged.  Sometimes  only  Father  remembered  the  de- 
bt. Even  though  the  others  had  long  forgotten  about  it,  he  Insisted  that 
they  take  it.^ 

An  outstanding  characteristic  about  him  was  the  fact  that  he  won 
confidence  and  respect  of  every  member  of  the  family.  The  in-laws  were  no 
exception.  As  far  as  I am  concerned*  I knew  that  I had  to  respect  him. 

When  he  asked  me  to  do  something,  I usually  did  it.  I knew  that  he  meant 
what  he  said;  therefore  I did  not  ask  very  mstny  questions* 

Quite  often  people  would  come  to  him  to  seek  advice.  Even  after 
his  death,  his  brother  mentioned  that  it  seemed  to  him  he  must  ask  Father 
before  he  could  go  ahead  with  his  plans.  If  we  could  not  decide  how  to 
do  a thing,  we  asked  Father.  His  word  was  final. 

We  know  that  everyone  has  his  faults  and  Father  was  no  exception. 

It  seems  that  he  had  no  faults  which  were  particularly  outstanding.^ 

An  aunt  remembers  something  about  him  which  she  thought  was  a 
fault.  At  her  daughter's  funeral,  she  wept  and  lamented  very  much.  She 
thought  it  could  not  be  possible.  Father  came  to  her  and  tried  to  talk  it 
out  of  her  and  qtdet  her.  Since  the  daughter  had  been  married  for  approx- 
imately one  year  only.  Father  told  my  aunt  that  her  son-in-law  should  be 
the  one  to  fuss.  She  did  not  like  the  idea  of  his  scolding  her  for  la- 
menting at  her  own  daughter's  death. 3 

I used  to  become  irritated  because  he  almost  always  wanted  to 
stay  at  home.  He  was  willing  to  go  to  ch\:<rch  if  at  all  possible;  but  dur- 
ing the  evening,  ho  thought  it  best  for  him  to  stay  at  home,  I,  of  course, 
was  always  eager  to  go  visit  friends  and  relatives.  Sometimes  at  the 
evening  meal  he  would  suggest  that  we  go  visit  some  of  my  brothers  or 
sisters,  I was  -very  happy  when  he  mentioned  it.  Then  again,  I was  great- 
ly disappointed  when  he  alughed  at  me  when  I asked  whether  or  not  we  were 
going.  He  was,  however,  always  eager  to  have  company. 

When  I try  to  imagine  Father,  I can  see  him  best  as  he  would  sit 
at  the  table  and  read  the  newspapers.  Since  his  eyes  were  poor,  he  held 
his  paper  close  to  his 'eyes.  He  seemed  to  be  very  much  interested  especi- 
ally in  the  german  periodicals. 


^Letter;  Harold  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas;  January  IS,  19^5 • 

^Letter;  C,  H,  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas;  January  20,  19^5* 

3Personal  Interview;  Mrs.  C.  J,  Goering; -Moundridge,  Kansas; 
December  24,  1944, 
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He  used  to  'become  quite  impatient  when  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
farm  work  was  "being  done  too  slowly.  He  helped  as  much  as  he  possi'bly 
could.  As  was  for  maav  other  folks,  it  was  hard  for  him  to  see  why  the 
neighbors  should  sometimes  finish  harvesting,  plowing  or  whatever  it  might 
be,  before  we  did.  He  would  sometimes  scold  my  brothers  for  being  so 
slow. 


Another  one  of  his  characteristics  which  I did  not  exactly  appre- 
ciate was  that- he  complained  that  there  was  so  much  evil  in  this  world. 

He  thought  that  the  younger  generations  were  becoming  more  and  more  world- 
ly all  the  time.  When  I heard  him  speak  about  the  future,  it  seemed  that 
there  was  no  use  for  us  younger  folks  to  continue  living.  Sometimes  it 
would  worry  me  so  that  I could  hardly  sleep,  I thought  that  by  the  time 
I would  be  grown  up,  the  world  would  be  at  an  end.  He  was  ready  to  die  so 
that  he  could  live  in  a better,  world  without  evil. 

During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  he  was  willing  to  buy  any- 
thing that  he  thought  Mother  might  needw  He  bought  furniture  and  equip- 
ment which  Mother  had  never  asked  for.  In  fact,  she  sometimes  suggested 
that  he  wait  a few  months  until  he  buys  some  of  these  things.  She  thought 
they  were  rather  unnecessary;  but  Father  insisted  that  he  “buy  them  now. 
Evidently,  he  knew  that  his  days  were  almost  at  an  end. 

The  last  meal  of  his  life  was  eaten  with  his  brother  at  the  home 
of  his  brother.  Father  had  been  suffering  with  ear  trouble  about  two 
weeks  before  this  time,  but  was,  seemingly,  improving.  After  his  return, 
he  rested  until  four  o’clock  the  next  morning.  He  awoke  with  a severe 
headache.  He  made  arrangements  and  admonished  the  children  that  they 
should  strive  to  follow  him  to  the  Heavenly  Home  to  which  he  was  about 
to  go.  He  died  March  18,  1937*  He  was  a loving  Father,  who  was  very 
good  to  his  children;  the  children  loved  him  greatly  and  tried  to  give 
what  they  could  in  return.  They  have  often  been  thankful  for  this  loving 
Father,  "Considering  his  life  in  general,  I would  say  that  he  was  a good 
citizen  of  this  country.  He  was  getting  benefits  for  himself  and  at  the 
same  time  he  was  a benefit  to  the  community,"! 


^Letter:  C.  H.  Goering;  Moundridge,  Kansas;  Januar^r  ?0,  19*^5. 
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Pe^3on£yl  Interviews 

Goerlng,  Arnold.  Moundridge,  Kansas.  January  l4,  19*^5» 
Goering,  Mrs.  J.  Moundridge,  Kansas.  December  24,  1944. 
Goering,  Rev.  C.  J,  Moundridge,  Kansas.  December  24,  1944. 
Goering,  Mrs.  John  J.  Moundridge,  Kansas.  January  l4,  1945. 

Letters 

Goerirg»  C.  H.  Moundridge,  Kansas.  January  20,  1945. 
Goering,  Harold.  Moundridge,  Kansas.  January  18,  1945. 
Wedel,  Mrs,  Joe  J.  Moundridge,  Kansas,  January  17.  1945 • 
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CHAPTER  XII 


JACOB  r,  GHABER 


PREFACE 

Even  though  I knew  my  Grandfather  very  well,  there  was  so  much 
of  his  life  that  I did  not  know  about,  hut  in  which  I was  deeply  inter- 
ested. It  seems  to  me  he  had  a very  interesting  character  and  life.  Much 
of  the  material  I did  find  could  not  he  put  in  a paper  of  this  length,  hut 
there  still  is  a wealth  of  material  I did  not  gather,  for  time  did  not 
allow  a thorough  investigation. 

I appreciate  the  help  and  willingness  of  the  people  I contacted 
to  make  this  paper  possible,  Joe,  my  father,  Arthur,  Walter,  and  Jonas 
Graher  were  his  sons;  John  R. , a brother-in-law,  and  John  P.  0.  Graher  his 
only  living  brother.  Mrs^  B.  J.  Stucky  and  Mrs.  Joe  Kaufman  were  tv/o  of 
his  daughters. 


' m ♦ ♦ 

Jacob  K.  Graher  was  a pioneer  farmer  who  settled  near  Pretty 
Prairie,  Kansas.  He  was  born  in  Northwestern  Poland  (September  26,  I860) 
of  Swiss  ancestry  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  in  1874, 
settling  first  in  South  Dakota.  Through  many  hardships  he  applied  him- 
self diligently  to  working  as  opnortunity  came,  even  at  wages  as  low  as 
fifty  cents  a day,  as  a hand-1 aboror  and  livery  stable  driver.  He  helped 
build  two  of  the  early  railroads  that  linked  the  to^ms  southwest  and  north- 
west of  Marion-Junction.  For  four  years  he  worked  for  the  Chicago- 
Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway,  both  in  building  tracks  and  as  a section 
hand.  The  intense  reflection  of  sunshine  against  the  sno^vr  often  caused 
snowblindness.  At  one  time  he  was  affected  so  severely  that  he  had  to 
remain  in  a dark  room  for  three  days  to  regain  his  sight.  During  the 
blizzard  of  1885,  several  of  his  coTi5)anions  froze  to  death. 1 

In  this  new  country,  education  facilities  were  meager;  he  had 
only  two  months  of  school ing.^  He  studied  at  home  such  books  as  were 
then  available.  In  spite  of  a limited  education,  he  was  well  read  and 
informed.  He  could  read  and  write  two  languages,  English  and  German,  as 
well  as  speak  a third,  Russian. ^ 


(original/ . 


’Obituary;  Arthur  J. 


Graber,  R.  3,  Box  48,  Wichita,  Kansas 


Memorial  Biography: 


biographical  Not 
Kansas,  January  17,  1945. 
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Arthur  Graber. 

Jonas  W.  Graber,  1522  Polk  St,, 
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On  Octo'ber  11,  1883,  Granfather  married  Mary  Graljer  who  also 
came  from  Russia,  and  the  couple  set  out  for  Kansas  in  March  of  the  follow- 
ing year.  They  settled  near  the  present  site  of  Pretty  Parairie.  Here 
they  faced  the  many  problems  and  hardships  of  making  a home  on  a virgin 
prairie,  but  they  were  able  to  overcome  them.  In  this  community  they 
shared  a married  life  of  fifty-seven  years,  rearing  four  boys  and  five 
girls. 


I remember  Grandfather  as  a stocky  man  a little  over  five  and  one- 
half  feet  tall.  He  had  heavy  gray  hair.  His  blue  eyes  s-oarkled  showing 
his  remarkable  sense  of  humor.  He  vralked  rather  slowly  and  usually  used 
a cane  to  help  him  along.  He  told  Grandmother  to  stop  being  so  very  par- 
ticular about  the  v;ay  he  was  dressed,  for  other  ladies  were  always  remark- 
ing how  young  he  looked.  This,  he  teased  her,  vras  dangerous  for  her. 

Grandfather’s  character  made  him  the  outstanding  pioneer  farmer 
he  was.  He  loved  Kansas  and  was  a Kansan  by  choice.  His  persistence  to 
forge  ahead  in  spite  of  great  obstacles  made  it  -oossible  for  him  to 
acquire  a substantial  estate.  Believing  strongly  that  investment  in  real 
estate  was  the  soundest  place  for  one's  money,  he  invested  much  in  land. 

At  one  time  he  owned  1500  acres  of  the  choicest  land  in  the  vicinity, 1 

Then,  too,' this  pioneer  was  an  adventurous  man  with  much  courage. 
That  he  loved  adventure  is  shown  by  his  belief  that  adventure  gave  one  the 
greatest  enjoyment  and  thrill  in  life, 2 This  does  not  mean  ha  was  hasty 
and  unthoughtful  in  his  actions;  for  he  was  a man  of  excellent  judgment, 
not  excitable,  but  deliberate  and  thoughtful  in  all  his  actions  and  ex- 
pression,^ He  had  a trait  of  trying  new  products  soon  after  they  vrere 
placed  on  the  market,  thus  he  was  among  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to 
have  them  in  the  community.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  have  acetylene 
lights  and  later  to  have  electricity  and  a pressure  water  system  in  his 
home.  This  farmer  owned  the  first  combine  in  Reno  County,  the  first  large 
tractor  in  the  community,  as  well  as  many  other  types  of  farm  equipment. 

He  was  among  the  first  to  raise  registered  livestock  and  to  start  di- 
versified farming. 4 Trying  them  before  passing  any  judgment  on  them 
seemed  like  the  best  plan  to  him.  Grandfather  discovered  that  every  in- 
vestment in  this  new  oquinment  nayed  for  itself  in  a short  time.^  That 
he  became  an  outstanding  farmer  was  sho\^m  when  ho  was  appointed  by 


1^. 


18,  1945. 

2 


Biographical  Notes:  Arthur  Graber,  Wichita,  Kansas,  January 


Interview:  Joe  M,  Graber,  Pretty  Prairie,  Kansas, 
biographical  Notes:  Jonas  Graber, 
biographical  Notes:  Arthur  Graber, 

5 

Interview:  Joe  M.  Graber, 
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Governor  Davie  as  a delegate  to  the  wheat  conference  at  Wichita  in  19P3.1 

Grandfather  generously  contributed  to  schools,  hospitals,  and 
private  individuals.  There  are  old  notes  amounting  to  over  one  thousand 
dollars,  loans  which  vr^re  mp.de  to  poor  people  who  never  wore  able  to 
repay,2  He  never  let  his  left  hand  know  how  much  his  right  gave,  but  he 
said  he  had  found  rewards  in  giving  in  so  many  v;ays  so  soon  after  giving 
that  he  knew  he  was  being  blessed. 

When  this  family  head  assigned  tasks  to  his  childem  and  his  hired 
help,  he  put  them  on  their  own  initiative  to  carry  out  the  work.  He  used 
this  Same  principle  in  teaching  all  his  childern  and  many  of  his  grand- 
childern  how  to  drive  a car.'^  I had  my  first  instructions  from  him,  and 
I will  never  forget  the  incident.  He  did  not  give  me  much  advice,  but  he 
let  me  figure  out  much  for  myself.  He  kept  urging  me  to  go  a little 
faster;  for  I was  going  at  a very  slow  speed.  Grandmother  v;ho  was  sitting 
in  the  back  seat  felt  very  sorry  for  me  and  tried  to  porctiado  Grandfather 
to  give  me  more  help.  He  judged  man’s  ability  by  comparing  him  with  other 
men,  pointing  out  their  weak  points,  not  giving  them  advice  freely,  but 
letting  them  use  their  own  initiative  in  solving  their  problems.  He  al- 
ways preferred  to  receive  criticism  rather  than  praise  and  honor  from  his 
friends,®  ' 


Some  of  his  other  characteristics  were  promptness  and  patience. 
Doing  things  on  time  even  if  time  did  not  allow  a good  job  was  more 
important  on  his  farm  than  delaying  the  work  by  taking  more  time  to  do  it 
well,®  The  patience  with  which  he  bore  his  permanent  physical  handicaps 
as  a result  of  a railway  accident  in  1923,  won  for  him  the  admiration  of 
his  friends.  Accidents  were  very  common  in  his  life.  In  quite  a number 
of  other  instances,  he  suffered  serious  injuries.  His  stables  contained 
some  of  the  wildest  horses  in  the  community,  and  he  probably  had  more 
runaways  than  anyone  else  in  the  vicinity.  Grandfather's  unfailing  spring 
of  energy  led  him  to  ride  a motorcycle  when  he  was  about  middle  aged;  he 
had  an  accident  with  it.*^ 

Because  he  loved  nature,  especially  trees,  he  improved  his 
prairie  lejid  by  planting  hundreds  of  trees  on  it  and  making  a small  pond 
in  the  pasture  where  he  discovered  natural  springs.  He  gathered  seedlings 


^In  a letter  sent  to  Jacob  K.  Graber;  it  can  be  found  at  Arthur 
Graber's  home  at  the  present, 

2 

Biographical  Notes:  Arthur  Graber. 

3 

Interview:  Joe  M.  Graber. 

"^Ibid.  ^Ibid. 

^Ibid.  '^Ibid. 
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from  near-by  rivers  and  along  the  roadside,  always  trying  to  find 
new  and  different  kinds, ^ 

Grandfather  adhered  steadfastly  to  the  fxxndamental  doctrines  of 
the  Mennonite  church,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  Bo?rd  of  Beacons  for 
many  years. 2 This  man  of  God  was  one  of  the  tvent;/-three  men  who  organ- 
ized the  Mennonite  Church  in  the  community  and  became  a charter  member. 3 

In  1919  he  helped  organize-  the  First  $Iational  Bank  in  Pretty 
Prairie.  He  was  a large  stockholder,  a charter  member,  and  a director 
until  his  death  in  1942  (June' 8),  He  also  invested  in  the  h<3rdv;are  and 
implement  business  and  served  as  the  treasurer  for  his  township  for  many 
years. 4 However,  not  all  of  his  later  investments  were  as  sound  as  they 
seemed  at  first. 

Grandfather  favored  education  facilities  for  young  people  very 
much,  for  he  strongly  si^^ported  the  establishing  of  a high  school  district 
in  the  Pretty  Prairie  community.®  Ha  donated  large  suras  to  colleges,  and 
all  of  his  childern  but  one  attended  college  at  least  one  year. 

His  dream  concerned  the  future  of  the  poor,  worthy  Mennonite  boys 
who  were  starting  on  a career  of  farming.  Grandfather  felt  that  the 
wealthy  Mennonite  men  should  buy  land  to  rent  to  these  young  farmers, 
and  over  a number  of  years  they  would  eventiialiy  own  it.  He  strove  to 
make  this  a reality,  for  he  saw  land  become  more  expensive  and  difficult 
to  obtain.  Feeling  that  such  boys  do  not  have  the  opportunity  today  as 
he  had,  he  wanted  to  see  them  receive  this  help  when  they  started  to 
struggle  for  a livelihood, 6 

Mrs.  Graber's  constant  companionship  played  a greater  part  in  his 
accomplishments  than  we  will  ever  know.  She  helped  him  wherever  she  could, 
regardless  of  the  sacrifices  involved.  Thriftiness  was  so  deeply  rooted 
into  her  life  that  she  never  lost  sight  of  it.  After  her  death  (April  17, 
194l)  Mr,  Graber  felt  lost,  and  he  never  really  returned  to  his  f ormer 
self. 


better:  John  P,  0,  Graber,  102  Fast  5th  St,,  Hutchinson,  Kansas, 
January  16,  1945, 

biographical  Notes:  John  R,  Graber,  Pretty  Prairie,  Kansas, 
biographical  Notes:  Arthur  Graber, 

5 

Interview:  Walter  W,  Graber,  Pretty  Ppairie,  Kansas, 

6 

Interview:  Jo<-  M,  Graber. 
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Jacob  K.  Graber  Lived  a life  full  of  service  and  enjcy?nen^. , never 
tiring  or  losing  his  optimistic  spirit.  When  the  fid  of  his  life  came, 
he  faced  it  just  as  willingly  as  any  other  problw  in  l:’.f3-  Those  Who 
were  with  him  during  his  last  hours  on  earth  v;ere  strengthened  by  his 
willingness  to  die  and  his  absence  of  fear,  Wr.en  he  c.ejpartcdf  his  last 
wish  was  fulfilled,  the  wish  of  departing  without  long  suffering,! 

f 
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CHAPTER  XIII 

GLIMPSES  INTO  A MISSIONARY* S LIFE-^ 


Reverend  J.  B.  Edi-ger,  a missionary  to  the  Southern  Cheyenne  Indians 
in  Oklahoma,  has  had  many  experiences  in  his  life  that  reveal  ’/.ow  ho  has  "been 
ahle  to  lead  others  to  Christ.  He  was  able  to  do  this  by  iivi-ig  a consistant 
Christian  life  as  well  as  by  preaching. 

Before  going  into  the  work  in  which  he  has  been  for  the  last  thirty- 
eight  years,  Reverend  Ediger  received  his  education  at  Bethel  College.  '/Jhile 
there  he  was  inspired  V the  attitude  his  Bible  professor,  C.  H.  Wedel,  took 
yhile  teaching  his  class.  This  attitude  may  be  summed  up  in  the  expression, 
"Take  off  your  shoes,  for  you  are  treading  on  holy  ground."  The  sacredness 
of  the  ministry  was  always  empliasized  as  well  as  the  great  responsibility 
that  was  connected  with  going  into  the  ministry. 

After  finishing  his  formal  education.  Reverend  Ediger  started  teach- 
ing school.  He  had  taught  for  seven  years  vyhen  the  Mission  Board  sent  him 
a call  to  become  a missionary  to  the  Indians.  He  had  thought  of  going  into 
the  ministry  at  one  time,  but  had  dismissed  the  idea.  Thus  the  call  came 
unexpectedly.  As  he  was  teaching  and  had  made  plans  for  the  future,  God  had 
to  work  very  definitely  with  him  to  prove  that  it  actually  was  His  will. 

Since  the  call  had  been  given  and  the  Lord  had  showed  him  what  he  should  do, 
he  accepted  the  call. 

Reverend  and  Mrs.  Ediger  arrived  on  the  field  on  May  25,  190? • They 
went  to  Clinton,  Oklahoma,  whida  was  a town  three  years  old.  There  Reverend 
Ediger  started  to  learn  the  Cheyenne  language,  but  did  not  continue  the 
thorough  study  of  it  mainly  because  of  the  lack  of  time.  He  had  to  enter 
right  into  full  time  service  as  there  were  no  other  missionaries  thcro.  It 
was  not  so  necessary  to  learn  the  language  as  quite  a few  of  the  Indians 
had  received  a good  education  which  raad.e  them  efficient  interpreters.  Another 
reason  for  not  learning  the  Cheyenne  language  was  that  often  there  were 
Kiowas,  Commanchos,  and  Arapahoes  present  in  the  services  who  could  not  under- 
stand the  Cheyenne  language. 

On  the  mission  field  the  work  was  entered  Into  In  quite  the  same 
manner  as  in  any  white  community.  Regualar  services  were  held  every  Sunday 
vhich  included  Sunday  School,  Church  worship,  as  well  as  evening  services. 
There  was  also  visitation  of  the  sich,  ahd  camp  work  vdiich  was  done  as  often 
as  possible.  In  doing  camp  visitation.  Reverend  Ediger  was  always  received 
with  respect  bj'’  the  Indians  as  they  considered  hini  a servant  of  God.  The 
Cheyennes  do  not  doubt  God  nor  the  Bible  as  the  word  of  God. 


The  contents  of  this  paper  were  gotten  from  Reverend  J.  B.  Ediger 
in  an  interview  which  was  held  on  January  31»  19^5.  at  Newton,  Kansas. 
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The  Indians  would  always  respect  the  missionary  yet  I can  remember 
®ne  Indian  who  would  not  show  any  respect  for  me,  I usually  drove  a horse 
aid  buggy  when  I went  anywhere,  while  the  Indian  drove  a team  and  wagon  where- 
ever  he  went.  Every  time  we  would  meet  on  the  road,  he  would  take  the  middle 
of  the  road  so  I had  to  go  b''’’  him  in  the  ditch  or  try  to  get  by  as  best  I 
could.  Then  when  1 would  go  past  him,  he  would  glare  at  me  and  grin  like 
the  devil  himself.  This  did  not  occur  only  once  or  twice,  but  e'very  time 
we  met  for  years,  Vlhenever  he  did  this  he  would  brag  about  how  he  could  makt 
the  missionary  give  him  the  road,  or  else  he  would  just  make  fun  of  it.  As 
I am  human,  I was  often  tempted  to  retaliate  by  some  means  such  as  striking 
him  with  the  buggy  whip,  but  I always  refrained. 

This  Indian  became  sick.  I went  to  visit  him  as  I did  all  sick 
people,  although  I went  to  him  out  of  duty  instead  of  pleasure.  After  visit- 
ing him,  I was  always  glad  to  leave,  as  I knew  he  did  not  care  for  me.  The 
Indian's  sickness  lingered  on  for  months  and  months.  One  day  I was  notified 
that  he  wanted  to  see  me.  I did  not  know  what  he  wanted  of  me,  but  the  next 
day  I went  to  see  him* 

When  I went  into  his  tent,  I sat  down  beside  him  a nd  waited  until 
he  would  speak.  After  a short  time  he  started  talking  and  said,  "I  called 
for  you.”  I told  him  I had  received  the  message  and  asked  him  what  he 
wanted  me  to  do.  He  said,  "The  other  day,  vhile  I was  lying  here,  I do  not 
know  if  I was  sleeping  or  awake,  I saw  some  one  come  in.  He  sat  down  right 
vhere  you  are  sitting.  When  he  came  in  it  became  light  in  my  tent,  and  after 
he  left  it  was  dark  as  it  had  been  before.  While  he  was  here  I felt  so  good. 

I did  not  know  vhy,  so  I did  not  let  on  that  I did,  I have  been  thinking 
for  days  vho  it  was  and  what  it  all  meant.  I wondered,  too,  what  made  me 
feel  so  good.  Then  one  day  it  all  became  clear  to  me.  It  is  the  missionary^ 
He  comes  here  quietly  and  sits  down  by  my  bed  and  waits  to  speak  until  I 
acknowledge  him.  It  has  always  made  me  feel  good,  although  I never  showed 
it.  That  is  the  reason  I have  sent  for  you." 

Needless  to  say  I was  surprised  so  I asked  him,  "'.<hat  can  I do  for 
you?"  He  said,  "Uive  me  your  Jesus."  So  I explained  it  all  to  him  that  if 
he  wanted  Jesus  he  would  have  to  give  up  his  other  religions,  ^e  then  said, 

"I  have  thrown  everything  away,  G-ive  me  what  you  have.  That's  what  I waHSt." 

I then  prayed  with  him  and  told  him  I would  come  back*  This  time  I left 
his  place  with  a different  feeling.  I then  instructed  him  but  continued  to 
wonder  if  he  would  really  make  the  sacrifice. 

The  time  came  for  him  to  be  beptized.  His  tent  was  full  of  people 
and  there  was  a large  group  standing  ouside.  I had  some  misgivings  yet,  as 
I knew  he  would  have  to  denounce  his  old  religions  in  front  of  all  his  friends 


The  following  are  accounts  of  actual  experiences  as  experienced  by 
Reverend  J.  R.  Ediger.  They  reveal  the  character  of  Reverend  Ediger  and 
also  the  type  of  work  that  can  be  done  by  a consecrated  Christian.  They 
are  written  as  he  told  them  to  me. 
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I asked  him  the  question,  "Have  you  given  up  all  other  religions,  and  have 
you  accepted  Jesus  Christ  ds  your  Savior?"  1 trembled  and  waited  for  his 
answer.  The  people  all  around  were  listening.  He  was  reclining  on  his  bed, 
but  when  I asked  this  question  he  raised  up  and  assented  emphatically  and 
loudly  so  that  all  the  people  heard  himi  After  he  became  a Christian,  he  was 
faithful  till  death  and  his  widow  then  accepted  Christ  also. 

There  was  a young  couple  that  lived  near  our  place  that  were  not 
Christians.  They  were  very  proud  heathens  that  tried  to  live  a good  life, 
so  they  never  did  any  wrong  knowingly.  They  would  come  to  church  occasion- 
ally. Vftien  they  did  they  always  respected  me,  and  I respected  them.  They 
had  a little  girl  that  took  sick  and  died,  so  they  asked  me  to  conduct  the 
funeral  4 There  at  the  cemetery  I told  them  how  Jesus  had  said,  "Let  the 
little  children  come  unto  me."  I told  them  that  their  little  girl  was  with 
Jesus  and  they  could  be  with  her,  too,  and  not  be  separated  if  they  would 
believe  in  Jesus, 

About  a week  later  as  1 was  on  my  way  home,  I met  the  mother  and 

her  daughter.  She  told  me  to  stop  as  she  wanted  to  talk  to  me.  She  said, 

"1  cannot  forget  what  you  said  at  the  grave  the  other  day.  Help  me  to  hrve 
that  Jesus  as  my.  Savior."  As  1 was  glad  to  help  them,  I went  to  see  her  and 
instructed  her.  She  was  then  baptised  on  her  confession  of  faith,  and  it 
was  soon  after  that  her  husband  and  daughter  also  came. 

After  some  years,  this  couple  was  persuaded  to  put  on  a sun  dance 
(a.  heathen  religious  dance)  by  some  of  the  tribal  medicine  men.  For  this 
act  they  had  to  forfeit  their  membership,  and  I had  to  tell  them  so.  It 

was  several  years  before  they  started  attending  the  Sunday  services.  They 

would  come  once  in  a vhile,  and  then  more  often  until  they  attended  practic- 
ally every  ^^unday. 

I had  been  sick  for  years  and  was  to  go  to  Halstead,  Kansas,  for 
an  operation.  On  the  Sunday  before  I was  to  leave,  I ejrolained  this  to 
the  people  and  asked  the  Christians  to  pray  for  me.  'i/hen  the  services  were 
over,  this  men  and  wife  came  to  me  and  asked  vdiat  they  must  do  to  become 
members  of  the  Qhurch  of  Jesus  Christ  again.  They  said,  "VTe  want  to  pray 
for  you  vdiile  you  are  gone,  but  the  way  we  stand  now  we  can  not,"  1 told 

them  I was  glad  for  their  decision,  and  if  I came  back,  the  first  thing  I 

would  do  would  be  to  help  them.  They  said,  "Yes,  but  then  we  cannot  pray 
for  you.  Help  us  now  and  then  we  can  pray  vhile  ytru  are  gone." 

this  time  all  the  Indians  had  left  the  diurch  except  the  native 
helper,  I asked  them  if  it  were  possible  to  call  all  the  Christians  together 
for -a  special  meeting  on  Thursday  forenoon.  The  helper  said  it  was  possible 

as  he  was  willing  to  go  on  his  horse  to  tell  t e people  to  come  and  why.  In 

the  meantime  I talked  to  this  counle.  They  were  ready  to  repent  and  eager 
, to  confess  their  sin  openly  and  have  their  membership  restored^  I Shall 

never  forget  that  service  on  that  Thrusday  forenoon. 

Irtftien  I cam  back  six  weeks  later,  the  woman  hurried  over  and  with 
tears  in  her  eyes  she  shook  my  hand  and  said,  "I  knew  all  the  time  that  you 
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were  coming  back.  I knew  God  would  answer  the  prayer  of  Christians,  because  ' 
we  need  you.”  Romanose,  as  their  name  was,  had  a very  troublesome  life, 
but  they  left  a clear  testimony  before  they  died. 

Several  years  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Romanose,  I was  visiting  the 
sick  in  the  Indian  hospital,  when  I passed  the  bed  of  an  old  medicine  women. 
She  v/as  one  of  the  highest  if  not  the  highest  medicine  women  in  the  tribe. 

She  was  held  in  very  high  respect  by  all  Indians  and  she  was  revered  rs  well 
as  feared  by  them.  One  day  as  I went  in  to  see  her  she  held  my  hand  end  said, 
"Today  I will  not  let  you  go.  I have  to  talk  to  you.  Ev^ry  time  v^aen  I see 
you  walk  along  the  hall,  I see  Mrs.  Romanose  following  you  with  her  finger 
pointed  towards  you  saying,  "’^at  that  man  says  do.  That  is  the  only  thing 
that  made  me  happy."  The  old  woman  continued,  "I  want  her  Jesus  so  I can 
be  happy,  too."  I prayed  for  her  and  said  I would  come  to  see  her  again. 

I knew  her  heathen  standing  and  how  hard  it  would  be  to  give  it  up.  I had 
a feeling  she  might  want  to  add  Christianity  to  all  of  her  other  religions. 

I then  went  to  one  of  the  Indian  Christians  and  explained  to  him 
vhat  his  woman  had  told  me,  I asked  him  to  go  see  her  the  next  day  as  he 
knew  her  standing  in  the  tribe  and  she  might  think  I did  not.  After  we  had 
talked  it  over  he  shook  his  head  and  said,  "There  is  no  use  in  going.  She 
has  to  give  up  all  she  has  before  she  can  have  Jesus.  You  do  not  know  how 
high  she  stands  in  her  old  religious  way.  She  will  never  give  that  up." 

I told  him  I knew  that,  but  that  we  had  to  be  fair  to  her  and  to  our  Saviour. 
He  then  consented  to  go  see  her  the  next  day. 

I went  to  see  him  after  that  to  get  a report  on  vhat  had  been  said. 
^Vhen  I asked  him  Vihat  had  happened,  he  said  he  never  could  have  believed  it 
if  he  had  not  witnessed  it  himself.  He  said,  "\ittien  I got  there,  I told  her 
I come  as  a messenger  from  the  missionary.  I told  her,  'I  understand  you 
want  to  become  a Christian.  Do  you  know  that  when  you  become  a C3iristian 
you  have  to  give  up  all  other  religions?*  She  looked  at  me  and  said,  'Yes, 

I know  that.  I have  already  thrown  them  away.  I have  nothing  left.  Give 
me  Jesus . ’ " 

Reverend  Ediger  then  said  after  tolling  this  story:  I was  surprised 

that  a woman  who  never  came  to  church,  but  was  against  the  church,  but  was 
against  the  church  and  Christians  had  such  a clear  understanding  of  the  Jesus 
way.  I instructed  her  on  her  bed  in  the  hospital  and  she  was  a wonderful 
missionary  the  rest  of  her  days,  ’whenever  her  old  friends  would  come  and 
want  to  pay  homage  to  her,  she  would  wave  her  hand  and  say,  "Don't  do  that. 
That  is  all  gone  now.  I am  a Christian." 

But  things  do  not  always  run  smoothly  on  the  mission  field.  Reverend 
Ediger  has  had  many  disappointments  in  his  work  with  the  Indians.  One  of  the 
hardest  things  that  he  has  found  to  contend  with  is  the  excuse  the  Indians 
five  for  themselves.  "I  am  an  Indian."  If  they  are  told  they  have  done 
wrong,  they  will  always  come  back  to  that  same  refrain.  But  in  spite  of  tho^ 
many  disappointements,  Reverend  Ediger  has  continued  in  his  work  of  witness- 
ing for  Christ  end  in  to  bring  the  Indians  to  a saving  knowledge  of  Him. 
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CHAPT3R  XIV 
YOSHIO  KATO 
Preface 


I am  writing  this  hiograijhy  on  Yoshio  Kato,  not  only  because  he  wae 
my  "brother,  "but  because  he  is  truly  an  unforgettable  person.  He  always 
thought  for  the  good  of  fellow  man,  and  not  of  himself,  ^e  sacrificed 
everything  he  had,  or  hoped  to  have,  for  the  good  of  his  country,  the  Ameri- 
can-Japanese  people, and  his  family. 

In  a sense,  he  died  for  the  world;  a world  vhere  people  can  live 
freely  and  democratically;  a world  where  man  is  judged  by  his  worth  and 
action,  not  by  his  race,  creed,  or  color. 

It  is  now  up  to  us  Americans  to  pick  up  vhere  he  left  off,  by  es- 
tablishing an  ever-lasting  post-war  peace  vdiich  will  grant  freedom,  equality, 
and  justice  to  all  men.  Yes,  Yoshio  died  for  a country  and  possibly  a world 
viiere  men  can  have  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 


American  of  Japanese  Ancestry 

Yoshio  Kato ^.rn  on  March  25,  1922,  in  Seattle,  Washinton ^Died 

on  October  20,  19^^,  because  of  wounds  sustained  on  the  battlefields  of 
France  in  the  service  of  his  country  and  home,  the  United  States  of  America. 
Thus,  would  read-  the  inscriptions  on  ray  brother's  grave. 

Yoshio  to  me  and  the  family  was  more  than  a son  or  a brother.  He 
was  sort  of  advisor  for  the  family  during  the  time  when  it  was  going  throu^ 
a crucial  stage  in  life.  He  was  a great  help,  too,  not  only  to  the  family, 
but  also  to  the  nation  and  to  the  minority  group  of  American-Japenese  living 
in  this  country  when  they  were  going  through  a crisis.  On  top  of  all  this, 
Yoshio  was  an  adventurous  traveler  of  the  world. 

The  name,  Yoshio,  comes  from  the  combining  of  two  Japanese  words, 
kan-bai  and  o-to-ko . Together  they  form  a name  which  means  a man  who  is 
splendid  in  character  and  inactions.  A person  who  is  immortalized  by  all 
peoples . 


Yosh,  as  he  was  called  by  his  buddies  for  the  sake  of  shortening 
his  name,  attended  the  Seattle  public  grade  and  high  schools,  ^e  was  a 
shy,  quiet  fellow  at  school,  but  when  he  got  together  with  the  boys,  he  was 
just  a regular  fellow.  Though  he  never  recieved  any  exceptional  awards,  he 
was  always  near  the  top  of  the  class  scholastically.  He  studied  hard  and 
played  hard,  apportioning  his  time  to  both. 

His  hei^t  reached  only  five  feet  six  inches,  but  through  his  active 
participation  in  baseball,  basketball,  football,  and  wrestling,  his  muscles 
became  strong  and  sinewy  until  he  had  quite  a well-built  body.  His  jhysical 


88 


t 


• 

7i;, 

''Fw' 

. 

tT.. 

o s*  x{ 

vli;  • 

,to.. 

yy'/i*: 

.;' .■  fi-  ./ic" 

ijr  « 

Ir' •■;;*. ^«7s'S  .''-■fi 

•.jXir.ri' 

L>  ? •■» 

jt:*-  ■ ■■.. 

'»  ;'n 
« a.  ' 

r;r^x,rl  * X'  ..<■  i'~  ^ 

,!  '.r  •jO'’ 

? ^ r!  t 

C i'C'.;'  'xol 

.ry.;r: 

>V  X : 

(••  ':  '.  xtsc-.-'y 

■^•'X-Ariv 

X-ftov  fx- 

f 

.’•ri.'. 

.'.  ’ yi-i  ; ‘xt 

rv  f')  ■».; 

1 r " ^ 

' ,"•«  ■‘.ct CT"*'  *,>•' 

^ - r ■•  -.■:  ^ 'is ’ ■■  r^.'* 

; 0 .h-^i  ->-f  n ' ■ ’» 


•t'^for;  'ic  jbo--";' 


f-i  ^ ^ •■ 


-ri','  si  ' ;>■  <'•.'  «.*  o?  o »•  '1 

,-.•♦•  f '•T.-.  ."I .*.9 '•.•■.'»?.  jnci’A  ' ■ i-v  .iet-ivr  --r'o^.'  ;..  %nif  r.i  :.••*,  " .•  ‘ i-'.v  : 

\ f~ o.-  ’.  ,rr  ' ; t!i rvi  'j  \ 'i  ’.'  x;";:.'  i'*r’  ,-"»V  . j 'y.  '■■?■  -jf' ■ .;xnV' 

...  •■  ■'  T.-  . f‘Cr  Cx  •*  ,v j ,-Y:  : i ”‘0.'.i  '!  s.r-? 


■ x.tJ' .'.‘i  Tc  0l  X 


.'  i.' AS-i  ' .:-,  - 

■f  s:  .•'"  X h/t  £ ■*  ■ ..txii  ■ J'x:  'f- v '<!  ''I  ^ •■';■  ■ ; .iC  »■.: 

t- • ' : '■•r":  • 'f  V'  ■'  ' .'  '.'tc.'Xv' 


. ■••V.V.. 


r ' *'  <->■* 


, X: 


'•  ; . ■ ■ 


:•  •■•'  ‘••'i'  it. '.4  ■-',1  "(;:,••■>  .’ij‘  ’ ■'  " 

,V;'  • ; ■ <v',.;  ' - 'I'.'  ''■  '-Ti-''  o"  ^ ■ \0  ■"  ■'  '-S-f- 

'•,r. /X'lj  , . !'  (V  ,.s''.r  ■ XX  ■ ’ ■'  ' ■ 7 x>  ,c 

•4’  ' • ’ .1 1' ' ‘ ■ '■■'*  f).'.".  .' " y * ■ , ' 

4 yd  .it'.r.'jix  ■■:•■  .i-?  ^ 


i 'it  ■'•■  v;A.!  • X-',  :.,■  * , •'<• 

; ry-y^y  ;v‘> .;■■'•-•  ' j '■' 

'.I 


A f ,••  'lY  O " O 
t • • ^ I , ^ «i  . 


I.-  ' -a;;  i Xh  r'or;*:.  .r  '.i  ..q ’ iv'’ ^ 


-.OJ-x  •■■  '.M  X XP  - .-‘!> 
; .■■•  .;:-j  -f  ■•>  f'xfl'. 

V ' •*'  •, 


I.-  ■ j 7 ••  •...  '-jJsxxn  tot.  ...  -4  ■■■<i 
<'  ■ • „ y.'  ' ,■  : ‘d 

■•,  P , ' •'*  ^ *'»».*  1 '*  ' ''  "'O'*  •“■•;' 

'it  •’  jRaoxJ  -.00*:’"'  ' I.  • -/c-'  " “ 

o ‘ 1 • ■ . . '■,X>r'-  , "• 


■r  rt 


' i -ri  .;.,w  .i  XX''^  , "fv  ' V 

..  i-.r-  r h ,^r.-.a  - id 

. . wof  r--^>  . -rv.  .-4^ 


o rj 


, V ■ ’.I  * -y)  "j  ■'f'.l  ’"i'  i'T  ‘ '"i  ^ \'jy  •■’.W  . 

, i'ict' 1"  .I,"?'*  -i  .f /S  .sf*  J!  I ■' '' 


,•■  (-r 


y,jc  j ''.'•a  "'■o't  yvl'  ''!'c’.y 

c b,.-  , X X sd .1 . ot  , li  r'l**  ,XJ ■■■  ''-:■  ■ .u  ’-.t  .■t"ar 

y.bcc  f ; X'-"’'  - ' 1 ■ '-tn  Lf'r.v  '.'•■y  y.r  ' 


8r. 


8819 

Uo 

2 


89 


build  cane  also  from  hard  work  in  the  country  as  well  as  in  the  city. 

After  graduating  from  Broadway  High  School  in  19^i  he  went  to  work 
at  various  jobs  to  earn  enough  money  to  pay  his  way  throu^  college.  In  the 
same  year,  there  came  an  opportunity  for  him  to  travel  to  Japan  and  attend 
school  there.  His  desire  to  travel  came  out  and  he  took  the  chance.  ’Vhile 
in  Japan,  he  attended  the  Kizuho  Gakuen  in  Kanazawa  Ken,  Japan,  '^here  he 
started  his  first  stage  of  learning  in  the  field  of  electrical  engineering. 
■But  hardly  six  months  had  passed  when  the  political  trouble  between  the 
United  States  and  Japan  started  brewing  in  the  middle  of  19^1.  As  a result, 
the  Japanese  government  decided  to  stop  sending  any  more  of  her  ships  to 
trade  with  this  country.  Uell,  Yosh  wanted  to  continue  his  education,  but 
he  knew  that  this  stoppage  of  trade  might  leave  him  stranded  in  Japan,  if 
the  quarreling  got  worse.  So  because  of  his  love  for  the  -^erican  way  of 
living  and  its  ideals,  he  chose  to  disrupt  his  education  and  return  home  on 
July  15,  19^1. 

In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  entered  the  University  of  Washington. 

His  main  ambition  at  the  time  of  entereing  was  that  of  learning  the  pro- 
fession of  an  electrical  engineer.  Though  the  world  conditions  had  stopped 
him  once,  he  was  still  determined  to  make  it.  He  studied  hard  and  long  with- 
out knowing  what  Fate  had  decreed  for  him  and  the  family  in  the  near-by 
future. 


The  dreaded  day  on  which  war  would  be  declared  became  a reality  on 
Decembery,  19^1*  I remember  my  being  at  the  movies  during  the  time  the  news 
of  the  treacherous  bombing  began  to  fill  the  air  waves,  .hen  I came  home 
that  evening,  I found  my  father  and  mother  sitting  in  the  living  room  look- 
ing quite  pale.  The  other  members  of  the  family  were  deathly  quiet,  but  I 
did  not  botlier  to  ask  them  if  anything  was  the  matter.  Yosh  was  the  only 
one  who  looked  nonchalant.  All  of  a sudden,  he  walked  up  to  my  side  and 
simply  stated,  ’’The  United  States  is  ar  war  with  Japan.  Some  Japanese  bomb- 
er attacked  Pearl  Harbor  this  morning.”  Yes,  that  was  just  like  Yosh.  Al- 
ways cool  and  collected  at  the  time  of  chaos  or  a crisis. 

The  ^ole  Japanese  iwTJulation  of  the  United  States  on  that  day  did 
not  realize  that  this  war  between  the  United  States  and  Japan  would  affect 
them  so  much  in  the  very  near  future.  As  the  days  went  by,  Yosh  and  the 
family  intently  listened  to  the  false,  built-up  propaganda  stories  that 
clodded  up  the  radio  and  the  newspapers.  Stories  vdiich  told  about  the  sab- 
otage and  underground  work  done  by  the  *^apanese  living  in  the  United  States 
and  Hawaii  to  harm  the  national  defense  program.  ’When  the  papers  and  various 
anti-Japanese  groups  started  demanding  the  removal  of  all  Japanese  persons 
from  the  west  coast,  Yosh,  like  the  other  American-Japanese,  believed  the 
truth  would  catch  up  with  the  falsehood  and  smother  it.  Yosh  believed  that 
the  government  would  never  do  such  a thing  as  uproot  people  from  their  homes, 
for  he  had  faith  in  the  Constitution.  He  thou^  the  Constitution  would  not 
allow  such  a thing  to  happen  to  any  of  its  citizens,  no  matter  vdiat  the  news- 
papers and  race-mongers  said.  He  believed  in  the  people,  the  President,  and 
the  law-makers  of  the  United  States,  and  he  believed  that  they  would  never 
allow  such  a terrible  dream  to  come  true  and  blemish  the  fine  record  the 
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country  had  made  so  far.  The  way  things  turned  out,  Yosh‘s  belief  in  the 
Constitution  and  the  same  belief  held  by  a hundred  and  ten  thousand  other 
Japanese  people  in  the  continental  tJnited  States  was  shattered. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1942,  President  Rooseyelt  signed  a bill 
which  gave  the  military  leaders  of  this  countr^y  the  right  to  prescribe 
military  areas  and  to  exclude  any  persona  whose  presence  was  deemed  danger- 
ous to  the  national  defense.  A few  days  after  the  President's  signing  of 
the  Executive  Order,  the  oldest  son  the  family,  Akira,  left  for  the  Army. 
This  made  Yosh  the  oldest  son  at  home  and  quite  natural"' y made  him  respons- 
ible for  the  quite  elderly  parents  and  his  four  younger  brothers.  It  must 
have  been  a terrible  strain  on  him,  physically  and  mentally,  to  be  left 
v4  th  such  a great  responsibility  especially  during  time  when  the  future  was 
so  uncertain. 

Lieutenant  General  De  Witt  in  March,  1942,  responded  to  the  Pres- 
idential Order  andordered  that  all  persons  of  Japanese  ancestry  be  barred 
from  the  Pacific  Slope.  This  order  meant  that  whether  a Japanese  was  an 
American  citizen  or  not,  he  had  to  leave  his  home  and  move  elsev/here.  Be- 
cause of  this  order,  Yosh  had  to  withdraw  from  the  University  of  Washington 
in  order  that  he  could  help  the  family  get  ready  to  move.  All  the  plans 
he  had  of  one  day  becoming  an  electrical  engineer  vrent  crashing.  All  his 
dreams  of  living  a happy  normal  life  were  shattered,  just  because  he  was 
born  of  Japanese  parents.  With  all  this  happening  to  him,  he  still  re- 
fused to  be  bitter  toward  the  country  of  his  birth.  He  said,  "God  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  idiat  they  do.  " 

Yosh,  like  many  of  the  other  Japanese-Americans,  would  have  liked 
to  fight  the  inhumane  order  by  demanding  their  Constitutional  rights  as 
citizens  of  this  country,  but  he,  like  the  others,  realized  fully  the  crisis 
which  threatened  the  democracy  of  the  world.  P’e  realized  that  the  interests 
of  a few  sometimes  had  to  be  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  the  many.  He  want- 
ed the  sacred  and  inherent  American  privileges  and  the  national  welfare  and 
freedom  preserved  fprever;  so  he  advised  the  family  quietly  to  obey  the 
order,  and,  in  this  way,  contribute  to  the  hastening  of  victory  to  the 
cotint  ry. 


It  was  a hard-working  Yosh  that  finally  got  the  family  packed  and 
the  business  settled.  In  this  way,  he  greatly  eased  the  worried  minds  of 
the  tired  parents.  The  family  finally  left  Seattle  and  proceeded  to  an 
assembly  center  in  Puyallup,  Washington.  Here  were  assembled  all  the  Jap- 
anese in  the  vicinity  before  being  sent  to  a relocation  center.  At  the 
assembly  center,  Yosh  like  the  other  members  of  the  younger  set  began  to 
lost  contact  of  family  life.  He  lost  practically  all  relations  with  the 
family,  by  going  out  early  in  the  morning  and  not  returning  home  until  late 
in  the  evening.  The  reason  for  this  was  the  overcroweded  conditions  in  which 
the  family  had  to  live.  He  did  not  want  to  stay  at  home  and  linger  in  a 
small  room,  which  had  seven  cots  and  few  pieced  of  handmade  furniture  in  it. 
His  family  relations  were  lost  through  the  absence  of  a family  dinner  table. 
The  family  d.inner  table  was  substituted  by  a large  dining  ha"'!,  where  the 
various  age  groups  ate  separately.  Yosh  was  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
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When  the  government  forced  us  to  move  again  to  the  relocation 
center  in  Idaho,  Yosh  assumed  the  responsibilities.  There  was  the  tedious 
task  of  again  packing  and  unpacking  the  luggage.  Under  most  of  his  guid- 
ance, we  finally  settled  in  the  desert  camp  in  Idaho.  The  parents  wanted 
Yosh  to  go  to  some  non- restricted  university  in  the  East  and  continue  his 
education.  Though  he  earnestly  wanted  to,  he  believed  that  he  should  stay 
there  and  ^i«itch  over  fiha  fu.raily  and  help  it  out,  for  he  knew  how  difficult 
living  was  in  such  a camp.  He  also  did  not  want  the  family  to  suffer  finan- 
cially by  his  going  to  school. 

He  acquired  a job  in  camp,  and  during  his  spare  time  he  built 
furniture  for  the  room  we  had.  At  the  first  opportunity,  he  left  for  the 
near-by  sugar  beet  fields  with  the  purpose  of  earning  some  money  for  the 
family.  He  came  back  about  two  months  later  with  a small  earning.  The 
farmer  he  had  worked  for  had  taken  advantage  of  his  lack  of  experience  in 
the  work,  and  had  cheated  him  of  his  real  earnings.  He  wondered  why  any- 
one would  deceive  a person,  who  was  doing  work  vital  to  the  nation. 

Hardly  half  a year  passed,  when  the  Army  opened  its  voluntary  en- 
listment to  the  Japanese-American  boys.  The  eldest  brother.  Technician 
Fourth  Grade  Akira,  was  among  the  four  Army  men  that  came  to  the  Minidoka 
Relocation  Center  to  recruit  men  for  the  Armed  Forces.  The  Army  stated 
that  the  volunteers  would  be  placed  into  a Japanese-American  Combat  Unit 
for  the  sake  of  showing  to  the  American  public  that  the  Japanese-American 
(the  Nisei)  boys  are  willing  to  fight  and  even  die  for  their  country.  The 
Army  said  that  if  enough  boys  volunteer,  doubt  of  their  loyalty  would  be 
blotted  out,  and  that  the  Army  would  open  its  enlistment  doors  to  the  Nisei 
boys.  The  Army  also  said  that  this  Unit  would  be  the  last  of  its  kind,  and 
that  the  other  boys  who  are  drafted  would  train  with  and  fight  ’•'ith  the 
Caucasians.  They  said  that  the  families  of  those  who  volunteer  would  be 
given  every  consideration  by  the  government  in  helping  them  to  relocate  or 
help  them  in  camp. 

Yosh  was  very  quiet  during  the  time  public  discussions  were  being 
held  throughout  the  caup  concerning  this  voluntary  enlistment  into  the 
Army.  One  day,  however,  he  walked  up  to  mother  and  calmly  said,  ”H*n,I’m 
going  to  volunteer. ” Mother  naturally  objected,  at  first.  She  told  him 
that  it  was  enough  worry  with  one  son  in  the  Army  without  his  going,  too. 

She  believed  that  the  family  had  sacrificed  more  th^  a great  deal  of  the 
American  families  had  done. 

Yosh,  on  the  other  hand,  told  how  he  wanted  to  help  the  country, 
the  Japanese  living  in  the  United  States,  and  the  family.  His  true  aim 
in  life  was  this  now,  and  he  believed  that  the  only  way  his  goal  could  be 
reached  was  by  his  and  a many  other  boy’s  sacrifice.  Mother  realized  his 
point,  and  she  gave  him  her  consent  and  blessing,  and  told  him  to  give  his 
native  land  the  best  he  had  in  him. 

The  next  day,  he  marched  up  to  the  oldest  brother’s  desk  and  asked 
him  for  the  application  blanks.  I think  Yosh  went  through  more  of  a mental 
conflict  than  any  other  volunteer,  for  his  own  brother  had  to  be  among  those 


m 


otee 

Of* 


•srf  .*■  vt  •.■'/Owl  '.?  -i  - 

. . _ . / 


spvir'^j  - . •; ‘->1 '.  i t c-'^'  J V/  r\o  I's'i 

•"•  n ■^^  ^ “>  ?•  1"'  • ‘ ■'  ' * Ai'  - ^ t*"  .SS'WO 

,.v.  .-.-ffc...o  ’•■•  •>  -■?■'-'•■  •■■;  »,*.•'■<«»'.-«  >=■-•■-"■ 

/ .....  ..'.,■  ..rf  '!>..  .“'I'-'  .,’  ' ’9iTTj£  ■ ' ‘ , :iQ  i covL.0 

^K:*  ^n./  :»cr*  >^/7  ' ''*  • T>  r'^it 

» ^ ti  .-  . ■ t .»  .*  *■ 


,ci  .-r?.^:  '‘  ...  .’.?i:..  '■ 

9 'j  ’*  --  -i-  >^0  ' '' “’.li*  '^^'  -■ 


c'>-.‘.  . 'fLur'./ 


+0  i •'Ms’' 


)■;  t-  • ••  .1  i.rivJ ' '» Mii.  Vi-  .•  'O  • ^'  •.£■■  ’ -■•  _,  . ••}.  ,.,.•> 

,.r  ■.■»<;:«««  114.1.  n -;i-  :;^ 'r  ■.•..■i 

y;-:“  --  :r- 

,*  0“  t j.  ••  ‘ \c»  f"  't''i~j/  ' 'O 

TC'?*'.'  ‘ " ' ■'■  ^ • -'  '- * ■ ' '*q  ‘ v>  - 


' > ..t>':nr.;'  '^  , -a  ;nto't'<  ■v*'^ 


Y .A  ■ 'C  ,f(  . -'tr'  ■ r;ni 

'^h"''j  '-  - ’■  A»  c 

J’.iJ'’"  '’A-'. /-  V'f/-'  '■•’i'^  ■"'•''i5  i ■ H-i  ' • 


■ ^ Cl. ■>.-  ’ 


I . ■ ' Tl'.y-  '-  ~ ^■'  •'  • ' r , - 

•,:'  ^ ' ■’•/j  ; :-y  .-i^s.aj'V'  / 

■ ?*  ».'^-'  c •'^  of",  " .t ' cl.''  H'  '/  . yjo*.  • - 

V'  .,.'10  ..tf  *;  .■;-i  : hr-'-vf  •' 

.:  - ' frf*.’’  LiiTiS  .•  '•./  .vi..' *:  ? r.'‘''0'  ' ii ^ 

-.  : hi.'io*.’  J'.'i;!  . .^*''  '.'ciw  :/''’>■)  '■•  '■•'■/ii.'/. 

• i O'  i''  ’ ■ ■■  •■^nc/C’.'i . '*.••:•  yii.'  ' 


j-i.  ...  ' .v  •’.1C  io  - yo;.  i .’.  ••'ii.'  ■.*^T 

■ t ■.,  • ';.-‘^.-'r  V":  a-ji-'V  '?.?■'’ 

• ^:.'  r i-a  i'  qw 

‘i!  ‘ - ^0/  - ^r  ..  ./.'^xr  ' 


•■■.!/ /V  '■ 


Ok  l 


•■■',*  .'ii  no'  a. 


’ • ■ ../  1 oc;"?  q i ■■  ' ■''  * » 

*;t . .;,  / •_,  .%:  r i-ir/i  >:U  bar  b ' 

■j  ■ fr  ■>  :!■  -/V"  %'/-■■■  a£!  • «:/;•■.>  i'  ' ' -'  ' 

2 »,'  ;>;  ii/:  or  '2-;,i>0.''  ' r-jOrSe  a 

. f • 0"'"  c:  ‘ '-ic'  ■ ■ .’>  *‘)-?6.'''  t . - 


f^'.,  . .•  r-  r 'c'id  •■‘"•‘'5  ./:)  C'.i 

v>  MTio  • ? 1 •.*'•'  ;tH'*'  >’;■*- 

• ' .:  *;.'i  ;:k.S4 '''1'./  'V<-  I/t  ' 


- '1 ' !'  V r h’* 

" ' -vA. " 

•u:’’',  0..  ;.'.'/!vv;i4 

f.irj..-  • s 

..'  ox'.,'.-  t ' ‘'Ti.a-'i 

. , .V  .. 

* . f’' 

of  . -0  ;:o-r;‘o'v:^ ' ■• 

Oi'.V'fi 

.•  . ‘rL'jivV 

0'^’*5-. 

tl,'  ,y  t& 

'’•''...  ' 

>jti  .;  .:'••  . ' 

1 ' .“4 

,■.  .•  '‘i  j ©.fSJ.  •v-'tA 

J- 

J jr  ■£  , i. ./ 1 ? ' 1*'^ 

1 • ' 

: V/"vA  ..:;T  . - V 

C»' 

' VO.  "'jrij  > r.’H  J O.-uJ 

ja:I  ^ ' 

/ " . <1.  - h»  4 . 

iO''  '''2110  •3,.  ■■  ^ 

■*  . -i.' 

.‘  1 J I X u a 0 r V ^ ■ I*  - : ! 1'  i P 
.-r'a-illi  ■'■  • ■'-  »ri 

f 

■1  -y  1 Op 

v7*:v  :'OV  •i:50T 

I'J  - *■' 

-.riv  . ;.  ,\*\a'..'T.(  ,■£ 

'•'  . # 

.V.'VO  ’-  , v*’t  - c .V,'"''A 

: wfc  ■’ 

,'lxtJ‘^i^  ' ' 'r  ^ 

' » ' V ‘ 

i;-^.  ';*yro.'..  ..(  ■•■'  ^ ; 

' [ ■ ' 

,1  { u •-■  •'^. ' ; ■ ■■  ‘ xy  ^ 

' t*. 

<1  • . • - - ■ 

'*jod  V .» . 1 

-\ 

' • „?-r.  V*' 

.;  ori"  ,'"  .•‘1 

J • 

liX  . : 'v:  r vri* 

r ^ 

,’-’0;!  r;  i ■'‘.v’  '»■■■•  .'  i ' . Om 

» 

iru  '•  • M >’0  '■:  a f i". 

« * 1' 

.V.'aV.  k:^.  .‘mi;  *.?•  ^0^. 

/ 

i.  ix  ■ 

rcii  1 ' ■■ 

,'^.•..tlJ'.■;  ■ - ■•''  ■ ' '1  Mi.1 

<•  , , 

'«.  • nrv  ' ,'T;i  i f’t.TOC 

V' 


■ . * ..,  iftfi  '■ 


8819 

40 

5 


92 


that  came  to  recruit. 

After  'a  few  months  of  waiting,  he  was  finally  called  to  active  duty 
in  May,  1943.  He  proceeded  dovrn  to  the  Fort  Douglas  induction  center,  where 
he  was  outfitted  and  given  a two-week  furlough.  He  came  home  for  a short 
three  day  visit  hefoe  he  set  off  for  the  Eastern  cities,  mainly  C’"icago 
and  New  York.  This  v/as  the  restlessness  in  Yosh,  '/hich  he  had  had  since 
he  was  a small  child.  Ho  traveled  to  places  which  he  had  always  wanted  to 
see.  For  from  Chicago,  he  sent  a post-card  saying,  "I  got 'to  see  my  first 
Major  League  ‘baso'ta'i.l  game  at  Wrigley's  Field." 

From  New  York  he  sent  a recording  of  his  own  voice,'  which  tells 
of  his  going  to  the  'Valdorf-Astoria  and  having  his  first  cocktail.  It  told 
of  his  seeing  Milton  H'.'rlo's  show  with  his  own  eyes,  as  well  as  the  Hit 
Parade  Program  with  Joan  Edwards  and  Frank  Sinatra  in  person.  Some  of  his 
life  dreams  came  true,  when  he  got  to  see  those  sights  he  ^d  always  read 
about. 

He  started  his  Army  training  at  Camp  Shelby  on  July  1,  1943,  He 
wrote  a few  letters  to  the  family,  in  which  he  continually  a sked  how  the 
family  was  getting  along.  He  nov>-r  mentioned  how  rugged  the  training  was 
or  what  he  was  doing,  so  his  letters  were  quite  short.  He  did  not  want 
to  worry  the  family  in  the  least  when  the  going  was  hard.  He  was  very 
devoted  to  the  family. 

Yosh  never  wanted  the  family  to  worry  or  fuss  over  him,  even  when 
he  came  home  on  a furlough.  So  one  morning,  in  March,  1944,  he  stepped 
into  the  room  at  one  thirty  and  just  said,  "Oka-d-sama,  tadd-lma  kae-ri- 
mdshita.  " (Mother,  I have  just  come  home).  Miother  jixmped  out  of  bed  and 
was  so  happy  at  the  sight  of  her  long-absent  son  that  she  burst  into  tears. 
The  unpredictable  nature  of  Yosh  had  given  Mother  one  of  the  biggest  and 
happiest  surprises  of  her  life.  ' 

When  the  all  too  short  furlough  came  to  an  end  and  the  time  came 
for  him  to  leave,  his  friends  and  the  family  gathered  at  the  camp's  gate 
to  bid  him  farewell*  Everyone  present  knew  that  this  would  be  the  last 
time  they  would  see  him  for  awhile  or  forever  since  he  was  scheduled  to  go 
overseas  after  he  reached  Camp  Shelby^  Mississippi.  After  he  had  bid 
good-bye  to  the  others,  he  approached  Mother  and  told  her  not  to  worry 
about  him  while  he  was  over  there.  He  embraced  Mother  then  and  told  her, 
"Ite  mai-ri-masu. " (I  shall  be  seeing  you  again). 

Yosh  was  in  New  York,  ready  to  be  shipped  overseas,  when  Mother 
Day  polled  around.  His  being  away  from  home  brought  him  much  closer  to 
the  family  now,  so  he  was  much  m.o re  .thoughtful  of  his  parents  than  he  ever 
was.  He  sent  Mother  on  her  day  a large  perfumed  greeting  card  and  a beau- 
tiful, four-gardenia  corsage.  The  distance  did  not  mean  a thing  to  the 
love  he  had  for  Mother, 

Two  of  Yosh'?  buddies,  Bako  Tsukasa  Francis  Kinoshita  and  Auzie 
Aiigustine  Aratani,  with  whom  he  had.  played  and  worked  were  enroute  overseas 
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on  Mother’s  Day.  They  had  volunteered  with  Yosh  and  had  trained  together, 
making  them  almost  inseparable  friends.  Yosh  on  that  day  thought  of  their 
mothers,  who  were  anxiously  awaiting  word  from  them.  Since  the  two  would 
be  unable  to  do  as  he  had  done,  he  bought  and  sent  to  the  mothers  of  his 
two  friends  a Mother’s  Day  greeting  card.  In  it  he  wrote  ”Bako  (or  Augie) 
would  have  done  this  had  he  been  able,” 

The  next  we  heard  from  Yosh  was  through  a cablegram  from  Italy, 
which  stated,  ’’Greetings.  Letters  received.  Many  thanks.  All  safe  and 
well.”^  Yosh  was  out  there  to  win  a war  which  would  result  in  an  ever- 
lasting peace.  He  hoped  to  return  after  the  war  and  again  live  a normal 
life  with  a reunited  family.  He  states  in  his  letters,  ’’Glad  to  hear  that 
’mom’  had  a swell  Mother’s  Day.  Maybe  she’ll  have  a better  one  next  year 
with  the  war  all  over  and  Poison  (nickname  for  Akira)  and  I back  there 
with  all  of  you.  Here’s  hoping'. In  another  letter  he  wrote,  ’’Getting 
plenty  of  sun  over  here,  but  the  days  will  never  be  cheery  until  peace 
comes  to  the  Chaotic  world.  Here’s  praying  that  it  will  be  soon. ”3  He 
stated  in  another,  ’’Sooner  this  darn  war  is  over  the  happier  we’ll  all  be 
and  here’s  hoping  that  the  day  of  peace  will  come  real  soon,”^ 

Though  the  war  is  serious  business,  he  never  let  it  go  to  his  head. 
He  still  kept  that  sense  of  h\imor  as  can  be  seen  in  the  following  excerps 
from  his  letters,  ”I  imagine  that  the  'kid  brothers’  are  growing  a lot. 

Eideo,  Chuck,  and  Zench I can  just  see  them  tanned  to  toast  brown  as  a 

result  of  the  Idaho  sun.  I’ve  got  quite  a tan  myself— —enuff  to  give  you 
ell  some  stiff  competition.”  In  another  he  wrote; ”I’m  so  dark  now  that  one 
could  easily  mistake  me  for  a negro.” 

When  Yosh  was  in  ^taly,  one  of  the  best  friends.  Staff  Sargeant 
3ako  Francis  Kinoshita  was  killed  in  action.  The  affection  he  had  for  the 
boy  is  expressed  in  a letter  he  wrote  to  Bako's  sister,  Mary  Jane.  He  wrote 
that  \dienever  he  had  time  for  rest  at  ni^t,  instead  of  sleeping,  he  would 
crawl  out  of  his  tent  and  lie  there  under  the  stars  for  awhile  and  think 
about  Bako . He  wrote  that  tears  wo’ild  fill  his  eyes  as  he  thou^t  of  his 
buddy’s  absence. 


^Cablegram  from  Yoshio  Kato  to  Mrs.  Hatsue  Kato, (Italy) ; June  5» 
1944,  In  possession  of  Mrs.  Hatsue  Kato. 

2 

Letter  from  Yoshio  Kato  to  Shuzo  Kato,  (Italy);  date  unknown. 
In  possession  of  Shuzo  Kato. 

better  from  Yoshio  Kato  to  Shuzo  Kato,  (Italy);  July  28,1944, 
In  possession  of  Shuzo  Kato. 

k 

Y-Mail  letter  from  Yoshio  Kato  to  Shuzo  Kato,  (Italy);  July  19, 
1944,  In  possession  of  Shuzo  Kato, 
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He  got  the  opportunity  to  travel  quite  a hit  as  you  can  see  in  the 
excerps  from  his  letters  and  V-mail.  He  writes,  ”I  went  to  Rome  on  a pass 
the  other  ^nday.  I visited  the  famous  St.  Heter's  Cathedral,  the  Coliseum, 
and  the  Rome  Opera  House.  The  St.  Peter’s  is  really  quite  a site  and  its 
interior  with  all  the  gold  and  marhle  figures  is  truly  something.  The 
Coliseum  was  sort  of  a disappointment.  Just  one  mass  structure  of  concrete 
slowly  decaying  thru  age.  I saw  the  stage  play  "This  is  the  Army"  at  the 
Roma  Theatre."  * 

"In  Italy,  it  wasp*etty  dirty  (unsanitary)  down  around  ^apies,  hut 
as  we  went  farther  north  the  conditions  were  a.  lot  better.  The  city  of 
Rome  was  about  the  best  I’ve  seen  in  ^taly.  It  hardly  shared  the  effects  of 
war  and  its  modern  apartment  houses  and  its  beautiful  cathedrals  were  really 

things  to  admire.  Florence  looked  pretty  nice_ we  just  passed  through  it, 

didn’t  have  time  to  tour  its  famous  structures,  which  made  the  city  of 
Florence  the  art  center  of  this  world.  Never  got  a chance  to  visit  Pisa, 
but  with  the  aid  of  a field  glass,  I saw  her  famous  leaning  tower.  Aside 
from  fighting,  it  w'asr’t  so  bad  in  ^taly.  I visited  Rome  three  times  and 
Naples  about  f^ur»  swam  at  the  beautiful  beach  in  Rosegnone,  and  have  seen 
plenty  of  interesting  places  including  that  old  City  of  Pompeii."^ 

It  was  about  three  week's  after  Yosh  went  from  ^tdy  to  Prance  that 
he  was  killed,  it  came  as  a great  shock  to  the  family  and  to  many  of  his 
friends.  Hov;ever,  we  have  the  consolation  that  he  died  for  a great  cause  • 
and  he  now  haiS  the  opportunity  to  live  an  eternal  life  with  G-od  and  many 
of  his  friends.  Ve  are  glad  also  that  part  of  his  ambitions  were  fulfilled 
before  he  left  this  world. ^ I think  there  is  not  the  slightest  bit  of  d®jc.bt 
as  to  vdaether  Yoshio  lived  up  to  his  name. 

However,  Yoshio  will  not  be  able  to  sleep,  until  the  day  this  world 
sheds  its  coat  of  hatred  and  greed.  Let  us  pray  to  God  that  it  may  come 
soon. 


better  from  Pfc.  Yoshio  Kato  to  Shuzo  Kato,  (France)  ''ct,  2,  I9HU. 
In  possession  of  Shuzo  Kato. 


2 


See  Appendix  1. 
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APPENDIX 


A letter  from  Akira,  the  oldest  son,  to  father  and  mother  upon 
the  hearing  of  Yosh’e  death. 


November  30,  1944 

Dear  Pa  and  Ma, 

When  I heard  of  Yosh’s  death,  it  was  a great  shock  to  me  as  it 
was  to  all  of  us  who  loved  and  cared  for  him  so  much.  With  his  death, 

God  has  taken  a^ffay  from  us  a member  of  our  own  family — someone  who  was 
far  more  precious  and  dear  to  us  than  words  can  possibly  mean  to  others. 
He  was  really  a swell  brother  and  I know  that  I am  going  to  miss  his 
company  very  much.  I will  always  remember  those  grand  times  I had  with 
him  in  Seattle,  at  the  center,  and  on  all  the  trips  I went  with  him — 
such  as  the  trips  to  Wapato,  Chosen,  and  to  the  old  country.  Those  many 
pleasant  memories  will  stay  with  me  forever  and  here  in  my  heart,  I will 
treasure  them  alvra,ys.  But  somehow,  I still  can’t  believe  that  he  is  gone 
from  this  world. 

Yosh  died  fighting  for  the  principles  he  believed  in  and  to  make 
this  strife-ridden  world  a better  world  for  the  future  generations  to 
live  in.  We  are  proud  of  him  and  the  whole  nation  is  proud  of  him  too. 

I only  hope  that  what  Yosh,  Bako,  Matchan,  and  many  others  died  for'  will 
not  be  forgotten  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  after  this  war  is 
over — then  Yosh  and  his  buddies  would  not  have  given  their  lives  in  vain. 

Our  dreams  of  having  every  member  of  our  family  around  the  same 
table  again  back  in  Seattle  is  no  more,  but  let  us  not  grieve  too  much 
for  he  is  now  in  a better  world — a world  where  there  is  no  hatred,  but 
love  and  peace  for  all.  God  will  watch  over  him  for  us  and  some  day  we 
will  join  him  up  there  and  be  together  once  again.  So  though  we  cannot 
be  reunited  in  htis  world,  I ajn  sure  that  we  will  have  that  grand  reunion 
after  all  iiL  a much  better  surrounding.  That  will  be  the  day  which  we 
will  all  be  looking  forward  to. 
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It  is  impossible  for  me  to  write  to  everyone  who  was  so  kind  and 
considerate  to  attend  the  services,  so  please  thank  them  for  me.  I wish 
I could  have  been  there,  but  even  though  I wasn't  there  physically,  please 
remember  that  I was  there  spiritually  and  was  praying  for  him 

Your  loving  son, 

Akira 

"Two  Hunt  Bovs  in  Italy  Patrol ^Pvt.  Prank  Matsuda  and  Pfc.  Yoshio 

Kato,  formerly  of  Seattle  Washington,  were  mentioned  in  the  Salute  to  the 
Servicemen  column  conducted  by  the  Seattle  Times,  this  week." 

The  article  said,  "Members  of  a five-man  patrol  of  Japanese- Americans 
of  the  Division  claimed  to  be  the  first  American  troop  to  reach  the 

banks  of  the  Arno  River  on  the  Pifth  Army  front.  Pvt.  Prank  Matsuda  and 
Pfc.  Yoshio  Kato  of  Seattle. 

Pvt.  Matsuda' s parents  reside  at  140-2-E  and  Pfc.  Kato's  parents 
reside  at  17-7“®."  liinidoka  Irrigator" 

Volunteer  Dies  on  Prench  Pront Pfc.  Yoshio  ^ato,  second  son  of 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenzo  Kato  of  17-7-®*  was  reported  killed  in  action  in  Prance 
on  October  20,  the  War  Department  notified  the  parents  this  week. 

A volunteer  from  Hunt,  he  left  for  Camp  Shelby  on  July  1,  19^3* 
and  left  for  overseas  duty  this  spring.  He  is  formerly  of  Seattle  Wahington. 

He  has  one  brother,  Akira,  serving  overseas."^ 


^Exceirpt  from  the  Minidoka  Irrigator;  Volume  IV,  No.  36,  Saturday, 
November  11,  1944. 
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CHAPTER  XV 
ADINA  GOERING 


Preface 

It  has  heen  a great  privilege  to  write  a "biography  of  a friend 
whom  I have,  ever  since  I kne’v  her,  admired  and  revered.  My  main  ex- 
perience with  Adina  was  to  take  piano  lessons  from  her.  These  few  hours 
at  the  piano  taught  me  to  know  her.  Her  personality  is  so  outstanding. 
When  I heard  .of  her  death,  I could  hardly  "believe  it.  To  me  she  was 

not  dead.  A soul  filled  with  such  unlimited  energy  and  life  can  not  die. 

When  this  "biographical  assignment  was  presented  to  me,  the  first 
individual  I thought  to  write  of  was  Adina.  I felt  right  only  by  choos- 
ing this  "life”.  Perhaps  "by  showing  some  person,  through  this  "biography, 
the  greatness  of  this  soul,  I can  do  a small  part  to  make  her  live  again. 
Also,  it  is  my  "belief  that  influential  lives,  who  have  risen  to  greater 
heights,  should  be  remembered.  Thus  I write  this  biography.  It  is  my 
hope  that  it  will,  at  least  in  a small  measure,  carry  out  the  purpose  I 
have  in  writing  it, 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  vho  have  given  information 
and  help  for  the  writing  of  this  biography.  May  I just  mention  Miss 
Sophie  Goering,  a very  close  sister  to  Adina,  who  has  put  forth  much 
effort  for  me.  Material,  such  as  the  diary,  scrap-book,  and  poetry,  I 
have  through  her  efforts.  It  is  my  hope  that  her  efforts  will  not  be  in 
vain, 

* « « 

Birth  and  Early  Training 

An  ambitious,  energetic  soul  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  A.  C. 
Goering  of  near  Moundridge,  Kansas,  on  Septemberl,  1903.  This  bundle  of 
"life"  they  named  Adina. 

Adina,  when  small,  as  in  later  years,  was  full  of  "life".  At 
the  age  of  three,  while  accompanying  the  family  on  the  streets  of  Hutch- 
inson, she  fell  and  broke  her  arm.  A year  later,  while  chopping  wood 
for  her  playhouse,  she  chopped  off  her  big  toe.  Her  activity  is  also 
shown  by  the  fact  that  she  once  drank  enough  turpentine  to  "put  her  out", 

Adina' s interest  in  music  developed  in  her  early  years,  partly 
as  an  inheritance  from  Grandfather,  she  tho\aght.  However,  she  attributed 
her  musical  ability  to  Mother,  for  she  created  the  musical  interest  with- 
in her.  At  the  age  of  six  Adina  took  her  first  piano  lesson.  Thus 
started  her  musical  career.  During  Adina* s grade  school  years  it  seems 
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that  she  had  difficulty  with  flatting,  hut  she  overcame  this  later, ^ 

Her  inability  to  '*do  nothing”  is  shown  in  an  incident  which 
took  ulace  on  her  grandfather's  farm.  Adina,  with  one  of  her  cousins,  ' 
roamed  all  over  the  farm.  After  some  time  of  anxiety  on  the  part  of 
the  mothers,  the  girls  returned,  boasting  of  the  vronderful  time  they 
had.  Anest  of  eleven  turkey  eggs,  vrhich  were  about  ready  to  hatch, 
had  been  found  and  it  had  been  lots  of  fun  to  chase  off  the  old  hen 
and  break  the  eleven  eggs. 

In  grade  school  adina  was  an  active  worker,  being  csT>ecially 
willing  to  do  things  for  students  and  teachers.  Often  she  swe-^t  the 
floor,  dusted  erasers,  or  ran  errands.  She  considered  it  a great 
privilege  to  act  parts  in  nlays,  and  did  it  well.  Often  she  memorized 
other  students’  narts  in  plays,  and  hel>-ed  then.  This  ability  to  act 
was  due,  in  part,  to  her  deep  emotional  nature.  In  history,  also,  she 
felt  deeply  for  the  old  nioneers  and  often  shed  tears  because  of  their 
hardships.^ 

This  ambitious  soul,  vrith  her  great  dosire  to  make  others  happy, 
changed  many  an  unhapny  hour  with  her'  cheery  smile  and,  thus,  had  little 
difficulty  in  making  friends.  She  also  did  much  to  make  the  home  a 
happy  place.  On  New  Year's  Sve  Adina  persuaded  her  brothers  and  sisters 
to  serenade  their  parents,  and  in  the  morning  she  taught  them  short 
poems,  which  she  sometimes  wrote,  to  greet  their  parents  in  the  Fev;  Year. 

An  eighth  grade  experience,  it  seems  to  me,  characterizes  Adina 
very  distinctly.  As  Adina,  with  her  brothers  rnd  sisters,  was  driving 
home  from  district  school,  their  buggy  somehow  lost  its  balance  and  up- 
set in  the  ditch.  After  some  time,  the  buggy  was  righted  and  they 
slowly  proceeded  on  their  way.  But  when  they  approached  the  intersection, 
Adina,  being  the  oldest  and  feeling  responsible  for  the  group,  got  out 
of  the  buggy  and  cautiously  let  the  horse  around  the  corner.  Again  she 
got  into  the  vehicle  and  very  slowly  urocceded  on  the  wa^’’. 

Thus  we  see  Adina' s ambition,  courage,  tactfulness,  resnonsible- 
ncss,  and  cheerfulness.  It  is  with  these  resources,  which  she  had  built 
up  vdthin  her  as  a child,  that  Adina  faced  life  to  its  fullest  extent, 
and  conquered. 


High  School  Days 

Adina,  from  her  youth,  v;as  very  small.  It  was  due  to  this  that 
she  acquired  a nickname  during  her  teens,  which  she  kept  for  life.  Adina 
and  one  of  her  cousins,  who  vras  much  taller,  were  seon  together  quite 
frequently  in  high  school,  which  caused  peonle  to  remark  that  they  appear- 
ed as  "a  telephone  pole  and  a toothuick. ” "Toothpick”  was  eventually 
changed  to  "Tootsie”,  which  remained  her  nickname.^- 


^Letter;  1.  E.  Flickner,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  January  9,  1945. 
^Ibid. 

3 

Interview:  Family,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 
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Transportation  to  high  school,  for  Adina,  was  her  "feet". 

Almost  every  day  she  walked  to  school,  the  distance  of  three  miles, 
and  back  again.  This  shovrs  her  great  desire  to  be  a success  in  life. 

It  seemed  to  be  absolutely  impossible  for  her  to  "do  nothing".  She 
longed  to  help  other  people  become  happy,  and  she  realized  that  she 
could,  in  some  small  way,  at  least,  do  this.  Thus  she  struggled  with 
her  studies  and  music. 

One  example  of  Adina' s concern  for  humanity  was  the  dream  she 
had  of  building  a concert -hall  in  her  parents'  pasture.  She  wished  that 
people  from  fer  and  near  could  come  to  these  concerts,  which  would  bo 
held  Sunday  nights.  She  considered  this  r better  use  of  time  than  go- 
ing to  pa,rties.^ 

Adina  had  a deep,  genuine  Christian  faith,  v;hich  she  revealed 
in  her  everday  living.  On  June  20,  1920,  she  vras  baptized  and  became 
a member  of  the  }5dcn  Mennonitc  Church  near  Moundridge.  To  this  church 
she  remained  a faithful  member  to  the  end.  Her  continual  absence, 
however,  lessened  her  opportunity  to  serve  her  home  church.  She  w-’s 
truly  a blessing  to  many  churches,  feeling  the  nec-d  of  service  for  m.-.n- 
kind,  end  believing  that  one  should  not  work  only  for  pay.-' 

During  her  high  school  days,  Adina  had  alread;^''  started  to  paint 
pictures.  Pictures  as  "The  Little  Gray  Homo  In  The  Vest",  and  "Ramon-'.", 
won  first  prize  at  the  Moundridge  community  fair.  She  also  gained  re- 
cognition through  her  poetry,  some  os  which  was  published  in  the  Kansa.s 
Teacher. ^ 


.in  incident  in  her  senior  year  characterizes  Adina,  even  in 
later  llfg,  and  brijtgs  out  one  of  her  major  weaknesses,  I believe. 
Unfortunately,  on  the  day  of  the  Juinior-Senior  banquet,  rain  prevented 
Adina' s attending  the  banquet.  This  caused  her  to  become  very  un- 
happy and  she  cried.  Ue  find  that  she  faced  the  weakness  of  crying  in 
her  later  years,  for  she  wrote,  "Wept  a few  bitter  tears,  which  is 
likely  a sign  of  weakness,"  and  "I  "felt  very  blue.  Cried  myself  to 
sleep.  This  book  seems  to  be  a record  of  my  tears. This  shoves  Adina’ s 
emotional  nature,  I believe.  But  her  tears  vrere  in  part  due  to  her 
sympathy  for  other  people. 


1945. 


'Interview:  Sophie  Goering,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  December  26 


■'Interview:  Family,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 


^Ibid. 
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Adina  graduated  from  Moundridge  High  School  on  May  18,  1921. 

As  she  left  those  halls,  Moundridge  loat  a conscientious,  industrious 
girl,  who  had  excelled  in  music  and  also  had  accomplished  much  in  the 
fields  of  art  and  poetry.  Adina  next  entered  Bethel  College  where  she 
continued  her  education. 


College  and  Career 

Adina' s great  interest  in  her  education  and  career  is  cleiirly 
shown  in  the  way  she  chose  career  instead  of  marriage.  Somehow  she 
could  not  let  herself  become  interested  in  the  boys  because  her  career 
stood  in  the  way.^  Her  genuine  interest  in  humanity  and  in  bringing 
happiness  to  the  world,  which  she  believed  she  could  do  through  her 
musical  ability,  was  the  biggest  factor  in  her  mind.  Only  by  working 
hard  toward  this  end  could  she  be  happy.  Thus  it  is  that  she  chose  the 
hard  road  by  which  to  travel  life's  way. 

"As  a college  girl  Adina  was  full  of  fun — ;just  bubbling  over  with 
the  joy  of  living  much  of  the  time."^  Of  course,  Adina  had  her  serious 
moods,  also.  Her  personality  was  outstanding.  She  did  not  need  to  put 
forth  special  effort  to  attract  friends.  She  did  not  even  dress  par- 
ticulary  neatly  or  attractively.  She  just  made  intimate  friends  without 
trying,  it  seemed.  In  college,  Adina  "gave  herself  enthusiastically  to 
her  studies,  her  music,  and  friends." 

After  spending  three  years  at  Bethel  College  and  several  summers 
at  McPherson  College,  she  obtained  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  from 
Bethel  in  May,  1924.  Leaving  college  life,  Adina  entered  upon  a career 
of  teaching.  Attica,  Kansas,  was  her  first  bold  but  successful  attempt 
at  teaching  music.  Here  she  taught  one  year,  and  after  spending  the 
summer  at  Boulder,  Colorado,  she  taught  in  Partridge.  Upon  coming  to 
Partridge  she  found  one  violin  for  the  string  section  of  an  orchestra. 

By  putting  forth  much  effort  and  even  using  guitars  in  the  string  section, 
Adina  started  an  orchestra.  After  teaching  here  for  two  years,  she 
studied,  a year  at  Manhattan  and  was  awarded  a Bachelor  of  Music  Degree. 

The  following  summer  she  spent  three  months  travelling  in  Europe,  Africa, 
and  Palestine.  "The  places  associated  with  the  life  and  world  of  Jesus 
created  in  her  a deep  and  lasting  impression,  which  manifested  itself  in 
the  later  service  of  her  profession."^ 

Upon  her  return  she  again  taught  in  Partridge  for  two  years,  and 
then  she  taught  in  Moundridge  for  three  years.  One  of  her  accomplish- 
ments in  Moundridge  was  thus  described  by  the  local  newspaper,  "The 


Interview:  Peter  V/.  Goering,  A.  C*  Goering  Home,  Moundridge, 

Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 

\ 

better:  Mrs.  Selma  Platt,  Crete,  Nebraska,  January  9,  1945. 

3 

Interview:  Peter  W.  Goering,  pp.  cit. 
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Moundridge  High  School  Orchestra  claims  the  record  of  developing  from 
players  who  knevr  nothing  of  their  instrximents  to  second  -olace  vdnners 
in  the  State  Contest  in  one  year.  Their  instructor  and  organizer,  Adina 
Goering. Adina  next  taught  in  Burden,  Kansas.  In  1935  she  was  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  committee  on  the  selection  of  contest  material 
for  the  all-Kansas  High  School  Music  Competition  and  Festival,  which 
was  held  in  Emporia  the  following  spring. 


After  teaching  at  Sharon,  Kansas,  during  the  years,  1934-1936, 
whe  taught  in  Smolan.  Here  she  found  not  a string  instrument  in  school. 
However,  Adina' s energy  had  not  yet  waned.  Within  a short  time  she  had 
eighteen  violins,  one  viola,  and  one  cello.  At  the  beginning  of  school 
she  had  five  instruments  in  her  orchestra,  but  before  the  close  of  school 
she  had  thirty-five.  In  fact,  they  received  the  cup  at  the  Invitational 
Tournament  at  Kansas  Wesleyan.^ 


In  the  meantime  Adina  had  attended  summer  sessions  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  and  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary.  During  the 
terms  of  1937  and  1938  she  attended  Northwestern  University  of  Evanston, 
Illinois,  and  received  a degree  of  Master  of  Music.  The  Thesis  which 
was  required  for  this  degree  was  entitled,  "The  Integration  of  Personal- 
ity Through  Music  and  Related  Arts." 


From  Northwestern  Adina  went  to  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  where  she 
was  the  Music  Supervisor  for  the  Portage  and  Richland  Training  Schools 
of  Western  Michigan  College.  Here  she  taught  for  fo\ir  years.  During 
her  stay  in  Kalamazoo,  she  very  faithfully  vrent  to  Interlockin,  Michigan, 
each  spring  to  attend  the  National  Music  Camp.  Adina' s greatest  dif- 
ficulty in  Kalamazoo  was  the  emphasis  upon  patriotic  songs  which  the 
other  faculty  members  and  the  students  favored  after  the  war  had  broken 
out.  She  hated  war  and  all  that  went  with  it.  Thus  there  v^as  a clash. ^ 


Her  hatred  of  war  I can  verify  by  a personal  experience.  When 
I started  to  take  lessons  from  her,  I was  practicing  "March  Militaire," 
and  she  asked  me  to  drop  it  because  of  the  war  spirit  it  contained. 

This  was  at  the  same  t.ime  that  she  taught  at  Kalamazoo.  Adina  was  an 
ardent  monber  of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  Her  interest  in  this 
fellowship  was  even  greater  after  war  had  broken  out. 

All  this  time  Adina,  »ven  though  away  from  home  most  of  the  time, 
was  deeply  attached  to  her  parents  and  hc»ne.  In  1941  when  her  brother 


^Clipping  from  Scrapbook. 

^Ibid. 

Interview:  Family,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 
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was  about  to  leave  for  camp  she  called  him  and  then  took  the  Strato-lincr 
home  to  see  him  before  he  left.^  Her  devotion  to  her  family  can  also  be 
seen  in  part  by  these  words  from  her  diary,  "Sleep  with  Mother  and  talk 
until  18: COVE'S  V/hen  at  home,  Adina  showed  her  devotion  to  her  mother  and 
others  by  insisting  unon  doing  the  hard  work  ajid  u-^on  their  doing  the 
lighter  work  or  upon  their  resting. 3 

Another  of  Adina' s weaknesses  w?>s  her  inability  to  say  "no". 
Often,  especially  during  Christmas  vacation,  she  was  asked  to  sing  at 
various  places.  In  snite  of  the  fact  that  she  was  already  hoarse,  she 
would  agree  to  sing.^ 

Her  outstanding  fault  might  be  that  she  was  too  impulsive  and 
impatient.  In  v^hatever  she  attempted  she  wanted  perfection  and  she 
was  very  impatient — almost  to  the  point  of  losing  her  temper — when 
physical  conditions  over  v;hich  she  had  no  control  prevented  or  de- 
layed her  in  her  attempts  to  reach  perfection.^ 

Adina  sometimes  caused  friction  between  faculty  members,  because  she 
spent  time  with  her  students  when  they  should  have  been  preparing  for 
other  class  work.® 

These  traits,  which  might  he  called  weaknesses,  show  Adina' s 
genuine  interest  in  music  and  in  humanity.  She  did  well  what  she  did 
at  all.  Her  sincere  desire  was  to  reach  the  highest  possible,  and  she 
meant  to  help  others  reach  this  noint,  also.  She  was  greatly  concerned 
about  humanity  as  a whole  and  she  did  all  she  could  to  make  peonle  happy. 
Perhaps,  at  times,  she  did  not  realise  her  limitations. 

Adina  excelled  in  -claying  the  violin,  coronet,  aid  the  -oiano. 

She  enjoyed,  especially,  to  direct  the  orchestra  and  chorus.  Her  at- 
titude as  a whole  toward  teaching  can  be  seen  in  her  o\*n  words,  some 


1944. 


Interview:  PamiDy,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 

^iurve. 

3 

Interview:  Adina* s Mother,  Moxindridge,  Kansas.  December  26, 


1944. 


Interview:  Sophie  G-oering,  Moundridge,  Kansas.  December  86, 


1945. 


Letter:  Miss  Naomi  Garner,  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  January.,Qy 


Letter:  Mr.  E.  E.  Flickner,  Moundridge,  Kansas.  January  9, 


1945. 
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of  f grades.  Poodles'  Grades.'.' 

a^^o  f Hieroglyphics  mean  just  as  much.  Certainly  they 

of  test!  students'  knowledge.  "1  And,  "Such  a mess 

fLt  t!^v  i cheat  anyway,  whft's  the  use.'  Worked  hard  and 

onf  answers  Abominal  spelling.'  Have  I taught  them 

one  solitary  thing?"  A day  later  she  writes,  "Tests  are  over.'  Am  I 
h^ppy  over  that.  Caught  Norman  pass  a piece  of  paper.  He  came  to  me 
to  apologize.  Maybe  he  spoke  the  truth.  Guess  I'll  keep  it  here.  No 
use  going  to  the  office  with  that.  Kids  are  not  essentially  bad. "2 

Her  Death 

On  June  12,  1942,  the  day  after  school  closed,  Adina,  after 

inr^o^w^r^^’  sister,  "I  am  going  to  finish  all  my  pack- 

ng  so  that  I can  go  to  Goshen  (Indiana)  this  afternoon."  But  she  did 

^ go.  he  presence  of  abdominal  pains  caused  her  to  consult  a physi- 

^ operation  the  next  morniL. 

She  had  two  tumors  and  the  appendix  removed.  Prom  this  she  seemed  slow- 

fL!L  jovial  nature  seemed  to  return.  However, 

father  complications  set  in,  and  she  submitted  to  another  operation, 

stiengtL^^^^^  weakened  her.  Prom  this  she  never  regained  her  physical 

•Ma,  these  last  days,  Adina,  as  always,  tried  to  appear  hanpy. 

ever  did  she  complain,  but  always  with  a smile  she  snoke.  She  re- 

every  act  of  service  done  for  her.  even  during 

L Monday  morning,  June  22,  at  3:50  that  Adina 

breathed  her  last. 

inx.  thoroughly  Christ-like  personality  was.  inded.  outstand- 

I t a Christian  life  as  she  believed  it  ought  to  be  lived. 

1 do  not  think  Adina  was  perfect,  but  she  was  as  near  nerfection  as  a 
hum^  could  be.  4 Adina  strove  to  grow  spiritually.  "Her  interest  in 
tn  fv.1  interest  in  what  she  thought  vras  ethically  right,  led 

0 the  Relief  that  music  has  a definite  place  in  the  life  of  the  in- 

church. '5  Words,  such  as  we  find  in  her  diary,  I believe, 
characterize  her  sniritual  life.  She  stayed  home  from  church  one  Sund^ 

"Everybod^r  in  church  'cept  Dad  and  me.  Dad  is 
tav!  ^ ^ all  l>y  myself.  No  noise  to  disturb  my  thinking.  Must 

ake  time  to  pray.  Other  similar  passages  can  be  found  throughout 


Diary. 


Idem. 


Interview:  Pamily,  Moundridge,  Kansas,  December  26,  1944. 

"better:  Naomi  Garner,  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  January  8,  1945. 

Kansas.  D^cL'bl^^S.  lllT,  Moundridge. 
^Diarv. 
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Adina's  noble  aim  in  life  is  clearly  stated  in  the  ’’statement" 
of  her  Thesis,  where  she  writes: 

In  this  dissertation,  I concern  myself  not  so  much  with  forms 
and  patterns  of  music,  as  with  the  connection  music  has  in  the 
process  of  hioman  development.  I search  to  find  a way  in  which, 
through  music,  I can  help  integr:^te  the  personality.  It  is  a sense 
of  belonging,  a "togetherness",  and  the  mutual  growth,  mutual  mean- 
ing, and  mutual  control,  of  which  Dr.  Henry  Nelson  Wieman  often 
speaks,  that  I want  to  find  the  nlace  of  music  in  the  education  of 
youth. 

Every  living  organism  develops  a system  of  connection  with 
its  enviroment  which  constitutes  a system  of  li:^e.  That  connection 
becomes  more  complex  in  the  human  organism,  and  with  that  complex- 
ity comes  the  need  for  analysis  and  sound  reason.  We  have  heard  and 
read  much  of  individual  differences,  which  I consider  a "miracle" 
of  nature,  but  in  the  ultimate  we  all  have  common  purposes,  all 
strive  for  beauty,  truth,  goodness,  all  hope  that  by  service  in  life 
toward  a common  goal,  we  can  elevate  the  plAne  of  human  living. 

That  is  my  purpose  in  teaching  music.  I owe  the  best  I have  and 
know  to  youth,  the  best  anybody  has  or  knows.  I believe  in  thorough- 
ness in  the  teaching  of  music  from  the  details  of  time  and  tone  to 
the  finest  discrimination  of  dynamics  possible,  but  I want  to  feel 
my  worth  as  a music  teacher  to  extend  into  the  greater  realities 
operating  in  the  process  of  human  living.^ 

A certain  Mrs.  C.  told  Adina,  "I  believe  my  boys  have  become 
better  boys  because  they  played  in  the  orchestra."  A^ina  says  in 
answer ; 


What  Mrs.  C.  said  to  me  is  worth  more  than  all  the  cups  and 
plaques  I have  ever  helped  to  vrin,  and  there  are  many,  but  I like 
to  feel  that  they  represent  all  that  was  said  to  me  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  before  the  contest.  If  in  my  teaching  I have  molded 
and  shaped  character,  the  silver  cup  becomes  a s;/mbol  not  only  of 
fine  art,  but  also  of  noble  effort,  of  patience,  of  perseverence, 
of  sjnnpathy,  and  of  love.  ^ 

"I  have  often  wondered  whether  Adina's  early  death  was  not  in 
a sense  one  of  our  war  tragedies.  She  must  have  been  very  sensitive  to 
the  chaotic  state  of  society.  My  theory  is  that  her  soul  was  too  sen- 


^Thesis. 

^Ibid. 
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sl^ive  to  thf  sorro’*'  n olrp  of  t'^lF  oJie.otlc,  cruel  world;  t’oeroforo 


1"  ”'’’  u?  - nn  ttrly  Thopo  o * 

brr  r.ueio.  But  the  flv)iritufil 
e<?.  fort!’  ecunr'le-sfily  frow  her  enul  v e 


•jp  w’-'o  Irne'"  Ad^ny  vill  ' l'*:»yo 
qu-ility  of  th'’  i ueic  'c'\  r-o-’r- 

b"i’  r-vecto''t  &ttrtnr.i:  nt,  "1 


Adina  '^1'^  rot  renll...  die,  Jler  bro’-''*  eyoe  "tl'  d rk  oi-r’-'r  h=  ir 
c?  ' no  lon.-er  ce  seen,  It  ie  true,  but  erile,  hor  c'"r- 

^’etic  soul,  her  unffiil^r'  cou'"^/-;c,  ^cr  u-’erUTis'"  efforts,  h-’r  e’'"2cre 
d''«'.'o  to  li!' Ir.'^  otbora  brr.-^y,  !’.cr  klrdness,  her  t’’ou  htfulrepp,  ; md  her 
’ olo v'?.r>C5  ’*'il!l  f or?.'’^'^r  live  on--'’n  t’:'*  llvt-e  of  ’'o  iTiooy  r.ro  'l''  ‘-I'.*;  io- 
f iurnc' ■:*  to  c‘'co';e  .'reo.trr  kouIs. 


X f 4 


Pi :.ry ; Mice  Cof^r^.n?:,  1933.  In  rocsp.sr.lori  o’"  Hiss  Soo'^ie  foerl.nf, 

’.'.oundrld.;-?,  Kro'^r  e. 

intervi r,-':  7--'rllv,  a.  C.  Oosrfn*’  Fowo,  i ou,n'‘’ri'h'rs,  K nsue,  Deco;r.ber 

1944,  Henhers  of  fer'ily  •orecort  >'0.  e the  oar''nts,  Mr.  r^n'  Mrs. 
A.  C,  Ooerlnr,  tvo  brothers,  Orlo  rnd  i?ev.  Petrr  hf. , {?.ud  a 
sister,  Sophie. 

L^t Miss  JToonl  G.orncr,  Tlutchinson,  lansos,  Janri«,r, • 8,  1 9'i.j.  lies 
&rraor  irae  t verjr  close  frleiui  of  Adiat,  To,iether  they  tourht 
and  roomed  in  }’artrid.-;c,  Kanses,  for  t’-’o  years. 

Mrs.  Selna  ristt,  Crete,  l^ebrasku,  J':nuory  9,  1945.  Mrs.  I-lettp 
•' nd  Adlna  y'-~vc-  friends  dur-'n  their  collev'';  f?-'’,ys  and  ’ ct  a^rai.i, 
to  continu'’  t.hsir  frlendrhir),  ir  th<^lr  tesc’^lof  rrofeeslon. 

?^tr.  S.  7,.  Flickner,  Meundrid^s,  Koii'-is,  January  19<r;3.  Mr. 
71ickicr  ’’9s'?n  unci'  and  -;r.:-dc  si^'ocl  !;e.chfr  of  Avln:'.. 

Serr. : Book;  kiss  -vdlni  Goerin,^,  in  ''»os''ec8j  on  of  Miss  So  :’.ie  Coerin?-. 

This  is  made  'jp^,  nainl  , of  nc’ soaner'  cli’o-oinrs  of  interest  ir. 
.•idina*  s cererr. 

Thesie t "The  Irte,'’;r  tie]-  of  fersoncOity  T^rou/h  Music  and  delated  .irts", 
; Iss  Adips  '.-ocrln-,  In  1938,  in  orrti'»l  fulf illnert.  o''  ihe  ro- 
qulrer.ent  for  t.be  deTree  of  M'S  Tf  ('■'  1**31.'  in  Forth'*- ct err  I’rd- 
vsreity,  ^vyneton,  II*  inois. 
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AT'J'TIVOIX 


Kugj.g  Poetry 

Ar’in;=  {ft  Vnn’-'n  e?  a "uslfi^rn  breause  ?’•’.?  b s done  ber  ^reetest 
service  throu^’i  h<'r  -iiusical.  ab*l**,y  ard  contr'*butlon.  Ho’-'evdr,  sbe  has 
ether  ■ cco^i’'l  J «^‘ipnts  'oy  ?be  hr.e  s'rv^t'  . Cjie  of  thcee  i?  her 

voQl.ry,  Sonc  Ad^ne's  w;?ic  are  -nftetry,  wbic’*  is  ebar' «t«xi etic  of  ' 
'.jr.r  been  ■nl' end  ' »■  tbip.  ?’""pnc'i7 » 

-.’i.(liiTf  corr'OFed  t'-'O  »•»  1 eLwiberg,  vh"^  c’’  ere  " ?'.e '»ur <r " , l ’'ir 'i 

yj-LioeT,  !jru^  *Bebold  iJa,  lord.*’  She  ’»rote  bot'"'  e^o'^vla  and  I'lisic  to  tbs 
litter,  Mbf  gb  Mr.-?  »nn.-’  at  h^-r  fx.ierel.  Tho  sire  Rf-  follo’-'c-: 

Beh.old  ITe,  Lord 

**ri.old  UP,  Lovd,  a little  soace  fron  dr'll;/  taeks  set  free, 

/*fic  net  ’•'Ithin  thy  helj*  '"lace  to  rest  r v.»h*lc  ■•'ith  thee, 
arourd  rolls  the  ceafelesp  tirV:  of  bueinpee,  tcil,  an^  c ra: 
And  scarcely  con  o’*  turn  aside  for  c*^r  br^ef  ’Tur  of  'Teycr. 

ndi’^a's  roetry  dog«rves  reccTitior  here,  ; lso.  I <-'il  -’ncluc'-e 
her  ^ cr...y  t'^o  of  ^ct  nr;'y.  The  ■^oer,  "The  Cro’^r  On  "or  TTcad,"  >r  ? 'rb- 
in  the  Kt-.n^^s  Tegcher  in  •‘inrll,  ir*37.  She  ’Tote,  "C-ive  i e iy 
. r ck  Turd",  •'‘'i.le  or  her  trio  t©  T.xxrcn^c, 

The  Cr<r»n  On  I y Tend 

I snt  in  r:,y  throne  ’?ith  a cro*-m  on  iny  head-- 
The  throne  of  Reflection  and  Tbourht, 

The  cro’*n  of  my  labors,  the  .»'00d  end  the  bad, 
iind  R scene  of  the  doy*s  n-'^st  I wrou,~ht. 

"I  rose  fairly  early  this  mornin'’,  "I  sai'*, 

Soliloqulsin.*:  in  eelf-esteer., 

"But  I n'ssef  a pood  chance  to  heln  lift  a load 
’lien  a s'  ile  I falle?’  to  let  bean. 

”l  rorjei'berrd  to  sneak  to  the  little  child  on  the  i-r  y, 

Jut  I failed  to  be  brave  v*^en  I sa'-' 

Tho-t  bi/^,  fat  bully  vrho  chanced  to  stray, 

^*’ioloted  a liberty  lev, 

"I  said  nothin"  to  h*m  vhen  I sav  that  he  etenued 
Cruelly  on  her  rud  nies  in  her  yard; 
iV  stirport  for  her  ri  »«t8  dis.^Tacefnlly  slert: 

'*0  vronder  v.y  crovr  »*»as  not  st erred. 

"I  i eel  that  I h?ven*t  neld  quite  r’’'  just  '^’ues 
3*or  *he  t”enty-four  hours  piv*n  r.-.r, 

*■  y eers  voro  not  o"sn  to  ell  of  th<--  cues 
Tor  i'’’  eyes  *‘o  all  I could  see." 
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And  I felt  much  too  email  for  the  crown  I had  placed 
By  my  self-uraise  on  ton  of  my  h«ad» 

And  I saw  It  had  ellnped  ttl^  the  facts  I had  faced# 
*’I  must  grow  In  my  Vflsdomi'*,  1 said. 

Give  Me  My  Cr^rn  Back  Yard. 

There’s  loads  of  wealth  in  -nalaces 
Which  men  with  weapons  «-uard, 

But  castles  grand  to  me  are  less 
Than  is  ray  own  back  yard. 

There's  forms  in  alabaster  cut 
Of  men  in  history  starred. 

They've  temnles  and  museums,  but 
Give  me  my  ovm  back  yard. 

There’s  mountains,  deserts,  lakes,  and  streams, 
Broadway,  and  boulevard: 

There’s  marlle  mosque,  but  still  I dream. 

Give  me  my  own  bade  yard. 

They’ve  found  the  tontb  of  Old  King  Tat, 

His  golden  case  is  barred* 

I want  no  gold  of  monarchs,  but 
Give  me  my  own  bade  yard* 
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BSaPTIE  XVI- 


CAT^I'rPl  LO’Tx  KOPP^S;  A K.\1T'^A!5  PIO^tt^ 
Preface 


A family  history  is  an  irreplaceable  book  of  information,  not  only 
because  of  its  importance  to  the  immediate  family,  but  because  of  its 
value  in  /determining  life  of  an  earlier  age — the  historical  value.  With 
this  in  min/d  you  will  be  able  to  realize  the  purpose  in  the  organization 
of  such  a story. 

Catherine  Loux  Koppes,  my  gran-dmother , was  from  a Pennsylvania 
Putch  community.  However,  this  was  not  a typical  community.  In  rea/ding 
"Tillie:  A Mennonite  Mai/^"  by  Helen  Heinensny/der  Martin,  you  will  probably 

believe  that  some  of  the  inci/dents  or  Tjerhaps  the  entire  book  is  an  ex- 
aggeration, that  such  cruelty  coul/d  never  be  exnerience/d  in  actual  life. 
However,  my  gran/dmother  who  v'as  reare/d  in  a similar  community  confirrae/d 
all  these  experiences,  for  she  livefl  a life  very  similar  to  ”Tillie’s.” 

I woul«1  like  to  thank  those  persons  who  contribute/d  infoarmation  to 
this  biography,  for  I know  they  spent  much  time  in  looking  up  past  recor/ds. 


Ancestry 


Eight  generations  ago  three  young  men  turne/d  their  backs  to  the 
only  lan/^  known  to  them  an/^  their  parents  to  seek  a happier  life  in  a new 
worl/1.  Like  most  of  the  people  v^io  left  Europe,  they  sought  religious 
free/lom  an/^  the  opportunities  of  buil/ding  a nev/  home  an-d  starting  life 
anew.  These  young  men  were  the  Rickert  brothers  from  Vmrttemberg,  O-ermany. 

Upon  their  arrival  in  America  they  /discovere/1  to  their  /dismay  that 
the  expense  of  the  trip  was  too  great.  As  a result,  one  of  the  brothers 
was  sol/d  to  a wealthy  la/dy  in  or/^er  that  the  cost  of  transportation  coi:J(d 
be  met.  This  situation  causefl  a separation  between  them,  an/d  soon  all 
trace  of  the  servant  brother  was  lost. 

As  each  generation  was  born,  there  was  a /dominating  vocation  which 
each  seeme/d  to  follow,  that  of  the  ministry  an/d  agriculture  corabine/d.  Be- 
cause ministers  were  not  pai/d  in  those  /days,  it  was  necessary  that  another 
vocation  be  followe/d  in  a/d/dition  to  preaching  the  Wor/d  of  Go/d. 

Catherine's  father's  parents  were  formerly  from  Cana/da.  Her 
father,  Enos  P.  Loux^  was  the  secon/d  minister  of  the  Deep  Run  Mennonite 
Church  in  Dublin,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  which  is  about  thirty  miles 
from  Phila/delnhia.  In  a/d/dition  to  being  a pastor  he  was  also  a miller  by 


1 


Born  June  20,  1819.  am/d  /diefl  December  6,  1895* 
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trafle.  In  May  of  1??60,  he  was  co-representative  an^  trave]  ing  conipanion 
of  the  Reveren(^  John  H.  Oherholtzer,  who  represente*^  Pennsylvania  at  the 
Iowa  Meeting  in  which  the  General  Conference  of  the  Mennonite  Church  of 
North  America  vras  formec^. 

’iHien  his  wife^  *^ier^,  the  children  were  scattere<^.  After  this 
trage<^y,  he  withdrew  from  the  ministry.  Later  he  marrie<^  again. 


Chilr>hoo(^ 

It  was  the  /^aT^ming  of  the  new  year  of  1^51*  when  Catherine  IiOux 
was  horn.  She  was  the  next  to  the  youngest  in  the  family  of  seven  chil- 
r^ren,^  four  hoys  anr’  three  girls. 

When  Catherine  was  seven  years  ol<^  her  mother  fliei^.  None  of  the 
chilriren  received  any  of  her  possessions,  for  everything  was  given  to  the 
stepmother.  The  chil<^ren  were  separateil  anfl.  scatters)^,  Catherine  being 
"hounc^  out"  to  her  uncle's  family.  Here  she  ha<^  to  he  content  until  she 
was  eighteen  years  olfl,  when  she  was  permitte-^  to  leave.  The  last  several 
years  that  she  stayeil  at  her  uncle's,  \vhen  she  was  fifteen  to  eighteen,  she 
was  compellef^  to  work  si»ie  hy  sifle  with  the  men  in  the  hay  anr^  the  harvest 
fielf^s.  As  her  rewar<^  for  all  of  her  labors  ani^  years  of  work,  she  re- 
ceived her  hoard,  room,  and  clothes.  The  clothes  were  made  of  home-spun 
material.  When  a child,  she  wre  dresses  made  with  deep  tucks,  in  order 
that  the  dresses  couI.d  he  enlarged  as  her  growth  required. 

The  comm-unity  in  which  she  lived  was  Pennsylvania  Dutch.  However, 
this  was  not  a tjnoical  community.  Most  of  the  older  residents  had  never 
been  outside  of  Bucks  County.  The  community  was  very  religious  and  felt 
that  any  new  or  modern  ideas  were  taboo,  As  an  illustration,  they  believed 
the  locomotive  was  an  invention  of  the  "evil  one." 

Occasionally  during  her  childhood,  Catherine  met  some  of  her  re- 
lation. Though  New  York  \*as  not  far  off,  traveling  conveniences  restrict- 
ed visits  to  only  a few.  The  Roots,  some  of  her  closest  relatives  there, 
frequently  came  to  Pennsylvania.  On  these  occasions,  Catherine  and  her 
friends  played  with  Rlihu  Root^,  and  like  most  children  they  disliked  to 


^Anna  Rickert  Loux. 
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Issac,  Peter,  Amanda,  Menno,  David,  Minerva,  and  Catherine. 

Menno  and  David  died  when  they  were  young. 

^Ulihu  Root  became  a teacher,  lawyer,  the  District  Attorney  for 
Southern  District  of  New  York,  Secretary  of  War  under  McKinley,  Secretary 
of  State  under  Roosevelt,  and  a Dnited  States  Senator.  In  1912,  he  was 
awarded  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  recognition  of  his  services  in  behalf  of 
peace  and  arbitration. 
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call  anyone  by  their  first  name  if  they  coul(^  think  of  one  they  liker» 
better.  So  Elihu  was  nicknameil  "51ee”,  a name  he  thorough?.y  (’eteste^^. 

Catherine  always  seemed  very  healthy.  Hovrever,  when  she  was  a 
chilfl,  fliptheria  broke  out  in  her  uncle's  family,  an/’  several  of  the  child- 
ren succumbed  to  the  disease.  Catherine  also  contracted  it  and  her  throat 
was  biirned  with  caustic,  the  accepted  method  of  combatting  the  -’isease  in 
those  days.  She  recovered,  though  the  odds  had  been  against  her,  for  she 
could  be  given  little  care  and  attention.  Again  she  enjoyed  good  health 
until  in  her  late  teens,  she  contracted  measles  v/hich  went  inward  and 
threatened  her  with  tuberculosis.  The  doctor  who  treated  her  had  given 
her  little  chance  of  recovery,  but  she  rallied  and  completely  recovered. 

Catherine  was  ambitious  and  tried  to  earn  a little  money.  She 
washed  bandages,  at  the  price  of  a penny  a bandage,  for  a wounded  Civil 
War  veteran.  Her  uncle  a rather  wealthy  man,  had  paid  him  to  fight  in  his 
stead,  since  this  was  the  custom.  During  the  battle,  he  was  wounded  in 
the  knee.  This  injury  never  seemed  to  heal.  VTien  he  returned,  Catherine's 
uncle  was  required  to  attend  him.  As  a servant,  she  was  to  take  care  of 
him.  With  the  pennies  she  saved,  she  bought  some' blackberry  bushes.  V.Tien 
they  bore  fruit,  she  picked  the  berries  and  sent  them  to  market  at 
Philadelphia  with  her  uncle.  After  he  sold  the  fruit  and  returned  home, 
he  kept  the  money,  not  giving  Catherine  even  a fraction  of  it.  After  this 
exoerience,  she  uprooted  the  bushes,  and  with  determination  decided  that 
if  she  could  not  receive  the  benefit  of  them  her  cruel  uncle  would  not 
benefit  either. 

Her  uncle  was  a strict  man  and  was  feared  by  his  servants  and 
children.  One  day  when  the  family  had  gone  to  toi^m  leaving  Catherine  at 
home,  she  took  some  bread,  spread  butter  upon  it,  also  some  syrup.  How- 
ever, she  was  seen  eating  this  food,  and  when  her  uncle  returned,  he  beat 
her  severly.  At  this  time  syrup  vras  an  "extra- special"  treat.  It  was 
served  when  company  came,  but  was  always  removed  from  the  table  before  the 
children  were  permitted  to  eat. 

Though  her  uncle  was  cruel  to  her,  her  aunt  was  xmderstanding  and 
helped  her  keep  a cheerful  outlook  on  life  throughout  those  hard  years. 
Catherine  did  not  accept  rebuffs  lying  down,  but  met  them  squarely  as  the 
berry  incident  illustrates. 

Another  unforgetable  character  in  her  experience  was  "Blind  Tom," 
an  old  negro.  He  was  a very  gentle  man,  and  was  always  surrounded  with 
children.  His  'descriptive  tales  of  the  Civil  War  were  of  great  interest 
to  all  of  his  young  listeners. 

Catherine  had  very  little  schooling,  for  the  schooling  offei"ed  v;as 
limited.  Regular  attendance  was  practically  unknown  because  there  was  al- 
v/aj/’s  work  to  be  done  at  home.  School  was  held  during  the  winter  months 
after  the  harvest  was  in.  Though  she  was  deprived  of  schooling  except 
that  of  the  lower  grades,  she  i<ra.s  not  discouraged,  but  kept  her  mind  alert 
so  that  people  that  knew  her  in  later  life  never  guessed  her  limited 
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opportunities.  *^he  enjoyei^  reading  an/»  keeping  up  with  current  events. 
Community  singing  was  one  of  the  means  of  entertainment.  ?^he  couli^  in- 
terpret the  shape/’  notes  in  which  all  music  they  use*’  was  then  written. 

Her  interests  also  lay  in  flowers  an/’  trees. 

’./hen  Catherine  was  eighteen,  she  receive/’  a new  /’ress,  hat,  an/’ 
shawl.  It  was  now  that  her  ol<’er  brother  ”Ike,"  v/ho  was  always  interests/’ 
in  her,  took  her  with  him  to  Wa/’sworth,  Ohio.  An  engineer,  he  ma/’e  blue- 
prints for  the  Ohio  ?^atch  b’orks  at  Vfa'’svrorth. 


Life  in  Kansas 

\/hen  in  Ua/’sworth,  she  net  Daniel  Oei singer  Koppes*  an^’  they  were 
marrie/’  on  July  10,  1875-  Daniel  was  reare/*  on  a farm,  an/’  his  tra-’e  was 
a cabinet  maker  an/’  a carriage  painter.  He  was  from  a family  of  four 
chil/’ren.  Daniel  v;as  a kin/’,  gentle  man,  an/’  ha’  many  frien/’s.  His  out- 
stan/’ing  hobby  was  working  With  woo/’. 

With  the  passing  of  several  years,  Dfmiel's  health  broke,  so  he 
an/’  Catherine  ’eci’e/’  to  move  West.  The  peonle  in  Ohio  thought  it  terrible 
for  them  to  move  such  a great  /’istance  away  into  a strange  country/-,  for 
neople  thought  they  woul/’  surely  starve  to  /’eath  in  Kansas.  But  Catherine 
an’  Daniel  were  ’etermine’.  Daniel  followe’  the  railroa/’  to  the  en/’  of  the 
line  /’uring  the  time  when  the  railroa./’  was  offering  special  rates  in  or/’er 
that  the  line  coul’  be  exten/’e/’  to  DO'^ge  City.  The  following  year  they 
packe’  their  supplies  an/’  with  their  two  chil/’ren,  Olivia  an/’  liHno,  c^e 
to  Kansas.  They  settle/’  at  the  small  tra’ing  post  of  Fewton,  Kansas, 

/’uring  the  time  their  house  was  being  erecte/’  on  the  newly  purchase/’  farm^ 
north  of  Fewton  which  later  became  the  cite  of  Bethel  College  an/’  campus. 
When  they  settle/’  here  the  homestea/’  was  barren  of  trees.  Together  they 
plante’  cottonwoo/’  trees  from  the  cuttings  of  cotton\\roo/’s  along  San/’ 

Creek. ^ They  also  plante/’  a little  grove  on  the  banks  of  the  Ki.’ron  which 
was  use/’  in  the  early  years  of  the  Bethel  College  Church  as  a picnic 
groun/’ . 


Catherine  an/’  Daniel  owne’  a team  of  oxen  name/’  Buck  an/’  Bright 
with  which  they  broke  the  so’  an-’  reane.’  the  harvest.  When  they  first 
settle’  in  their  new  home,  they  atten’e’  the  Zimmer’ale  Church;  but  when 
the  Bethel  College  Church  Was  organize’,  they  became  charter  members. 


The  house  was  locate’  on  West  Seventh  Street  where  the  Junior 
High  School  now  stan’s.  During  their  first  winter  there  weT*e  only  corn 
stalks  to  burn  for  fuel. 
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The  farm  wa«  nurchase’  from  the  Santa  Be  Railroa’  at  fifteen 
’ollars  an  acre. 


^The  creek  that  flows  through  Newton,  Kansas. 
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After  her  father  died  in  1895,  Catherine  received  eight;/-  dollars 
as  her  share  of  her  father's  estate,  vdiich  she  invested  in  new  furnishings 
for  their  home. 

She  kept  in  contact  v/ith  her  brothers  and  sisters  through  her 
brother  "Ike,”  for  she  was  alii/ays  interested  in  hearing  news  from  them. 

Catherine's  friends  were  many  of  the  earlv  settlers  in  central 
Kensas.  The  Fretzes,  who  were  Daniel's  relatives,  v/ere  the  only  people  he 
knew  when  they  came  to  Kansas.  John  Fretz  worked  for  Daniel  during  their 
first  year  in  Kansas. 

Catherine  lived  her  religion,  the  Odlden’Rule,  and  v/as  often  heard 
singing  the  old  hjonns  "Blessed  Assurance,".  "Hock  of  Ages,"  and  "Blest  Be 
the  Tie  that  Binds."  Religion  was  a vital  part  of  her  life.  I^ien  siie  was 
yet  in  Ohio,  she  became  ai-zare  of  answered  prayer  tlirou^  the  life  of  her 
marrie»^  sister  who  '^iei’  of  tuberculosis,  lifhen  her  sister  was  tolr!  that 
she  coulfl  not  recover,  her  concern  was  for  her  two  chili^ren;  she  saw  both 
chilr^ren  taken  by  '’eath  before  she  was  calle<^.  There  were  three  funerals 
within  seven  weeks,  an-’  each  person  i^ie^^  of  a 'different  disease.  Later  in 
her  own  life,  when  her  o\^nl  chil/^ren  were  small,  Catherine  foun<^  help  in 
Go(^.  Davi-’  was  suffering  from  cancer  an-*  all  hope  of  his  recovery  was  lost. 
As  Catherine  was  going  up  the  steps  to  the  'doctor's  office,  she  praye<^  that 
his  life  mi^t  be  spare<^  until  the  chil/»ren  were  larger.  By  the  time  she 
reache<^  the  <^oor,  there  was  a loa'®  lifter^  from  her  heart.  an<»  Daniel  live<^ 
until  the  youngest  chil<1  ha<^  passed  his  majority. 

In  Kansas,  she  was  ever  in  goor^  health.  'Catherine  was  a stocky 
woman,  sixty-fo-ur  inches  tall  an<^  weighing  arovin^^  one  h-un^^rei^  an<^  eighty 
poun<^s.  She  ha4  brown  hair,  but  at  thirty-five,  her  hair  ha/^  turnei^  gray. 
Perhaps  this  was  ««ue  to  the  strain  during  her  stay  at  her  uncle's  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Seven  chil^^ren  were- also  her  great  blessing,  three  boys  an<^  four 
girls,  Elno,  Olivia,  Ttoyi^ , Lenora,  Daisy,  Atlee,  an*’  Jessie.^  Catherine 
always  wante*’  her  chil»^ren  to  have  an  e'^ucation  an^’  musical  training. 

Some  of  her  outstani^ing  principles  were  "Bring  up  your  children  like  other 
people;  /^on't  try  to  make  them  outstan<*ing. " Also,  "Make  your  chil^^ren 
earn  their  money. 

She  was  always  generous.  ITo  one  v^as  ever  refusei^  foo<^  or  shelter. 

It  seerae-1  as  if  the  house  was  never  id-thout  company.  '/?hen  a boar<^  of  fli- 
rectors  meeting  of  the  Bethel  College  Church  was  hel/’,  people  came  by 
hor«e  an/*  buggy  to  the  college  an**  woul/*  suen/^  the  night  here  an/*  ret-urn 
home  the  next  /^ay.  At  the  time  of  communion  the  same  situation  was  repeat- 
e/*.  People  from  Mo'un'*ri'*ge  came  to  Newton  to  tra/*e  every  Satur/^ay.  Bach 


Loy-*  an/*  Jessie  -’le-*  when  very  young,  Blno  /*ie(*  after  they  ha-* 
move-*  to  Kansas. 
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noon  they  woul(^  stop  here  for  ^’Inner  an'’  to  fee*’  their  horses.  This  ia  a 
t^noical  illustration  of  her  generouaity  an-’  kin-’ness. 

As  years  went  by,  her  chil-’ren  gra-’ually  grew  up  an-’  marrie-^.  At 
seventy-five  she  walke-’  a (’i stance  of  three  miles  to  Bethel  Ho'^nital  to 
welcome  her  name  sake  an-’  ma-’e  the  return  trin.  She  care-’  for  her  flov-ers, 
gar-’en,  chickens  an-’  her  home  \ontil  she  was  stricken  with  Car-’iac  Asthma 
-’uring  her  last  year  of  life.  As  she  ha-’  face-’  life  with  faith  an-’  courage 
so  she  also  welcome-’  her  final  call. 
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APP^IT)IX 


Here  is  a poem  '"e’^icate-’  to  the  early  pioneers.  The  poet's 
father  was  also  one  of  these  early  pioneers. 

"He  was  a pioneer"^ 

He  came  to  the  West  when  the  lan^  was  yoiing, 

'»nien  the  prairies  sky  line  was  far  flung.  • 

An-s  there  was  a glint  in  the  western  sky. 

That  urge-’  one  on  to  '^o  or  ^ie. 

Then  prou-’ly  he  earth's  flowere-*  ’vay, 

For  he  was  a conquerer  come  to  stay. 

An^  the  lure  of  the  prairie  bran-Te/’  his  soul 
For  ever  an-’  aye — "The  West"  was  his  goal. 

An-*  whether  she  love<^  him — in  her  varie-’  moo-’ 

’Thin  or  caress  him — she  still  gave  him  foo^. 

An^  winter  or  summer — tho  her  win-’s  blow, 

Never  he  stotnoe'* — or  his  hea^  bowe-’  low. 

'Then  she  trie-*  to  -defeat  his  purpose  or  nlan. 

To  make  a place  West  for  every  man. 

He  took  her  scourging  with  ever  a smile 
An^a  stays'^  on  an-^  on  fighting  bravely  the  while 
For  to  him  the  prairie  was  heavens  -’oorway 
An<»  •oara-^ise  here  woul'’  be  met  with  some  -«ay. 

An-*  the  passing  years  ma’^e  his  steps  slow. 

He  never  woul<«  quit,  — 'twas  his  courage  you  know. 

He  was  still  unconquerefl,  for  he  love-^  the  West 
For  thru  every  trial,  she  ha^^  given  her  best. 

An^’  when  worn  out — vdth  toil  an-^  age 
lay  ■^own  an-^  slent — so  I turn  a page 
For  History  has  written  a line  that  is  ■’ear 
In  the  word’s  of  the  West,  "He  was  a pioneer." 

Hov/ar’  *5tarr  Dickey 


S 


^Letter:  Mrs.  I. 

February  1,  19^5* 


J.  Wenger,  possession  of  Katherine  Launhart, 
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CHAPTER  XVII 


MANA'5'?EH  S.  MOYER 


• Preface 

My  Orani’ father  Moyer  has  always  interested  me»  I found  here  an 
opport\uiity  for  studying:  his  life.  Since  I never  saw  him,  most  of  my 
information  comes  from  my  father,  who  was  eighteen  years^of  age  when  his 
father  died. 

I am  grateful  for  all  information  I have  received  from  others  v/ho 
knew  him.  The  attempt  has  been  to  give  a fair,  honest  picture  of  his  life, 
and  I hope  the  presentation  is  acceptable. 

Perhaps  I have  over-stressed  his  characteristic  of  absent-mind ed*- 
ness,  but  this  seems  to  be  his  most  unique  feature,  and  the  best  Remembered 
by  those  who  knev^?  him. 

All  in  all,  I really  enjoyed  studying  this  Interesting  character. 

•)<  * * 

Manasseh  S,  (Shelly)  Moyer,  my  grandfather,  was  born  on  Seut ember 
25.  I8U5,  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania.  His  father  was  Reverend  Samuel 
Moyer,  a Mennonite  farmer-preacher.  Samuel  Moyer’s  grandfather  was 
Henry  Meyer,  who  was  born  in  1733» 

In  17^1,  Henry,  a boy  of  eight,  came  to  America  with  his  mother, 
brothers,  and  sisters  from  Switzerland,  It  is  said  that  as  the  ship 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  the  young  lad  fell  into  the  water  and  was  rescued 
by  a sailor,^  He  later  settled  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Henry  Meyer’s  son,  William,  was  born  about  17T0.  William’s 
youngest  stn  was  Samuel,  t’-e  father  of  Manasseh,  born  in  about  1S12. 

Samuel  changed  the  spelling  of  the  name  to  Moyer  because  the  South 
German  pronunciation  was  much  closer  to  ’’Moyer”  than  ’’Meyer.” 

Samuel’s  family  was  rather  poor,  owning  only  ten  to  fifteen  acres 
of  land  and  fair  a while  only  one  horse, 2 

Manasseh  was  one  of  nine  children.  As  a boy  he  was  not  very 
strong  because  of  a weak  heart.  He  dared  not  run  more  than  about  a hun- 
dred yards  at  full  speed  .because  of  hi*  heart* '‘But  what  he  lacked  phys- 
ically^  he  more  than  made  up  mentally.  His  early  inclinations  were  tov;ard 
writing  and  arithmetic,  and  he  spent  much  time  practicing  these  skills. 


^A.  B.  Sbhelly,  Bundesbote  Kalendar, _1905 
2 

An  old  Civil  War  horse,  bought  after  the  war. 
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He  began  school  at  seven,  going  to  a summer  German  School.  The 
fact  that  his  first  reaf^er  was  a German  Testament,  shows  that  his  reading 
ability  was  rather  a.f’vancei^  for  his  age. 

Grandfather  began  teaching  school  near  his  home  at  the  early  age 
of  seventeen.  The  period  from  I85j^lg69  he  spent  in  teaching  and  getting 
his  higher  education.  Some  of  his  time  was  spent  at  the  Millersville, 
Pennsylvania  Normal  School. ^ Although  he  probably  did  not  gradua.tc,  ho 
was  studious,  a deep  thinker,  and  very  v;ell  educated  for  a Hennonite  rf 
his  time. 

In  1669*  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  entered,  the  new  Mennonite 
school  at  Wadsworth,  Ohio.  A year  later  he  began  teaching  school  in  Lee 
County,  Iowa.  ‘ , , 

He  was  now  about  five  feet  seven  inches  tall,  weighed  I5O  pounds, 
had  dark  hair,  and  later  wore  a f\ill  bear^. 

His  ability  as  a teacher  became  very  evident  because  he  had  a way 
of  presenting  material  in  a manner  which  children  could  understand*  How- 
ever, he  WAS  somewhat  absent-minded,  and  not  too  vigilant  Over  certain 
little  boys  who  were  somewha.t  mischievous.  His  teaching  was  veil  Illus- 
trated. and  well-liked  by  all.^ 

While  boarding  in  various  homes,  he  became  acquainted  with  Anna 
Eymann,  viiom  he  la,ter  married  on  April  19»  187^. 

For  three  years  (1872-1875)  he  taught  at  Wadsworth  using  the 
English  language.  While  there  he  became  assistant  preacher  in  the  church, 
and  was ‘ordained  in  187^. 

For  three  years.  Grandfather  taught  at  Bluffton,  Ohio.  He  was 
not  allowed  to  nreach  in  the  churches,  because  of  being  too  "liberal.” 
However,  some  friends  arranged  to  have  him  preach  in  a schoolhouse  occa- 
sionally. These  meetings  were  well  attended.. 

In  1878,  he  was  called  to  preach  at  the  Bethel  Churchy  Monitau 
County,  Missouri.  It  was  here  that  he  spent  the  major  portion  of  his 
ministry. 


Grandfather's  well-planned  sermons  were  simple,  logical,  original, 
and  understandable.  Although  not  emotional  or  spectacular,  his  preaching 
was  persuasive.  He  v^as  always  considered  a deep  thinker.  "He  was  a peace- 
loving,  conscientious  man. 3 


^Letter,  Edwin  Mo^'^er,  Deer  Creek,  Oklahoma,  January  I5,  19^5* 

2 1 
Letter,  S.  J.  Moser,  Fortuna,  Missouri,  January  15»  19^5*  "^Ibid. 
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To  clarify  or  stress  important  points  he  told  stories  and  aneo- 
dotes.  His  teaching  ability  became  evident  in  the  catechism  class.  Not 
only  class  members  bo.t  others  also  attended  because  the  classes  were  so 
interesting  and  instructive. 

Since  the  church  ga.'s  little  or  no  compensation,  Grandfather  had 
to  earn  a living  by  tilling  the  soil.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  he 
was  not  meant  'to  be  a farmer,  but  nevertheless  was  economical,  and  made 
a living  »o  that  the  family  never  went  hungry.  '/Jhen  a.  stranger  asked  a 
church  member  whether  Reverend  Moyer  was  a farmer,  he  replied,  "No,  he’s 
no  more  farmer  than  I am  a preacher."  This  seems  rather  a strong  state- 
ment but  it  proved  quite  true. 

He  could  not  milk  a cow  well  until  he  moved  to  Missouri  and  learned  , 
the  Swiss  way  of  milking.^ 


, His  main  mission  in  life  was  preaching  the  Gospel  in  the  CSaurch 
and  through  his  living  example.  All  else  was  secondary.  He  lived  simply 
and  believed  the  German  proverb,  "Mann  musz  sich  nach  der  Decke  Strecken«"2 

Seven  children  were  born  to  this  couple,  two  of  vhom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  other  five,  four  boys  and  one  girl,  grew  up  in  Missouri. 

One  of  Grandfather’s  outstanding  characteristics  was  his  absent- 
mindedness.  He  was  usually  wrapped  up  in  deep  thought  and  not  always 
aware  of  his  surroundings. 

"lihcn  he  walked  into  the  house,  he  would  hang  his  hat  over  the 
back  of  a chair  instead  of  «n  a hook  or  nail  on  the  wall.  Then  he  would 
have  to  hunt  for  it  when  he  needed  it.  3 [A  certain  grandson  seems  to 
have  inherited  this  trait.  ] 

The  story  is  told  of  the  time  he  was  sitting  before  a group  at  an 
evening  meeting  in  the  school  house.  The  men  usually  wore  boots  #xrer 
their  pants,  except  for  dress-occasions,  vdien  the  pants  were  worn  over  the 
boots.  As  he  sat  before  the  group,  he  noticed  his  right  pant  leg  was  over 
the  boot,  but  the  other  one  under.  Still  engrossed  in  thought,  he  pulled 
the  left  one  out  but  tucked  the  right  one  under,  thus  just  reversing  the 
appearance.  Apparently  satisfied,  he  left  them  thus  the  rest  of  the  even- 
ing. 


^Letter,  Ddwln  Moyer. 

2 

’’One  should  live  within  his  means." 
better,  Edwin  Moyer. 
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Other  stories  ?re  elso  told  of  him,^  hut  some  e rc  rather  far- 
fetched and  prohahly  invented  by  someone  who  knew  his  traits  well. 

He  always  had  good-w.’ll  for  everyone,  and  was  helpful,  although 
he  was  not  the  best  mixer  socially.  He  would  be  thinking  and  therefore 
forget  his  surroundings.  But  if  someone  got  him  started  on  a subject, 
he  was  a very  interesting  conversationalist  and  his  speech  was  not  trite, 
but  meaningful . 

His  firm  belief  in  honesty  and  truthfulness  made  each  word  carry 
weight.  He  was  not  much  given  to  flattery  but  was  quite  tactful.  This 
is  well  illustrated  as  follows; 

The  fajnily  at  one  time  visited  his  youngest  brother-in-law  who 
was  the  proud  father  of  a newborn  baby  girl.  The  parents,  like  all  parents, 
felt  she  was  the  prettiest  baby  ever  born.  -He  looked  at  the  baby  and  re- 
marked, ”A  little  bundle  of  ^.«8sibilitie6.”2 

Among  his  hobbies  were  those  of  music  and  poetry.  He  had  a,  mel- 
odeon  which  he  played  frequently,  without  the  use  of  notes.  This  was 
quite  extraordinary  for  a man  of  his  position  at  the  time,  Edwin,  the 
oldest  son  would  sometimes  recite  his  poetry  at  school  programs. 

Grandfather’s  influence  was  wider  than  only  the  home  community, 
he  b*ing  active  in  the  work  of  the  General  Conference  and  attending  nearly 
all  the  sessions.  He  was  cwj  active  member  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  for 
many  years,  and  spent  a few  years  on  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 


Although  rather  conservative  by  nature,  he  never  held  back  the 
progress  of  church  work.  He  v/es  in  favor  of  new  undertaking  if  he  felt 
it  was  the  ”Lord’ s will,"  and  if  they  had  the  necessary  means  to  carry  it 
out  t 


In  1901  the  family  moved  to  Deer  Creek,  Oklahoma,  where  he  served 
as  minister  in  the  Mennonite  dhurch  for  a little  less  than  three  years. 

On  December  6,  1905»  he  preached  what  proved  to  be  his  last  sermon.  Of 
interest  is  the  fact  that  at  this,  his  last  service,  they  sang  "Oh  Think 
of  the  Home  Over  There." 

I>irlng  the  night  he  had  a fatal  heart  attack*  Previously,  he  had 
warned  the  family  that  such  an  end  could  be  expectedj  but,  nevertheless, 
it  proved  to  be  a severe  shock. 


See  Appendix. 

^Letter,  C.  F.  Eberle. 
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He  died  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-eight  years  and  two  and  a half 

months . 


The  funeral  was  held  in  Deer  Creek  on  December  10,  1903»  Among 
those  officiating  were  Reverend  Christian  Krehbiel  of  Halstead,  Kansas, 
and  Reverend  S.  M.  Musselman,  a relative  from  \iTaylend,  Iowa.  Reverend 
Mussclman  preached  from  the  text,  '‘I  have  fought  a good  fight;  I have 
finished  my  course..."  (II  Timothy  4:  7,3). 

Grandfather  Moyer  no  doubt  did  more  in  fifty-eight  years  than 
many  people  can  do  in  many  more  years.  It  can  truly  be  said  that  he 
lived  a life  of  usefulness,  and  I am  sure  that  the  world  is  a better  place 
for  his  having  been  here. 
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appendix 


Vfhen  Grandfather  was  teaching  in  Wadsworth,  a young  girl,  the 
dau^ter  of  the  head  of  the  scb-ool,  i,  uov;  f-istor  Hillegonde  van  der’ 
8misseii  of  Newton)-,  always  met  hin  as  he  walked  to  class.  She  said, 

"Good  Morning,"  hut  be,  being  j^rcoccupi  od,  concerning  his  algebra  class, 
did  not  hear  her.  Again  the  next  day  she  did  the  same  thing  without  a 
response.  Finally,  determined  to  get  a response,  she  stood  directly  in 
his  way  and  said  in  a loud  voice,  "Good  Morning." 

"Did  you  speak  to  me?" 

"Yes,  I said  -Good  Morning'.'  " 

"Oh ^ So-so;"  and  he  walked  off,  continuing  his  train  of  thought. 

* « 

His  absent-mindedness  was  rather  embarrassing  for  others  at  cer- 
tain tines.  Once  he  took  a visiting  preacher  to  visit  the  neighbors. 
After  arriving,  he  picked  up  a newspaper  and  became  absorbed  in  reading, 
forgetting  the  others  and  leaving  them  to  their  o\m  devices  for  converse* 
tion.  The  fact  was  that  they  had  never  seen  each  other  before  and  found 
difficulty  getting  a conversation  started.  Meanwhile  Grandfather  read 
the  newspaper. 
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CHAPTBR  XVIII 


R.  vmm:  y a KAN  T-IO  T^HV3D 


'Preface 

A man  such  as  the  Reverend  Peter  H.  Unruh  is  not  easily  forgotten. 
I learned  to  know  him  when  I was  very  young,  for  m,v  parents  were  both  mem- 
bers of  his  church  and  took  me  to  the  services  regularly,  I developed  an 
admiration  for  him  then  which  grew  steadily  as  I became  older.  Through 
the  writing  of  this  paper,  I feel  that  I have  learned  to  know  him  even 
better. 


Not  only  have  I enjoyed  learning  more  about  Reverend  Unruh,  but 
throTigh  my  personal  interviews  and  the  Letters  which  I received,  I feel 
that  I have  also  become  better  acquainted  with  his  family  and  friends,  I 
am  very  grateful  for  the  Interest  they  have  shown  in  this  project. 

In  a short  biography  such  as  this,  it  would  be  impossible  to  pre- 
sent fully  a man  who  has  lived  such  an  active  life  as  Reverend  Unruh,  I 
have  tried  to  present  the  outstanding  qualities  of  his  character  and  events 
in  his  life  which  distinguish  him  as  a cheerful,  courageous  man  living  a 
life  of  service  for  others. 


♦ ♦ ♦ 

Peter  H,  Unruh' s character  was  radiated  into  the  lives  of  many  who 
came  into  contact  with  him  because  of  his  active  personality,  his  genuine 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men,  and  his  ability  to  see  through 
the  problems  of  both  young  and  old.  In  his  home  community,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  where  he  worked,  he  will  always  be  remembered  as 
a man  who  gave  himself  willingly  and  unstintingly  to  the  service  of  others. 

On  January  23*  1881,  Peter  H.  Unruh  was  born  into  the  home  of 
Peter  P.  and  Anna  Klassen  Unruh.  These  two  young  people  were  among  the 
Mennonites  who,  because  of  their  opposition  to  militarism,  emigranted  from 
Russia  to  America  in  18?^.  Several  years  after  the  immigration  to  America, 
Peter  P,  Unruh  purchased  land  about  three  miles  southwest  of  the  Alexander- 
wohl  settlement  in  Central  ^Cansas,  married  Anna  Klassen,  and  established  a 
home.  However,  Peter  H.  Unruh  was  not  to  be  the  only  child  in  the  family; 
eight  other  children  were  born  into  the  home,  three  of  them  dying  in  in- 
fancy.^ 


linterview;  Mrs.  P.  H.  Unruh;  Goessel,  Kansas;  December  28,  19^^. 
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Young  Peter  lived  the  rugged  life  of  the  prairie  hoy.  On  the 
farm  he  learned  the  perserverance  which  became  a virtue  in  his  later  life.- 
Even  In  his  childhood  he  was  seemingly  always  bubbling  over  with  energy., 
and  sometimes,  as  is  characteristic  of  the  oldest  in  the  family,  he  cau-.ed 
his  younger  brothers  and  sisters  to  suffer  for  his  abundance  of  enfrgy.^ 

His  interest  in  other  people  was  illustrated  even  at  this  early  age  by  the 
fact  that  he  loved  to  walk  along  the  side  of  the  early-day  prairie  schoon- 
er and  talk  with  the  strangers;  they  managed  to  understand  each  other 
although  Peter  spoke  only  the  Platdeutsch  (Low  German),  and  they  spoke 
only  English, 3 

Like  most  of  the  children  of  the  Mennonite  pioneers,  Peter,  at  the 
age  of  seven,  began  his  education  in  a little  country  schoolhouse  several 
miles  from  his  home.  He  found  most  of  the  work  to  be  exceptionally  easy 
and  made  good  grades  although  he  usually  put  much  less  work  into  his  les- 
sons than  his  classmates.  One  of  his  schoolmates  relates  that  although  he 
would  often  spend  only  five  or  ten  minutes  before  the  class  period  study- 
ing, he  seldom  failed  to  be  able  to  answer  the  teacher's  questions.  How- 
ever, if  he  failed  to  make  what  he  considered  good  grades,  he  was  not  slow 
to  show  dissatisfaction  with  himself.^ 

Peter  was  a lively  chap,  as  most  boys  are — probably  much  more 
lively  than  some,'  He  found  it  very  easy  to  get  along  with  others.  He 
especially  enjoyed  playing  pranks.  He  was  not  afraid  to  take  the  conse- 
quences, however.  'UViien  they  his  classmates  took  his  cap  and  pximped  it 
full  of  water,  he  showed  disapproval,  but  those  that  knew  him  knew  that  at 
the  same  time  he  liked  it, "5  For  these  characteristics  he  was  well-liked 
in  school,  and  later  in  life  these  same  characteristics  won  many  friends 
for  him. 


, Heading  was  one  of  young  Peter’s  favorite  hobbies.  Nothing  could 
disturb  him  when  he  was  engrossed  in  an  interesting  book.  Peter's  brother 
relates  that  he  remembers  Peter's  reading  a book  even  while  a cyclone  was 
approaching.  The  clouds  were  coming  in  the  direction  «f  the  home,  but 
Peter  unconcernedly  finished  what  he  was  reading  before  he  gave  any  atten- 
tion to  the  approaching  danger. ° Not  onl.y  did  Peter  love  to  read  books, 
but  he  also  loved  to  give  readings  and  *rati*ns.  He  got  many  opportunities 
to  prove  his  ability  in  this  kind  of  work  in  his  school  and  the  community,? 
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Having  completed  his  work  in  the  grade  school,  Peter  continued 
his  studies  privately  under  Peter  Balzer,  who-was  then  the  elder  of  the 
Alexanderwohl  Church,  the  church  which  young  Peter  attended. ^ 

Peter's  interest  in  the  welfare  of  others  led  him  to  the  decision 
of  becoming  a doctor  of  medicine.  For  personal  reasons,  however,  Peter's 
father  strenuously  objected  to  this  decision,  nevertheless,  still  having 
this  determination  in  mind,  Peter  began  his  studies  at  Bethel  College. 
Later,  because  of  the  insi stance  of  his  father,  Peter  changed  his  plans  to 
those  of  becoming  a school  teacher.^ 

Peter's  father  was  very  eager  to  have  his  son  enroll  in  all  the 
Bible  courses  available  at  Bethel.  Thus  Peter  was  bro\ight  into  very  close 
Contact  with  Professor  C.  H,  Wedel,  then  a religious  instructor  at  Bethel. 
Peter  developed  a deep  admiration  for  this  professor  and  greatly  valued 
the  religious  tranining  he  had  received  from  this  teacher.  Many  times  he 
would  gratefully  speak  of  him  later  in  life. 3 The  instruction  which  he 
received  from  Professor  Wedel  laid  the  foundation  for  his  unwavering  faith 
which  was  later  characterized  in  his  pastoral  duties.^ 

Having  graduated  from  Bethel  in  I902,  Peter  Unruh  became  a school 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Marion  County,  Kansas,  During  this  per- 
iod of  his  life,  on  August  I3,  1905*  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  a 
young  Mennonite  girl,  Susie  Warkentin,  Into  the  Unruh  home  were  born  two 
children,  Elmer  and  Velma. 

Although  Peter  Unruh  enjoyed  teaching  and  performed  his  work  con- 
scientiously and  energetically,  he  had  not  yet  found  his  life's  profession. 
In  October,  I906,  the  Alexanderwohl  Church,  which  he  had  joined  in  I9OI, 
elected  him  as  an  evangelist.  Thus  it  was  not  his  own  decision  to  become 
a minister,  but  the  decision  of  those  who  had  seen  him  develop  into  a m.an 
vitally  interested  in  his  fellow  Mennonites.  Upon  receiving  the  call  as 
evangelist,  Pet®r  Unruh  felt  himself  unworthy  for  the  job  for  which  he  had 
been  selected.  He  hesitated  before  accepting  the  position;  but  after  much 
consideration,  he  responded  to  the  call  of  the  church.  Now  he  began  to 
realize  the  wisdom  of  his  father's  counseling  him  to  enroll  in  the  Bible 
courses  when  he  was  in  school,  and  he  began  to  understand  his  father's 
objections  to  his  becoming  a doctor. 5 


lintervi ew: 


Mrs.  P.  H.  Unruh;  G-oessel,  Kansas;  December  28,  19'‘^-‘^. 


^Ibid. 


3lbid. 


better:  Rev.  C. 

^Interview:  Mrs. 
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Petet  ITnruh  goon  proved  hims^llf  worthy  of  his  calling.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1910,  he  was  ordained  as  minister  of  the  Alexanderwohl  Church,  and 
later,  in  1915i  i^e  was  ordained  as  older. 

Character! stdically,  Reverend  Unruh  vigorously  worked  to  improve 
the  church.  It  was  during  his  early  ministry  that  he  helped  to  bring  a ^ 
organ  into  the  olmrch  to  aid  in  the  Congregational  singing,  which  hal  p.  ;• 
viously  been  led  by  Vorsaenger.  ^'/hen  a musical  dealer  approached  the 
other  two  young  ministers  of  the  church,  Reverend  C.  C.  Wedel  and  Rever- 
end Jk  J.  BanmarJ^  §.nd  made  an  offer  to  install  an  organ  in  the  church  on 
trial,  they  felt  hesitant  because  the  ihatter  needed  tact  and  careful  plan- 
ning. Undoubtedly  a musical  instrument  in  the  church  would  arouse  protest 
from  some  members;  and,  besides,  very  few  persons  would  be  capable  of  r)lay- 
ing  it.  Reverend  Unruh  had  learned  to  play  the  org  in,  but  his  father  v/as 
one  of  the  Vorsaenger;  consequently  it  was  questiorable  whether  he  would 
consent  to  the  installment  of  the  instrument.  Realizing,  however,  that  a 
great  improvement  in  church  singing  could  be  made,  he  consented  to  play  the 
organ. 

The  music  dealer  put  the  organ  into  the  church  without  leaving 
word  by  whose  orders  he  did  so.  So  it  was  announced  that  the  organ 
would  be  played  only  during  the  Sunday  School  exercises.  But  it  did 
not  take  long  until  it  was  played  during  the  general  singing  at  the 
church  services.^ 

Reverend  Unruh  always  showed  great  concern  for  the  young  people  in 
the  church,  as  well  as  for  the  old.  I,  personally,  as  one  of  the  young 
children  in  the  church,  learned  to  admire  him  because  he  always  had  a 
friendly  word  for  those  he  met.  On  the  Sunday  mornings  when  Reverend  Unruh 
preached,  I was  always  sure  that  I would  enjoy  the  service,  because  I knew 
that  before  preaching  to  the  older  people,  he  would  begin  by  telling  a 
story  especially  for  us  children,  ”His  sermons  were  strictly  evangelistic 
and  of  sound  doctrine.  Emotion  sometimes  carried  him  to  higher  regions, 
and  the  earnestness  of  the  hour  was  keenly  felt  by  all  listeners,"^ 

Because  requests  were  coming  from  a number  of  members  in  his  own 
church,  as  well  as  from  taembers  of  other  Mennonite  Churches,  for  a can- 
centrated  statement  of  the  Mennonite  faith.  Reverend  Unruh  wrote  and  pub- 
lished a small  pamphlet  on  this  subject  which  he  named  "What  We  Believe." 
Through  this  pamphlet  he  presented  the  fact  that  although  nonresistance  is 
one  of  the  important  principles  of  the  Mennonites,  it  is  only  one  of  many 
essential  points  in  which  we  believe. 3 


^Letter:  Rev.  C.  C.  Wedel;  Newton,  Kansas;  January  17,  19^5* 
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Reverend  Unrtih’s  service  to  the  peo'ole  was  not  confined  to  the 
work  in  the  church.  The  less  fortunate  in  the  community  were  not  for- 
gotten hy  him^  He  gav'-  of  his  time  and  property  willingly  when  somebody 
was  ill  or  in  need  ci  ripterial  goods. 

During  the  Fir^t  World  War,  Reverend  Unruh  further  proved  his  un- 
selfish character  to  those  who  knew  him.  Many  of  the  young  men  came  to  M 
for  advice  and  aid  in  filling  out  their  long,  detailed  questionnaires. 
Special  tables  had  to  be  provided  in  his  home  to  accommodate  him  in  this 
work.l 


Reverend  Unruh  was  a firm  pacifist,  was  a member  of  the  Confer- 
ence Peace  Committee  and,  as  such,  worked  hard  to  improve  the  conditions 
for  the  young  boys  who  w“r°  unable  to  fight  because  of  their  beliefs.  V-:' 

ing  the  course  of  the  war,  he  made  four  trips  to  Washington,  D,  C.,  to 
discuss  the  pacifists'  position  with  the  eminent  leaders  in  Washington. 
Although  the  officials  at  Washington  respected  the  convictions  of  the  nnn-- 
scientious  objectors  and  allowed  them  to  do  the  type  of  work  in  which 
they  need  not  fight  directly,  the  officers  at  the  individual  camps  often 
took  matters  into  their  ovm  hands,  sometimes  badly  mistreating  the  paci- 
fists and  even  throwing  them  into  prison.  On  numerous  occasions  Reverend 
Unruh  visited  the  nearby  Kansas  camps,  Punston  and  Leavenworth,  to  help 
improve  the  conditions  of  the  young  pacifists  there  by  speaking  to  the 
officers,  as  well  as  to  speak  to  the  boys  personally,  counseling  and 
cheering  them.  Mrs.  Unruh  relates  that  he  would  often  return  from  these 
trips  very  tired,  only  to  find  others  waiting  for  him  in  his  home  who 
wanted  help.^ 

Again  at  the  beginning  of  World  War  II,  Reverend  Unruh  was  called 
upon  to  hold  up  the  banner  for  the  pacifists.  He  was  deeply  concerned  that 
the  young  men  of  his  church  should  understand  the  peace  principles  of  the 
Kennonites. 

Besides  ministering  to  the  needs  of  the  people  in  his  own  commun- 
ity, Reverend  Unruh  reached  far  beyond  in  his  work.  He  was  a widely  known 
official  of  the  General  Conference.  As  previously  mentioned,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Conference  Peace  Committee  during  V/orld  War  I.  "In  this  he  con- 
tacted government  officials,  and  it  led  him  further  into  a deeper  study  of 
Mennonite  history  and  Mennonite  principles. "3  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  vice  president  of  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  a position  which  ho 
had  held  for  about  twenty  years,  and  treasurer  of  the  Emergency  Relief 
Committee,  his  prospective  in  this  capacity  being  of  world-wide  scope. 


^Interview;  Mrs.  P.  H.  Unruh;  Goessel,  Kansas;  December  2S,  19^^. 
^Ibid. 


p.  1. 
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He  also  gladly  and  faithfully  served  on  many  committees  of  the 
various  conferences.  His  cheerful  and  willing  way  of  serving  when 
asked — which  he  accepted  as  his  duty — will  long  he  remembered,^ 

Because  the  needs  of  a siiffering  hujnanity  had  always  been  close 
to  his  heart,  Reverend  Unruh  was  sent  to  Russia  as  a relief  commissioner 
by  the  General  Conference  during  the  period  of  suffering  and  starvation. 

He  received  a leave  of  absence  in  November,  19^2,  and  remained  in  Russia 
iintil  June,  1923» 

Reverend  Unruh  brought  both  material  and  spiritual  comfort  to 
the  brethern  abroad.  His  field  of  service  was  the  Ukraine,  and 
covered  such  places  as  Alexandrowsk,  Chortitza,  and  adjoining  set- 
tlements, the  Molotschna,  Sagradowka,  Berdjansk,  Melitopel,  and 
neighboring  settlements,  ^Vhile  Brother  Unruh  also  gave  attention 
to  feeding  operations,  his  chief  duties  were  in  connection  with  the 
distribution  of  clothing  and  medicine,^ 

Creed  distinctions  were  not  made,  and  clothing  was  often  also 
given  to  the  poor  Russian  Families,  as  well  as  to  the  Mennonite  families, 
Mrs,  Unruh  recalls  Reverend  Unruh* s story  about  a young  man  and  a young 
girl  who  came  to  him  begging  for  clothes.  They  were  very  particular  about 
the  kind  of  garments  they  wanted;  but,  having  finally  chosen  some  clothes 
suitable  for  them,  they  told  Reverend  Unruh  that  the  clothes  were  to  be 
used  for  a very  special  occasion.  They  did  not  hesitate  to  ask  Reverend 
Unruh  to  perform  their  marriage  ceremony, 3 

In  Russia,  Reverend  Unruh  became  a firm  believer  that  even  today 
God  sends  his  angels  into  the  world  to  protect  his  followers.  Often  in 
his  Bible  class,  I heard  him  tell  stories  about  God’s  protection  over  him 
during  the  time  he  spent  in  Russia.  In  this  class  he  related  the  incident 
about  the  capture  and  release  of  several  of  his  fellow'  workers.  Because 
they  were  carrying  on  Christian  work,  weveral  of  the  relief  workers  had 
been  arrested  and  were  heavily  guarded  by  the  Bolsheviks,  Suddenly  a 
strange  woman  appeared  on  the  scene,  commanding  the  Bolsheviks  to  leave 
and  saying  that  she  would  guard  the  Americans  herself.  Oddly,  the 
Bolsheviks  obeyed  her  command  unquest ion ingly.  To  the  surprise  of  the 
capitves,  the  woman  released  them  as  soon  as  the  Bolshewiks  had  left  and 
told  them  to  continue  in  their  work.  The  woman  was  never  heard  of  again. 


•^Ibid. 

C.  Hiebert,  Feeding  the  Hungary  (Scottdale, 
Mennonite  Central  Committee,  I929) , p.  358. 

^Interview;  Mrs,  P.  H,  Unruh;  Goessel,  Kansas; 
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In  May,  1942,  Reverend  Unnih's  health  be,^an  to  fail.  Medical  aid 
was  solicited,  hut  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  retire  for  a while  from 
the  strenuous  life  which  he  had  lived.  However,  a few  months  later  he 
again  eagerly  took  over  his  duties  in  the  church. 

Reverend  Unnxh’s  courageous  outlook  on  life  was  displayed  in  his 
last  sermon  which  he  preached  on  June  2J,  1943*  l^his  was  a special  mes- 
sage to  the  young  peoule  in  the  church  on  the  cAibject,  ’’Does  the  Youth  of 
Today  Have  a Future?”  On  July  18  he  had  intended  to  preach  on  what  to  do 
when  in  a "tight”  place.  However,  the  services  on  that  Sunday  were  can- 
celled because  of  unusually  heavy  rains,  and  the  sermon  was  never  deliver- 
ed.^ 


During  the  last  year  he  had  breathing  difficulties,  especially 
during  the  night.  This  caused  him  much  suffering.  However,  he  dis- 
played a marvelous  courage  facing  his  condition,  which  he  realized 
was  serious.  And  so  he  remained  cheerful  and  active  to  the  very  end.^ 

Death  came  to  himunexpectedly  in  the  early  morning  of  July  20, 
1943.  Nevertheless,  the  memory  of  him  still  lives,  for  through  his  un- 
selfish service  he  has  found  a place  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him. 


p.  2. 


^Letter:  Rev.  C.  C.  Wedel;  Newton,  Kansas;  January  17,  1945* 

^"Life  Story  of  Peter  H.  Unruh,”  The  Mennonite  (A\igust  3i  1943)» 
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APPENDIX 


Honorary  Positions  Held  by  Peter  H4  Unruh 
Member  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  ’Western  District  Conference, 

1916- 25. 

Secretary  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  Western  District  Confer- 
ence, 1933* 

Secretary  of  the  Exemption  Committee  of  the  Western  District  Conference, 

1917- 18. 

Member  of  the  Bethel  College  Board  of  Directors,  1920, 

Member  of  the  Colonization  Board,  1928. 

Member  of  the  Peace  Committee  of  the  Western  District  Conference, 

Member  and  Treasurer  of  the  Emergency  Relief  Board,  1933. 

Member  and  vice-chairman  of  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  19^2, 
Member  of  the  Committee  of  Doctrine  and  Conduct. 

Member  and  president  of  the  Herald  Publishing  Company  Board,  Newton, 
Kansas, 


Original  Poetry 


Peter  H.  Unruh  found  very  little  leisure  time  in  his  crowded  life 
for  hobbies,  but  he  enjoyed  writing  poetry  when  duties  did  not  urgently 
call  him.  Often  he  wished  that  he  could  devote  more  of  his  time  to  this 
interest.  Besides  a number  of  short  poems,  he  wrote  several  poems  which 
could  be  sung  to  hymn  tunes.  The  following  poem  Ade  (Farewell)  was  written 
shortly  before  the  death  of  one  of  his  friends  and  expresses  his  own  feel- 
ings about  death* 


(See  following  page) 
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Ade 


Ade  nun,  0 Erdel  ech  scheide  von  dir 
Behalf  deine  Freuden,  sir  gelten  nicht  mir. 

So  lass  mich  nun  ziehen,  nadh  Sturmesgehnaus 
When  Jesus,  el*  winket  mich  nun  endiich  nachhaus. 

Ade  nun,  0 Freudel  Es  heiszt  fiir  mich  ziehnl 
Haht  dank  f^Ir  die  Liehe,  die  ihr  tnir  verliehn 
Dock  Jetzt  laszt  nich  reisen  der  Eqigkeit  zu, 
Denn  Jesus  mein  Heiland,  en  ruft  midh  zur  Rdh, 

Ade  nun,  Ihr  Kinder,  ich  sehlummer  nun  ein 
0 haltet  an  Jesum,  ihr  sied  nicht  hllein 
Dcch  jetzt  lasst  mich  gehen,  tind  weinet  nicht 
me  hr 

Hein  '^esus  scheickt  Ruhe,  die  wtLnsch  ich  so 
sehr. 

Ade  nun,  Geliehtel  Es  Idst  sich  das  Band 
Das  Gott  einst  gekntlgft  heir,  mit  heiliger 
Hand 

Ich  weisz  ja,  das  Wehmutt  hedrtlcket  dein  Herz 
Dock  Jesus,  mein  Heiland,  wird  lindern  den 
Schmerz. 

Ich  bin  ja  so  railde,  ich  hatt  keine  RuhJ 
Wie  sauftzt  ich  in  Mchten,  0 jesus  hilf  dul  • 
Und  Jesus,  du  halfst  auch  in  Schmerd  und  in 
Pein. 

So  nimm  mich  denn,  Jesus,  du  weiszt  ich  bin 
dein. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 


MY  FATHER 


A humorous,  understanding,  Christian  man  is  my  father,  Henry  J. 
Schrag.  He  is  a man  of  boundless  ability,  but  because  of  his  lack  of 
education  he  is  only  a farmer  though  still  trying  to  enlarge  his  scope  of 
intelligence. 

Being  bom  in  1899 1 September  l4,  he  proudly  exhibits  the  fact 
that  he  is  a member  of  the  eighteen  hundreds.  His  life  began  on  a farm 
ten  miles  southwest  of  Moundridge,  Kansas,  In  this  vicinity  he  spent  the 
the  major  part  of  his  youth. 

In  order  to  familiarize  you  more  with  my  father's  background,  I 
am  going  to  write  several  lines  about  his  ancestry. 

Father's  grandparents  were  Joseph  Schrag,  Sr.  and  Anna  Stucky, 

Peter  Ooering  and  Mary  Stucky*  They  came  over  from  Russia  in  187^*  They 
settled  in  the  Moundridge  community.  The  parents  of  my  father,  Joseph  J, 
Schrag,  Jr*  and  Elizabeth  Goering,  were  born  in  the  United  States.  Thej- 
were  married  in  I89S  and  one  year  later  their  first  child,  Henry,  was  bom. 
That  was  my  father. 

As  a child,  father  was  very  mischievous  and  filled  with  side- 
splitttgg  pranks.  Many  a time  father  had  set  a dishpan  full  of  water  above 
the  door  of  his  teacher's  room  who  boarded  at  their  home. 

There  were  also  other  incidents.  The  Church  Sunday  School  was 
absolutely  too  long  for  him  to  endure.  But  he  remedied  tha.t  situation 
early  one  Sunday  morning  by  turning  the  church  clock  ahead  forty  minutes. 
This  incident  was  not  forgotten  so  readily  either. 

My  father  also  possessed  the  characteristic  of  braveness  which 
was  so  humorously  displayed  in  his  youth  in  the  following  story. 

In  the  prime  of  father's  youth,  the  United  States  was  passing 
through  the  miraculous  machine  age.  Roads  were  being  built  and  bridges 
constructed.  Father's  parents  were  the  proud  owners  of  the  latest  model 
car,  the  Model  T.  One  Sunday  evening  father  was  allowed  to  take  a group 
of  his  friends  riding.  They  went  riding  for  sometime  when  surprisingly 
they  saw  a sign  reading,  "Bridge  Being  ^ilt, " Father  thought  the  situa- 
tion over,  and  then  the  great  idea  scooted  through  his  mind*  He  picked  up 
two  2 by  8 boards  and  laid  them  neatly  across  the  small  but  dangerous  river. 
Then  he  went  back  to  his  car,  disregarded  the  sign,  and  merrily  drove  over 
the  river  on  his  two  2 by  8 board-bridge,  onward  to  his  destination. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  graduated  from  grade  school  with  high 
honors.  He  had  the  opportunity  to  go  to  the  Bethel  College  Academy  but 
to  him  farming  was  more  interesting  than  going  to  schools  After  several 
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previous  informal  meetings,  one  morning  Bethel  representatives  came  to  see 
Father  about  attending.  He  happened  to  be  out  in  the  field  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  house.  These  men  drove  to  the  field  toward  Father,  bn.t 
when  they  reached  their  destination,  all  they  found  was  a drill  and  four 
horses.  Glancing  in  various  directions,  they  saw  no  one;  after  waiting 
fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  they  left,  They  failed  to  see  one  thing;  that 
was  a thirteen  year  old  boy  hidden  behind  the  green  hedges  only  a fev^  feer 
away  who  had  recognized  their  car  beforehand. 

Silly?  YesJ  But  he  was  serious,  too.  While  he  was  still  a young 
child,  he  often  carried  his  Bible  with  him^  At  that  time  wheat  had  to  be 
hauled  to  town  by  wagon  and  horses  (nearest  town  was  ten  miles).  As  he  did 
this  task,  he  had  the  Bible  with  him  constantly,  studying  it  as  much  as 
time  would  permit.  He  knew  his  Bible  outstandingly  well  for  his  age* 

He  began  to  feel  the  need  of  his  Saviour  more  and  more  intensely. 

As  the  days  and  weeks  went  by,  the  desire  for  his  Lord  was  s*o  great,  the 
load  of  sin  so  heavy,  that  he  fell  uptai  his  knees  in  the  middle  of  the 
field  where  he  was  working  and  asked  the  Lord  for  mercy  and  forgiveness. 

A few  years  later  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  November  25.  19^7» 
baptized  and  taken  into  the  membership  of  the  Hopefield  Mennonite  Church 
near  Moundridge,  Kansas. 

When  he  was  nineteen  years,  he  was  elected  Sunday  School  teacher. 
Later  he  was  elected  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  still  later  he  was 
elected  as  a Church  Board  Member.  He  was  repeatedly  elected  for  these 
offices.  He  has  been  Sunday  School  teacher  every  year  with  the  exception 
of  three  or  four  years  besides  the  years  he  was  holding  other  offices. 

In  193^t  he  took  his  church  letter  from  the  Hopefield  Church  and  trans- 
ferred it  to  the  Eden  Mennonite  Church,  Here  he  has  been  a faithful  member 
unto  this  day  and  is  at  the  present  serving  as  a Deacon  of  the  Church. 

Father  is  gifted  in  the  art  of  poetry  and  oratory.  He  has  had 
many  opportunities  to  use  these  talents  for  his  Lord,  He  has  one  ability 
that  few  people  have.  That  is,  he  never  uses  a pen  when  he  is  preparing 
for  a speech.  His  thoughts  are  contact  in  his  mind.  He  speaks  v;ith  great 
fire  in  his  soul,  with  meaning  in  his  words,  and  with  a definite  complete 
thought  throughout  his  speech.  Several  years  ago  he  acquired  a voice 
defect  which  has  been  a handicap  to  him.  He  was  called  upon  for  delivery 
of  poetry  or  oration,  not  only  in  his  home  church  but  also  in  the  surround- 
ing neighboring  communities. 

On  October  24,  192O,  he  was  married  to  Elsie  M,  Kaufman*  They 
moved  to  a farm  five  miles  southwest  of  Moundridge,  Kansas,  A carefree 
couple  were  these  two  until  the  misfortune  of  illness  befell  his  wife. 

Three  years  after  they  were  married  a son,  Mario  Kenneth,  was 
born  to  them.  In  three  days  he  passed  away.  Father  wrote  the  following 
poem  in  memory  of  his  infant  son; 
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Memory 

Our  Darling,  short  was  your  stay 
In  this  awftil  world  of  woe, 

Tho ’ 'Innocent-  you  experienced  agony 
In  your  sojourn  here  below, 

Mario,  we  miss  you,  Dear, 

Our  feelings  we  can't  express, 

Tho'  we  could  not  wish  you  here 
Back  into  this  world  of  distress. 

Yonder  glorious  mansions  you  have  found 
Where  our  'Master'  reigns  supreme. 

Where  naught  but  love  and  joy  abound 
Praising  'Him'  who  sinners  did  redeem, 

Christ  arose,'  Oh  JoyJ  The  empty  grave, 

A 'warranty'  assured,  secured,  is  our  reunion; 

Let  all  death's  tyrants  rave. 

The  trumpet  call  will  bring  forth  God's  chosen, 

A few  years  later,  1925i  September  l4,  a daughter,  Darlyne  Jane, 
was  born  unto  them.  These  two  were  the  only  children  they  ever  had. 

The  depression  years  followed.  In  1927-1923,  Father  took  Mother 
to  Texas  for  a short  vacation.  They  settled  in  Catarina,  Father  was 
hired  by  the  Farm  Developing  Company  whose  job  was  to  prepare  the  land  for 
new  settlers.  Here  in  Catarina  they  met  the  Pete  Waltners  and  the  Edd 
Grabers  of  Pretty  Prairie,  Kansas,  and  the  Henry  Schmidts  of  Goessel,  Kansas. 

Father  often  speaks  of  the  experiences  he  encountered  in  Texas, 

The  land  was  occupied  by  wild  animals  to  some  extent.  He  has  invariably 
mentioned  the  wild  dangerous  hogs  with  which  they  had  to  cope.  Tracks  of 
mountain  lions  were  also  seen.  His  favorite  sports  were  coyote,  deer,  end 
quail  hunting.  The  coyotes  were  often  seen  in  packs  of  fifty  to  sixty. 

The  white  people  seldom  worked.  They  were  the  overseers  or  the 
owners,  Mexicans  v;ere  hired  at  a very  cheap  price.  They  could  be  seen 
on  the  field  in  such  large  numbers  as  though  they  were  flies.  The  crops 
in  Texas  were  mainly  onions  and  spinach. 

The  scenery  there  was  unexpressibly  beautiful.  Palm  trees  sur- 
rounded all  buildings,  and  strange  flowers  were  grown  in  flower  beds. 

There  one  ate  grapefruit  and  oranges  off  the  trees.  The  weather  was  never 
cold;  children  went  barefoot  all  the  time.  The  sage-brush  encircled  the 
city  giving  one  a tang  of  excitement, 1 


^Sage-brush  was  a brush  in  Texas  which  served  as  the  home  of  wild 
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Each  week  excursion  trains  came  in  on  Tuesday  "bringing  new  settlers. 
So  every  Tuesday  night  a large  welcome  party  was  held  by  the  town  for  these 
guests.  The  Negroes  did  the  entertaining  at  these  parties^  The  next  day 
a barbecue  feast  would  be  given  for  these  newcomers. 

This  city  seemed  to  have  a great  deal  of  street  fighting.  The 
town  was  very  divided.  The  Negroes  owned  one  part  of  the  city.  Their 
homes  consisted  of  tuirb7;.ed-down  shacks.  The  reason  for  this  condition  was 
not  carelessness,  but  poverty.  They  were  the  most  mistreated  group  and 
therefore  could  afford  no  better  liomes.  The  Mexicans  were  also  divided 
into  their  section  of  the  cityv  Their  homes  were  slightly  better  than 
those  of  the  Negroes,  The  Whites,  of  course,  had  the  beautiful  homes  and 
owned  the  larger  part  of  the  city. 

Father  has  often  remarked  about  the  character  of  these  three  dif- 
ferent racial  groups.  He  said,  “If  a Negroe  made  a promise,  you  knew  he 
would  keep  his  word;  but  if  a White  or  Mexican  promised  you  something, 
you  knew  you  were  out,”  The  Mexicans  v;ere  a careless  and  sly  type  of  in- 
dividual to  a certain  extent. 

My  parents  stayed  in  Texas  one  year.  In  192S,  they  came  back  to 
their  farm  at  Moundridge,  Zansas.  It  Was  not  long  after  they  returned 
that  Father  was  asked  to  give  a farewell  address  for  Reverend  Sam  Goering 
and  his  wife  who  were  leaving  for  China  in  the  near  future.  This  striking 
message  was  given  in  the  German  language, 

I would  so  much  like  to  give  you  the  privilege  of  reading  this 
oration*  But  Father  is  a person  who  does  nb  Writing  of  any  kind  when  he 
is  preparing  for  a speech.  His  mind  is  his  book  of  notes.  Never  did  he 
record  his  orations  unless  there  was  a definite  call  for  a copy  by  some 
person.  And  this  is  one  of  the  many  orations  which  are  not  recorded  by 
him  on  paper. 

In  the  following  years,  father  went  to  Lakin,  Kansas,  where  he  was 
farming  with  his  father  and  brothers*  The  fields  yielded  very  well,  but 
there  was  no  price  on  wheat,  so  toost  of  it  had  to  be  thrown  back  to  the 
earth  to  rot. 

One  day  while  he  was  in  Western  Kansas,  he  received  a call  telling 

him  that  his  wife  was  seriously  ill.  He  r\ished  home,  driving  at  an  un- 

limited speed.  He  reached  a train  crossing  when  suddenly  he  sav;  a fast 
moving  train  approaching  him.  Father  beat  the  train  across  the  track  by 
only  a split  second. 

Father  has  had  many  close  calls  of  death,  but  God  has  always  kept 
His  loving  arm  over  him. 

My  grandfather  died  from  a heart  attack  in  1930,  at  Lakin,  Kansas. 

Father,  being  the  eldest  of  the  children  in  the  family,  was  called  upon 

to  bring  the  body  on  the  train  to  Moundridge,  I vaguely  remember  the  sad- 
• ness  in  my  parents'  heart  after  the  death  call  was  received  early  one 
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morning.  Father  has  repeatedly  said,  ”A  h^tter  father  had  no  man, ” He 
wrote  the  following  words  in  memory  of  his  father,  Joseph  J.  Schrag: 


In  Memory  Of  Our  Dear  Father 

HushJ  ListenJ  A telephone  call 
On  that  early  hreelcing  Sabhath  dawn, 

Terrific  news  thee  shall  befall, 

Ohi  Mercy.'  Your  father  is  gone. 

Oh,  how  can  it  ever  be? 

There  must  be  something  wrong. 

Oh  shall  I never  more  hear  or  see 
His  loving  voice,  his  smiling  face, 
his  guiding  on? 

Oh,  that  awful,  horrible  thought 
That  while  we  were  soundly  sleeping 
The  grim  reaper  'terribleness'  has  wrought J 
Not  even  a word  to  comfort  our  weeping. 

Oh,  how  shall  I ever  understand 
Why  this  has  come  to  me? 

But  lay  hold  unto  the  Saviour's  hand 
Though  the  why,  and  wherefore.  He'll 
comfort  thee. 

On  to  yonder  shore  came  the  call 

Tho ' the  west  may  have  prolonged  his  stay; 

Then  sudden  death  him  did  overfall 
Where  he  had  gone  for  his  health  to  pra^'’. 

In  yonder  City's  pearly  gates. 

Oh  I know  it's  true; 

There  he  for  his  loved  ones  waits 
Until  time  is  due. 

Therefore,  Mother,  Alida,  Pete,  and  Paul 
Arthur,  Ervin,  and  Joe 
Alvina,  Dave,  Henry,  and  all 
'Prepare'  for  we  too  must  go. 

Years  went  on;  gladness  came  and  gladness  went;  sorrow  came  and 
sorrow  went.  The  years  from  then  till  now  have  been  hard,  streneous  years 
for  my  parents  because  illness  has  so  often  been  in  the  home.  Before  my 
mother's  last  operation,  father  wrote  the  following  lines  as  a dedication 
to  her: 
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WHY? 

As  I lie  upon  my  bed  and  suffer 

Hemmed  in  my  sickroom's  prison  walls 

My  eyes  cannot  penetrate  the  ceiling 

My  thoughts  back  and  forth  go  reeling 

Cannot  concentrate  on  the  story,  hope,  and  glory 

Of  the  promised  glory  halls. 

Just  why  do  I so  have  to  suffer 
While  others  seem  to  walk  the  street  of  ease 
Languishi  ^Vhile  others  breathe  the  pure  air 
Free  from  dispair,  unburdened  with  care, 

Though  as  if  sickness  and  death  was  not  there 
And  no  God  to  please. 

Why  don't  my  burdens  ever  roll  out  with  the  waves 
And  possibly  only  come  in  with  the  tide? 

Why  the  billows  bellow  and  the  tempest  raves 
I do  not  know  why  ore'  there  calm  winds  flow 
And  I seem  destined  to  take  it  blow  for  blow. 

Except  that  my  Master,  my  ship,  will  safely  guide. 

You  say,  why  was  the  blind  man  born  blind? 

0 Yes,  But  how  can  that  apply  to  me? 

How  can  this  continual  grind,  with  prayers  in  vain 
Bring  glory  to  His  name  and  exalt  His  fame? 

Why  the  purpose  of  it  all,  that  keeps  me  staring  at  the  wall 
When?  When  will  I see  and  shout  in  glee? 

0 Yes.'  Beautiful  beyond,  leaving  behind,  stranded — 

The  aches  and  heartbreaks,  the  loneliness  and  the  sorrow. 

The  tears  and  fears,  when  I reach  the  beautiful  tomorrow;. 

The  problems  unsolved,  questions  involved,  as  I leave  behind 
The  ceiling  and  the  walls  and  gain  God  celestial  glory  halls; 

Then  I shall  see:  JESUS  SAVIOUR  PILOT  ME.' 

Father  kept  on  giving  orations,,  writing  poetry,  and  the  like.  In 
1941  he  spoke  over  the  radio  just  a few  months  before  United  States  joined 
in  the  war.  At  the  farewell  of  Alida  Schrag  and  the  Issac  family  in  1943, 
he  was  also  asked  to  speak. ^ 

Father  is  only  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  I think  he  has  lived  a 
noteworthy  life;  a meek  and  humble  farmer  whom  I invariably  have  seen  take 
the  Bible,  open  it,  read  it,  study  it,  before  retiring  to  bed^  Though  it 
might  have  been  midnight,  he  seldom  failed  to  read  in  God's  word.  Such  a 


^A  copy  of  this  oration  can  be  found  in  the  appendix  of  this 
biography. 
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man  is  my  father. 

One  of  his  greatest  regrets  has  "been  his  lack  of  education^  He 
has  said,  “Education  is  a great  gift  from  God»  Treasure  it^ “ My  parents 
have  sent  me  to  school  since  the  age  of  six  until  now.  They  have  sacrificed 
much  and  I am  thanlcfulo  May  God  "bless  them  "both. 

Yes,  Father  has  forty-five  years  "behind  him,  "but  he  also  has  years 
ahead  of  him.  What  the  future  holds  no  man  knows,  no  man  wants  to  know. 

But  may  God  lead  him  onward  and  give  him  the  a"bility  to  do  more  good  works. 
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MEMORIAL 


“0-  How  much  longer? 

0-  When  may  I go? 

When  ends  all  this  pain  and  sorrow? 

When  will  homelands  towers  show? 

Yes,  now  comes  the  time, 

0,  now  I may  go. 

Loved  ones  do  you  hear  the  calling  chime j 
Do  you  hear,  the  music  ringing  so? 
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Yes  now,  0 now  the  Master  calls  me  home, 

0 loved  ones  do  not  weep, 

Do  never,  never  from  his  safefold  roam, 

A loving  hand,  a watchful  eye,  he'll  ov'r  you  keep. 

Yes  now,  0 now  ends  all  ray  tribulation, 

The  piercing  pain,  agony  and  woe. 

Now  soon  shall  I in  eternal  glory  and  admiration 
God's  celestial  throne  in  its  beauty  knov;. 

But  oh,  warrant  me  before  I go 
It's  for  each  and  every  child  I plea; 

That  there  might  no  missing  names  in  God's  book  show 
That  all,  all  of  you  I there  again  shall  see. 

So  good-bye,  all  you  near  and  dear  to  me. 

May  God  grant  you  peace. 

He  has  so  designated,  so  it  shall  be 
May  His  protective  arm,  never  ov'r  cease. 

Yes,  live  on  in  peace  and  happiness 
Grievou§  hard  ends  together,  our  sojourn  here. 

But,  He'll  also  lead  us  on  to  eternal  blessedness; 

He'll  also  bring  us  home  where  sorrow  will  never  interfere.” 


—Written  in  memory  of  Mrs.  John  D,  Stucky 
— By  Mr.  Henry  J . Schrag 


FABEWELL 

"Leading  on  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  procession,  there  we  see 
a thorn-crowned  man— His  pains  healing  our  pains,  His  wounds  answering  our 
wounds,  His  love  taking  our  sin— and  this  love  is  so  complete  that  it 
makes  no  distinction  between  classes,  colors,  races,  and  creeds,  tongues, 
and  nationalities.  It  is  universal.  It  includes  all,  all  who  will  but 
come.  And  as  we  look  at  this  thorn-crowned  man  in  His  earthly  life,  look 
at  Him  because  of  the  blessings  that  come  to  us  then,  because  of  Him;  we 
see  that  the  world  had  no  better  birthplace  for  Him  than  a manger,  no 
better  mansion  throughout  His  years  of  ministry  than'  a stone  upon  vrhich  to 
lay  His  head,  no  better  place  in  death,  than  a cruel  Clavary's  Cross.  As 
we  look  at  Him  that  way  there  comes  to  us  a challenge,  a challenge  un- 
surpassied  by  all  bhe  iirorld. 

I feel  certain  tonight  that  as  we  were  coming  towards  this  fare- 
well meeting,  in  many  of  us  there  were  many  heartfelt  thoughts  struggling 
for  supremacy  upon  our  minds.  Thoughts  of  Joy  and  gladness  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other  they  possibly  held  v/ithin  their  confines  tearstained 
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pains,  a^ay  and  heartache  as  the  parting  hour  draws  nigh;  for  some  of  us 
here  never  to  meet  again.  Thoughts  of  insufficiency,  weatoess,  and  respsn- 
slhillty  and  it  is  this  latter  thought  that  I want  to  try  and  drive  home 
a hit  if  I may,  as  it  behooves  the  churches  as  they  send  out  their  repre- 
sentatives out  upon  the  foreign  mission  fields.  Certainly  those  who  are 
willing  to  uphold  the  banners  of  Him,  with  the  colors  at  times  streaming, 
possibly  in  the  most  condeming  winds,  of  Him  who  bore  our  sorrows  and  was 
acquainted  with  grief,  of  Him  who  on  cruel  Calvary  Cross  perfected  salvation 
certainly  they  have  weighted  the  price  and  counted  the  cost  and  giving 
their  all  have  left  the  rest  to  Him  who  is  all  sufficient. 

But  we,  who  con^ile  the  individual  membership  of  the  churches,  ere 
we  always  ready  again  and  again  to  step  back  from  the  din  and  the  turmoil 
of  our  commercial  life,  to  set  aside  our  own  Individual  econoiiitc  and  dcaoes- 
tic  problems,  willing  to  face  adversities,  willing  to  be  good  dependable 
soldiers  of  our  crucified  Lord,  willing  at  all  times  under  all  circum- 
stances to  stay  in  His  work-shop  of  tender  loving  kindness,  of  infinite 
love,  of  marvelous  grace?  This,  which  is  to  be  expounded  to  the  souls  of 
dying  men,  ready  to  go  the  first  mile  and  go  the  second  mile,  ready  to 
turn  the  right  cheek  and  turn  the  left  cheek,  willing  to  shoulder  our  bit 
of  responsibility  in  God’s  great  plan  of  salvation  realisixig  that  His  plans. 
His  designs.  His  works  can  never  be  frustrated  or  coi^e  to  naught,  visual- 
izing our  Master  as  He  pleads  with  us,  pleads  with  us  as  it  were,  over  a 
blood-dripping  cruel  Calvary  Cross  as  His  alter  pleads  with  us  again  to 
take  care  of  those  who  are  ready  and  willing  to  go  and  keep  the  soil  fer- 
tile, so  that  others  might  hear  the  call. 

/ 

Tonight  as  I visualize  our  representatives  upon  their  Indian  field 
of  labor  I see  a communication  cable  as  it  runs  from  them  upward  to  the 
very  throne  of  grace.  I see  them  hemmed  in  and  hedged  in  as  it  were  at 
time  seemingly  between  inpenetrable  walls  with  the  only  opening  left  to- 
wards heaven.  In  this  same  picture  I see  two  more  cables.  And  as  I see 
them  they  are  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  church  to  keep  iu  perfect 
service,  clear  and  free  from  static,  for  they  dare  not  be  affected  by  the 
weather.  The  one  as  it  runs  from  us  in  their  behalf  and  of  their  labors 
upwards  to  that  very  same  throne  of  grace*  The  other  as  it  runs  from  us 
to  the  battlefields  upon  which  they  find  themselves.  It  is  our  responsi- 
bility to  see  to  it  that  these  cables  do  not  slack,  for  fear  that  some  soul 
might  be  flung  into  a Christless  grave  because  of  it;  that  possibly  other- 
wise could  of  been  reached.  It  is  for  each  and  all  of  us,  to  use  and  keep 
on  using  this  triangular  privilege  if  I shall  put  it  that  way.  For  it 
centers  in  the  thom-crowned  man  that  leads  our  processions  as  He  inter- 
cedes for  us  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  so  that  those  who  have  not  heard 
might  hear  and  receive  and  be  saved.  And  as  we  look  at  it  that  way  there 
comes  to  us  the  realization  that  the  fields  of  labor  must  also  be  universal 
that  they  include  all,  all  who  will  but  come  and  willingly  place  their 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  pushing,  forward,  and  onward,  until  the  final  num- 
ber is  complete  and  all  the  sheaves  are  laid  at  our  Masters  feet.  A 
glorious  challenge,  a challenge  that  will  match  in  love  the  hate  and  strife 
of  the  worlds  battlefields,  a challenge  that  will  match  in  love  the  sin  and 
shame  of  heathendom,  a challenge  that  will  out  stretch  all  eternity,  a 
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challenge  unsurpassed  by  all  the  world* " 
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School  Board  Member  (treasure) • • « 1935-^1 

AAA  Committee  Member  •*»«•..•••••••  193^^1 

(resigned  because  of  war  problems) 

Farm  Management  Association  Member  193^** 
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CHAPTER  XX 


A PIONEER:  JOHN  P,  SIEMENS 


Preface 

« 

The  biography  of<  John  P,  Siemens  which  I am  writing,  is  to  portray 
the  characteristics  of  a man  who  was  a chruch  worker,  a community  leader, 
a farmer,  as  well  as  the  father  of  a large  family. 

John  was  also  a man  who  loved  children  and  thought  it  very  impor- 
tant for  every  young  person  to  continue  his  education  and  use  the  know- 
ledge he  received  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

He  respected  the  rights  of  the  Democratic  Government  very  much, 
and  felt  himself  very  fortunate  to  be  an  American, 


« * « 

Maria  Froese  and  Johann  Siemens  were  united  in  marriage  on  Novem- 
ber 17.  1849,  in  the  home  of  his  parents  in  Groszweide.  The  first  winter 
they  lived  with  his  brother,  Jacob  Siemens,  in  Elizabthal,  The  following 
spring  in  I89O  on  March  26  they  established  their  homo  in  tho  village 
school.^  Here  they  lived  for  a number  of  years.  During  this  time,  how- 
ever, sickness  compelled  Johann  to  be  in  bed  two  weeks  and  Maria  suffered 
from  rheumatism  the  first  half  of  I85I.  Her  malady  became  so  severe  that 
she  had  to  be  assisted  with  dressing  and  undressing.  With  the  aid  of  an 
efficient  physician  she  recovered. ^ 

By  September  10,  I856,  they  had  four  children.  Jacob,  Anna, 
Johann,  and  Agatha.  These  children  died  within  a period  of  four  days  be- 
cause of  diptheria.3 

John  P.  Siemens  was  born  on  February  3»  1859 » Puerstenverder, 
South  Russia,  He  was  one  of  ten  children  of  Maria  (Froese)  and  Johann 
Siemens.  John  P.  Siemens  came  to  America  in  1874  with  his  parents  and 
five  sisters.  They  settled  close  to  Buhler,  Kansas, 

In  February  I9OO,  his  mother  died  and  in  October  1902  his  father 
passed  on.  The  passing  of  these  four  children  left  John  the  only  boy  in 
the  family  circle.  His  pleasing  ways  and  Christian  character  made  him  a 


IPormerly  the  «*chool  and  teachers'  residence  were  combined  in  one 
building. 


^Diary,  The  Guidance  of  the  Lord;  Johann  Siemens,  1857» 

3lbid 
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favorite  with  his  parents  and  his  five  sisters.^ 

He  was  baptized  into  the  membersip  of  the  Hoffnungsau  Chruch  on 
Au^st  2U»  1879 1 Reverend  D.  Gaeddert.  In  1881  (February  ?4)  he  was 
wedded  to  Sara  Franz,  who  came  to  htis  country  from  Steinfield,  South 
Russia,  Fourteen  children  were  born  to  this  union.  Two  died  in  infancy,^ 

' John  was  fifteen  when  he  came  to  America  'nd  up  to  that  time  had 
studied  German  under  his  father,  (that  is  his  elementary  schooling  was  in 
German).  In  America  he  went  to  night  school  for  a short  time  after  he  was 
married.  That  was  all  the  schooling  he  got.  He  would  have  been  a very 
eager  student,  if  he  would  have  had  the  chance.  He  was  deeply  pleased 
that  his  two  children,  Lydia  and  Curt,  finished  college,  and  he  was  also 
deeply  disappointed  when  some  of  his  children  refused  their  chances  for  an 
education.  As  he  became  older,  he  took  a keen  interest  in  young  people. 

He  was  a lover  of  good  books.  He  read  a great  deal.  Through  reading  he 
gained  a fair  knowledge  of  o\ir  Country's  history.  When  telling  stories  to 
his  children,  he  told  them  about  the  great  men  of  his  country.  He  thought 
Very  highly  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  McKinley,  and  William  Jennings  Bryan.  He 
thought  it  a Christian's  duty  to  vote.  His  affilleation  was  with  the  Re- 
publican Party.  When  the  United  States  entered  World  War  I,  he  was  deeply 
hurt;  he  put  the  blame  on  Woodrow  Wilson. 3 

Two  Of  his  sons,  Dave  and  Jake,  were  drafted.  They  tOok  the  nOn- 
combatant  position,  John  believed  in  complying  with  the  draft  up  to  the 
point  of  bearing  arras.  As  I learned  to  know  him,  I believe  he  would  be 
a most  appreciative  and  loyal  supporter  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
program  today, y 

He  perhaps  left  too  large  a share  of  the  burden  of  running  the 
home  fall  on  his  wife.  She  was  practical  and  ecomonically  progressive. 

She  had  very  little  schooling  and  never  learned  the  English  language.  She 
was  very  devoted  to  her  home,  while  John,  because  of  his  varied  public 

4ad  to  be  away  from  home  quite  often.  The  older  children  learn- 
ed to  work  hard  at  an  early  age.  John,  the  oldest  son,  began  working  the 
fields  while  he  was  still  a mere  boy,  and  Marie,  one  of  the  older  girls, 
always  stood  faithfully  by  her  mother  through  hard  toil  and  long  hours. 
Corn  husking  then  was  women's  work  as  well  as  mens'.  In  those  days  a 
threshing  crew  consisted  of  some  twenty  men  and  as  many  horses.  And  these 
men  had  to  be  fed  five  times  daily,  Sunday  inclTided.5 


^Obituary;  J,  J,  Siemens,  North  Newton,  Kansas;  June  8,  19^1. 
2Diary,  The  Guidance  of  the  Lord;  Johann  Siemens,  1857. 

3Letter:  Mrs.  Dave  Swert;  Hillsboro,  Kansas;  February  1,  1945, 

^Ibid. 

5Letter:  Mrs.  Dave  Bwert;  Hillsboro,  Kansas;  February  3,  1945. 
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John  was  quite  sociable  and  strangers,  as  well  as  friends,  always 
found  a welcome  at  his  home.  To  him  hospitality  was  a virtue  to  be  prac- 
ticed freely.  This  quality,  no  doubt,  was  a tsix  on  his  wife's  strenght 
at  times.  Often  she  worked  into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  to  natch 
and  darn  and  wew.  The  children  often  wonder  where  she  got  the  strength  to 
carry  on  as  well  as  she  did;  but  they  also  learned  to  know  her  as  a mothex" 
who  trusted  and  read  God's  word.^ 


John  was  a man  of  few  words  and  sternness  where  familv  discipline 
was  concerned.  If  he  had  used  the  "Conference  Method"  more  with  his  chil- 
dren, some  of  the  heart  aches  might  have  been  prevented.  As  he  grew  older, 
he  changed  in  that  respect.  He  pi*acticed  family  morning  devotions  very 
faithfully.  He  could  not  tolerate  late-comers  at  the  family  breakfast.  He 
disapproved  of  loud  boistrous  behaviour  at  the  family  table.  Politeness 
and  decency  were  to  him  an  essential  of  every  man' s make-up.  He  detested 
gossip  and  shunned  the  groups  and  individuals  who  indulged  in  it.  He  felt 
that  chruch  groups  above  all  others  must  remain  free  from  this  habit, ^ 


It  was  during  his  later  years  that  his  chvirch  made  the  transition 
from  the  German  to  the  English,  He  was  inclined  to  favor  the  transition 
because  he  was  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Mennonite  young  people. 

He  experienced  severe  criticism  from  not  a few. 


Honesty  to  him  was  a constant  requirement  and  to  be  honest,  was  to 
live  it.  On  a number  of  occasions  he  paid  a real  price  to  retain  his  hon- 
esty. At  one  time  When  a Cyclone  had  destroyed  considerable  property  in 
his  district,  and  since  he  was  the  insurance  official  to  appraise  the  loss, 
pressure  was  put  on  him  by  a Mennonite  Elder  to  appraise  his  loss  unduly 
high,  John  stood  firm  and  reaped  the  ill  will  of  his  Elder  friend  and  a 
host  of  others. 3 

He  liked  to  trust  people  rather  than  doubt  them.  This  at  one 
time  made  him  the  victim  of  an  unscrupulous  man  in  a property  deal.  It 
turned  out  that  John  had  to  pay  a large  s\am  on  property  that  had  been  de- 
clared mortgage  free.  When  his  wife  in  her  concern  asked  John  why  he 
did  it,  he  answered,  "I'd  rather  lose  the  money  than  lose  my  reputation." 

His  integrity  and  Christian  character  exerted  an  influence  beyond 
his  immediate  circle.  He  filled  numerous  positions  of  importance  in  the 
church,  school,  and  community.  He  spent  his  married  life  and  the  rearing 
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of  his  children  on  his  farm,  southeast  of  Buhler,  except  for  a peroid  of 
seven  years,  which  he  and  his  family  spent  on  a fruit  farm  near  Reedley, 
California. 

At  the  time  ':he  family  had  all  plans  made  to  move  to  California  in 
1912  and  good-hyes  vxre  said  in  the  Hoff nungsai^.  Chruch  after  the  service, 
a good  sister  came  to  John  and  asked,  "Broda  Siemens,  voarom  hlivst  du 
nich  voa  de  leve  Gott  Bevotere  daet?”^  In  California  farming  is  done  "by 
irrigation.  The  trip  to  California  was  a hijmorous  one.  There  were  the 
seven  children,  and  John  and  his  wife.  Each  was  responsible  for  a certain 
portion  of  the  baggage.  Among  the  children  who  made  this  trip  an  eventful 
one,  there  were  two  innocent  young  lads  who  would  have  crawled  under  the 
coaches  and  locomotive  to  examine  their  working,  one  ten  year  old  girl 
with  an  aching  tooth  that  had  to  have  frequent  doses  of  "Heilo’l”,^  another 
with  seasickness,  who  had  the  sympathy  of  porters  and  conductors,  and  two 
big  boys  who  tho\:ight  the  family  too  large  to  be  inconspicuous. 

At  Colorado  Springs  on  a short  excursion.  Curt,  the  youngest,  be- 
came so  attached  to  a little  burro,  he  felt  he  must  buy  him  for  a quarter. 

In  California  John  rented  for  a number  of  years,  the  forty  acre 
fruit  farm  belonging  to  the  late  Reverend  H.  J.  Krehbiel  and  his  brother 
Dan.  This  occasioned  many  pleasant  visits  with  the  beloved  pastor.  He 
baptized  a number  of  John's  children  into  the  membership  of  his  church. 

John  always  held  him  in  very  high  esteem.  During  World  War  I when  a large 
majority  of  the  Reedley  preachers  spewed  out  hatred  against  the  Huns,  Rev- 
erend Krehbiel  fearlessly  and  boldly  sought  justice  for  the  non-combat?». 
ants. 3 


Upon  returning  from  California,  John  and  his  wife  retired  from 
farming  and  made  their  home  in  Buhler,  Kansas. 

He  delighted  in  gardening  and  landscaping  and  their  li.ttle  place 
was  proof  of  this  art.  He  was  apt  with  tools;  accuracy  and  neatness  were 
pronounced  in  the  using  of  them.^ 


^''Brother  Siemens,  why  don't  you  stay  where  the  good  Lord  does  the 
watering?" 

^Healing  oil. 

3Letter:  Mrs.  Dave  Ewert;  Hillsboro,  Kansas;  February  1,  19^5* 
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John  believed  that  quick-money  was  unearned  money  and  therefore 
a practice  to  be  shuned.  At  one  time  when  two  Kennonite  elders  of  a 
neighboring  church  yielded  to  the  temptation  of  gambling  on  the  Board  of 
Trade  his  confidence  in  them  was  sorely  shaken.^ 


John  was  a faithful  church  worker.  In  the  early  days  he  served 
as  Sunday  School  superintendent  and  song  leader  in  the  little  country 
school,  Lake  Side,  In  the  Buhler  Kennonite  church  he  served  as  deacon 
until  his  declining  health  caused  him  to  lay  down  that  work.  He  never 
had  the  heart  to  turn  do\m  solicitors  for  worthy  causes.  His  wife  thought 
him  too  generous.  T'/hen  being  criticisized  in  this  respect  John  answered, 
"Sara,  we  should  be  thankful  that  we  are  not  at  the  receiving  end. 


John,  in  his  boyhood,  was  a very  good  skater.  While  a lad  in 
Russia,  he  nearly  lost  his  life  while  skating  on  a deep  pond.  He  broke 
through  the  ice,  but  managed  to  hold  himself  up  by  his  elbows  on  the  ice 
around,  which  was  constantly  breaking  as  he  put  his  weight  on  it.  While 
he  was  struggling  he  was  calling  for  help  from  his  comrades  on  the  shore. 
As  one  was  trying  to  convince  the  other  that  he  should  go  to  the  rescue, 
John  managed  to  climb  up  on  ice  strong  enough  to  hold  his  weight  and  so 
saved  himself.  As  a father  he  would  go  out  on  the  farm  pond  with  his 
boys  and  skate, ^ 


Jehn  was  very  active  up  to  four  years  before  his  passing.  He 
suffered  a few  light  strokes.  His  wife  was  called  "Home”  soon  after  this, 
which  left  him  very  lonesome  and  his  condition  worse.  John  was  then  taken 
to  the  Bethesda  Home^  at  Goessel,  Kansas,  where  he  was  under  loving  hands. 
In  his  lapses  of  memory  he  was  alwyas  preparing  to  "go  home".  In  January 
of  1931,  he  suffered  another  stroke  which  rendered  him  completely  pro- 
strate and  speechless.  He  was  then  moved  to  the  Bethesda  Hospital  at 
Goessel.  His  condition  remained  unchanged  until  June  6,  1931,  when  at 
10:40  in  the  morning  his  Saviour  whom  he  had  loved  and  served,  very  quiet- 
ly took  him  home.  He  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  four 
months,  and  three  days.^ 


^Ibid  Sj-bid 

3Letter:  Mrs.  Dave  Swert;  Hillsboro  Kansas;  February  3,  1945. 

^A  Home  for  the  aged. 

^Obituary;  J.  J,  Siemens,  North  Newton,  Kansas;  June  8,  1931. 
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CHAPT3R  XXI 


MRS.  JACOB  THIESSEN:  MY  GPAOTr:OTHER 

As  far  "back  as  I can  remember,  there  has  always  been  a large  T>ic- 
ture  of  my  father's  mother  in  our  home.  Underneath  the  nicture  is  written 
in  flowers,  "Mother."  Many  times  I have  stoT)T)ed  a fevf  seconds  to  look  into 
her  sincere  face.  It  was  filled  with  love,  and  I could  never  hel^  but  ad- 
mire this  woman.  I have  never  known  her,  for  she  died  many  years  before 
I was  born,  but  there  seems  to  be  something  about  her  that  lives  on  In  the 
lives  of  those  who  came  in  contact  with  her.  father  often  mentioned  the 
fact  that  he  could  never  be  thankful  enough  for  such  a kind  mother.  So, 
in  this  biography,  I have  tried  to  bring  out  my  grandmother's  character  as 
shown  in  the  incidents  that  ■neorle  have  related  to  me. 

It  was  the  fourth  of  July,  1877,  when  the  ship,  Vaterland,  landed 
on  American  shores.  Among  the  many  ■oassangers  that  had  left  South  Russia 
were  my  grandfather  and  grandmother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J-cob  Thiessen.  With 
their  six  daughters,  they  finally  came  to  Newton,  Kansas,  where  they  stay- 
ed three  weeks  with  a friend,  Mrs.  Abraham  Regehr.l 

But  my  grandfather  was  a farmer  at  heart,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
three  weeks  had  bought  a good  Piece  of  land  southwest  of  Moundridge.  The 
country  was  covered  with  tall  grass,  sometimes  five  feet  tall.  At  this 
time  my  grandmother  had  granulated  eyelids,  and  so  v;as  unable  to  see  for 
a long  time.  One  summer  evening  she  lifted  up  her  eyelids  and  saw  the  sky 
filled  with  lightening  bugs.  She  was  exceedingly  afraid,  for  she  thought 
that  the  sparks  were  due  to  the  fact  that  the  tall  grass  had  caught  fire, 
and  this  v'ould  mean  that  their  house  would  burn  dov/n.2  The  house,  set  in 
the  wide  wilderness  of  Kansas,  was  a small  beginning  to  this  Russian  fam- 
ily, who  had  left  their  rich  belongings  in  South  Russia,  and  had  escaped 
to  this  -Pioneer  country  of  America,  to  get  away  from  the  compulsory  mili- 
tary training  that  was  being  forced  uron  them.3  So,  in  the  heart  of  this 
courageous  v/oman  was  the  burning  desire  to  start  anew  in  this  co’nntry  of 
opportunity. 

The  first  years  on  the  farm  were  very  hard.  Because  there  v^as 
only  one  son  at  that  time,  all  the  girls  and  their  mother  v;ent  daily  out 
to  the  fields  to  work.  Sven  when  a new  baby  entered  the  family,  the  work 
was  heavy  and  ha.d  to  be  done,  «o  Grandmother  would  take  the  baby  basket  out 
to  the  fields  and  work  as  hard  as  ever.  Her  main  vrork  was  to  stack  the  hay 
It  was  heavy  work,  and  probably  because  of  it  her  health  x\ras  vreak  after  «he 
became  middle  aged.^ 
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V,  ^0  have  everything  as  clesn  ae  Possible,  but 

when  she  worked  all  day  in  the  field,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  up  with 
the  washing;  so  many  times,  to  her  chagrin,  the  family  had  to  wear  the 
same  clothes  day  in  and  day  out.l 


Grandmother  had  a deep  religious  spirit  in  her  which  ^^ave  her  a 

Grandfather  was  living,  she ’had  to  face 
? had  had  some  trouble  with  the  Hebron  Church 

thev^ao  to  fS  daughter  suggested  that 

f«tw  Bethel  Church,  he  argued  that  it  wr  s too  far  away.  Grand- 

father had  a severe  temper,  and  his  word  was  law  in  the  house;  yet  the 
girls  were  determined  to  go  to  church.  'iHien  Grandfather  refused  to  let 
them  use  the  buggy,  they  would  often  get  up  early  on  Sunday  morning  and 
walk  to  the  Hoffnugsfeld  Church.  Grandmother  encouraged  the  girls  to  go 
but  she  he.self  felt  she  had  to  obey' the  will  of  her  Lsband.  Later  sh^ 
became  more  daring,  and  she  would  often  slipout  of  the  house  and  t^ke  the 
girls  to  church  in  the  buggy.  After  Grandfather  died  there  was  seldom  a 
Sunday  when  Grandmother  did  not  rise  early,  get  the  youngest  ready,  and 

of  the  Bethel  Church,  and  even  though  the  church  was  a distance  of  twelve 
0 fourteen  miles  from  the  homestead,  which  was  a great  distance  in  those 

timel^^ 


Grandmother  had  a quiet  but  loving  personality.  She  was  a hard 
and  fast  worker.  She  excelled  in  cooking  and  sawing  and  saw  that  all  of 

became  excellent  homemakers.  She  was  an  r-arly  riser  and  one 
time  frightened  her  daughter  because"  she  overslept.  Her  s.  cond  voungest 
daughter  Justina,  and  her  husband,  Kr.  H.  E.  Toews,  lived  in  a house  very 
near  to  her  house.  One  night  Justina  dreamt  that  Grandmother  had  died;  in 
fact  she  wa=  so  sure  that  it  might-  be  true  that  she  walked  over  to  the 
other  house  and  looked  into  the  bedroom  window.  The  moonlight  shone  through 
the  window  onto  the  bed  on  v^hich  Grandmother  was  peacefully  sleePiu.-7.  Pgr 
getting  her  fears,  Justina  went  back  to  bed.  The  next  morning  she* went" 
over  to  Grandmother’s  again,  and  was  surprised  to  see  that  she  w^p  still 
l.ving  quietly  in- bed.  _ Frightened  that  she  might  be  dead,  Justina  r-n  to 
call  her  husband.  ’'Tien  they  came  into  the  bedroom.  Grandmother  want  d to 
know  what  was  the  matter.  Justina  cried  out,  ”tVhy  Mother J % thought 
you  were  dead!”  Grandmother  calmly  answered.  "%y  no,  you  must  be 
mistaken. 


e rite  red 
dropped 


Grandmother  had  a hard  time  forgetting  a,  certain  incident  that 
into  her  life.  At  one  time  a real  estate  agent  from  Moundridge 
in,  supposedly  on  a friendly  visit,  and  persuaded  Gr-ndmother  and 


^Mrs.  J.  W.  ’*7iens,  Inman,  Kansas.  December,  1944.  ^Ibid. 
Mr.  H.  E.  Toews,  Inman,  Khneas.  December  21,  1944. 
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her  eon— in— law,  Mr  A w *.1.  < 

Kansas.  The  agent  made  ut)  a lenm  “ section  of  land  In  western 

and  that  In  a year  It^ould  ho  *>>«  land  was. 

Ing.  Since  Grandmother  had  money  at  that'*t?«  ***®  >1®  “as  che.rg- 

good  idea  to  invest  irin^omrian^^  ^ ' 

continued  to  fail  on  this  land  crops 

took  this  experience  very  hard'e'nd  often^wo  s«ll.  Grondrnother 

the  lend.  Her  children  trJ^rt^lonvlLe  Vr'te  t^^I  f " *?? 
and  since  nothing  could  he  done  about  it  now  It  * ^ 

So,  Grandmother  got  ovei*  it  in  a wav  1 it  was  no  sense  worrying, 

become  cvnlcal  through  this  bitter  ^ surprising  that  she  did  not 

against  anyone.  She  coujl  norstannrlT'''  ® ^tudge 

kind  word  for  everyone,  ^ enemy.  She  always  had  a 

won  the  admiration  of ^he^sons-in-lIwTmm^^^  familv.  ^ 

joined  the  family,  it  often  astonished  +h  f these  young  men 

person  Grandmother  was.  She  was  never  seen  lo  '''’  g°od-na.tured 

always  a friendly  way  about  her  that  drew  people"to 

ings.  "r® 

help.  They  were  all  so  eager  to  enmp  th  f grandchildren  came  to 

daylight,  and  then  would  hfve  to  wait  with  th^^  arrive  before 

hogs  were  butchered,  all  the  children 

ways  s w that  not  a scrap  wLleft  oyer  J al- 

also  03letrated*as^econd*^Holid^^  '^It  Deoemher,  which  was 

the  family,  for  on  that  dav  ^ loorced  forward  to  by  all 

their  fill  of  Llebacf  nil:  Sathered  at  Grandmother's  to  hayr 

said  their  pleSi^’ ‘»e  young  children 

had  had  as  much  food  and  fun  as"^nosslhl°'^''r*^"*a  e'»'eryono 

lots  of  goodies  to  Lvrh2.  »>-andmother  was  sure  to  give  them 

out  the  year.  It  was  the  h:;nlL\''«m:  oTthf 

Efeat^  ('^^T!:LnTntr  4°Jetr,1'  Ko^r  her 

would  run  joyously  out  to  meet  h<»r  '"hev  road,  they 

a piece  of  caady  or  sugar  cube  in  hpr'^c^T  ^<^uew  that  she  would  have 

her  apron  and  put  her  Lnd  into  her  pockef  Sl'^the 

her  and  waited  for  their  turn  to  get' somethi^N  children  crowded  eround 


A.  W.  Wiens.  Inman.  Kansas.  December  21,  1944.  2xbid. 

E,  .oews,  Inman,  Kansas.  December  21,  1944. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Wiens,  Inman,  Ks.nsas.  December  22,  1944. 
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SlcknesB  and  affliction  entered  her  life.  She  had  serious  trouble 
with  one  of  her  legs  and  was  unable  to  go  about  as  much  as  she  would  have 
liked.  Then  she  developed,  asthma,  which  ke-nt  her  awake  many  a night.  On 
such  nights  she  would  love  to  have  the  moon  shining,  for  then  she  could 
lie  in  her  bed  and  forget  her  sleenlessness  as  she  wjitched  the  silvery  moon 
glide  across  the  dark  sky.l 

As  she  grew  older  she  always  told  her  children  to  come  to  see  her, 
since  she  could  not  go  out  much  herself.  After  she  moved  to  the  town  of 
Inman,  it  was  easier  for  the  children  to  come  more  often.  She  loved  noth- 
ing better  than  to  have  her  family  about  her.  She  had  a way  of  alv;ays  hold- 
ing her  hands  locked  in  each  other  in  front,  and  holding  her  head  slightly 
to  one  side.  Sometimes  she  would  cough  so  violently  that  her  children  were 
afraid  that  she  might  tear  herself  anart.S 

Grandmother  believed  in  prayer  and  continually  prayed  for  her  child- 
ren. But,  there  was  one  prayer  that  was  constant!??-  on  her  heart;  that  was 
that  one  of  her  children  would  become  a missionary.  It  Was  not  until  1914 
that  she  found  that  her  prayer  had  been  answered.  Her  youngest  son,  John 
(my  father),  was  at  that  time  a junior  at  Bethel  Academy.  When  he  came 
home  for  Christmas  that  year,  he  noticed  that  his  mother  was  very  Pale. 
During  the  night  after  Christmas,  John  woke  u-*-)  to  hear  his  mother  having 
a great  deal  of  trouble  because  of  asthma.  Ea^ly  in  the  morning  John  eall- 
ed  one  of  his  sisters  and  also  the  doctor.  As  soon  as  the  latter  arrived 
he  pronounced  the  trouble  nneumonia.  Grandmother  had  had  several  attacks 
of  nneumonia  before,  so  that  the  doctor  was  doubtful  concerning  her  condi- 
tion. The  night  of  her  birthday,  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  Jo'nn  volun- 
teered to  stay  vrith  his  mother.  He  realized  that  she  v?as  sinking  fast  and 
if  he  had  anything  to  say  he  had  better  say  it  soon.  Grandmother  ’?fs  very 
quiet,  yet  seemed  to  be  suffering  intensely.  John  asked  her  if  she  would 
be  able  to  listen  for  a while,  and  she  said  6he  thought  she  could.  So, 

John  told  her,  as  briefly  as  possible,  his  resolution  to  be  a foreign 
missionary.  Grandmother’s  face  filled  with  light,  and  she  braced  herself 
u-D  for  the  last  time  and  said,  “This  fulfills  my  joys  and  longingv  ”2 

Grandmother  saw  that  John  had  stayed  up  most  of  the  night  and  told 
him  to  go  lie  do’<Ti^  John  reluctantly  wexit , saying,  "I  am  glad  that  I could 
talk  to  yet. 

That  was  the  last  chance  that  John  had  to  talk  with  his  mother.  By 
the  next  morning  she  wps  too  sick  to  talk.  She  passed  av?ay  on  the  thirty- 


^Mr.  A.  W.  Wiens,  Inman,  Kansas.  December  21,  1944. 

p 

-Mrs.  Pete  Kroeker,  Inman,  .Kansas.  December  21,  1944. 
2Rev.- John  Thiessen,  Autobiogra-nhy , (in  my  possession) . 
^Mr.  H.  E.  Toevrs,  Inman,  Kansas.  December  21,  1944, 
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first  of  December,  1914. 

The  memory  of  this  sweet  insT)irin^  woman  lives  on  in  many  lives. 

In  all  her  simplicity  she  had  sowh  seeds  which  v;ill  bear  fruit  for  eternity. 
Ve  are  thankful  to  God  for  such  a faithful  and  loving  Grandmother. 


* * * 
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